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:» BYBILL COUTANT
STArY WHITER

.* The Farmington Hills City

* Council unanimously voted down

+ - n proposed retail store that would

«,have extended busincss zoning
nd represented a “drastic
« - change" to the master plan.
: After o presentation by repre-
+ sentatives of Home Dopot USA
- " Ine a fast-growtng chain of home
. improvement retail stores, the
. council voted consistently with
' the planning commission, which
* had also turned down the project
" unonimously,

Home Depot, which is planning

20 stores In tho Detroit area by

1996 and 10 other storcs state-
: wide, had wanted to bLuild an
- outlet on the south side of 12 Mile
- un property extending south to
:- the [-696 freeway east of Orchard

Lake.
“We want to be a giving corpo-

ration,” said John Ferrick, Home
Depot’'s Michigan real estate
“We'd with

Although several council mem-
bers praised Home Depot’s pres-
tion, they left little doubt

‘Home Depot plan gets heave-ho

the city.”

Ferrick, and attorney Richard
Pohlman, who ropresents Homo
Depot, made the case that the re-
tailer is willing to change tho plan
that was rejected by the planning
commission.

Pohlman said the retall outlet
would provide a lot of tax money
and would be a better use of land
that had been zoned for office
space. He sald the stump in de-
mand for office space would leave
the property vacant for several
years and that the Home Depot
would provide steady traffic,
rather thon the rush-hour varicty
office use typically brings.

*This site has been vacant for a
number of ycars,” Pohlman said.
“As an office site, it will probab;

about tha chances of obtaining

the change from office use zoning

and decline Ferrick’s requeat that
they delay a decision to further
study the proposal,

“This {8 a dramatic change (in
2oning),” sald councilman Terry
Saver.

Councilwoman Joanne Smith
said the store would worsen an al-
rendy heavy tralfic arca because of
the proximity to the freaway,

“It would be nice for Home De-
pot, but bad for us,” she said.

Alex Nellands, representing
neighboring St. Paul’s Church,
soid Home Depot had been help-
ful in sccommodating the needs
of the church.

“I feel that they are really re.

ling to their neighbors,” he

be vacant for another 10 years.

Pattersomn jompx.:a

said.

But money for other projects
isn't there, and if Patterson's dire
fiscal projections are anywhere
near the mark, it won't be there
next year either.

Desplte  management  incen.
tives that reward departments
that save the county money by re-
turning half of the savings to that
department, the carly out pro-
gram that will climinate 147 jobs
and cuts of another 120 jobs, the
county is still in the red.

“We're experiencing quite a
brain and talent drain with the
‘early out program,” Patterson
anid. “But we expect over 200 peo-
ple to take advantage of it.”

The county has also put a
freeze on pay increases that will
save $3.8 million, he added.

Key program cut

One progratm close to the heart
of Farmingten Hills council mem-
bers and Fire Chief Richard Mar-
inueci, 0-COM, the county's com-
munication system, will algo go,
Grubba said.

The system, first developed in
the 1970s, which coordinates and
prioritizes emergency medical
runs throughout the county, has

“This {s working very well,” he
said. “The paramedics ean't oper-
ate until they have contact with a
doctor. If the county gets out of
this, we're going to have to find
some sort of consortium. I doubt
that it will be as mooth s what
we have."

The county, which puid for the
radio equipment, had to cut back
and the hospitals already provide
the staff for the system that prior-
itizes emergency runs and directs
them to the closest or most appro-
priate hospital, Grubba said,

“We should get out of a busi.
ness we are hat mondated to be
in,” Grubba said. “Participating
hospitals will really now have the
burden of improving the radio
system,”

Possible liability gap

Wolf added that the county
could be in a liability gap if it
runs o program not mandated bie-
cause jt could not use govern-
mental immunity as an out.

But Hills councilman Aldo
Vognozzi questioned why the
county was abandoning the suc-
cesslul, cost-effective program.

“1, ahout losing

hecome indi;
said,

county coordination and the abili-

ty to tic into all of our hospitals,”
Vognozzi said, adding that the
service costs residents 16 centa o
year and is important in medical
emergencles. “I would hope there
would be some way we could
avoid losing this.”

Patterson defended the coun-
ty's decision, which was made in
1991, well before he took office, to
conrolidate the county's refers
ence, law and blind and bendi.
capped libraries, He said 95 per-
cent of the blind and handicapped
library's operation is done by mail
and the new facility will have al-
most three times a8 much space
a8 the current facility, housed in
the Farmington Community Li-
brary main branch on 12 Mile,

After Hills city manager Bill
Costick snid the city was “bonded
to the limit" for road improve.
ments, Patterson reassured him
that good roads are a priority.

“Transportation it a key is-
sue,” Patterson sold, “In order to
prepare for growth, we must have
a good infrastructure.”

But Mayor Nancy Bates said
she felt “frustrated” thot the city
is in the middle of many improve-
ments that have been stopped for
lack of money,

e

Ui

treer
vAvaed

XY

B S T I )

« Thomasville

» Hekman
« Stigh Clock
« Hooker

+ La Barge

« Nichols & Stone

Mori., Thurw., I 9:30.%; Tues., Wed., 5at. £:30-5; Sun. 1.8
* A discounty are off manufscturers suggested retal) prices

And

PRICES TUMBLE!
Now Save 25% t0 50%

And We Will Pay Your Sales Tax
Now Thru Monday, Nov. 22nd at 9:00 P.M.

SAVE 25% to 50%

ON SUCH FAMOUS LINES AS:

» Pennsylvania House
« Lexinglon

« Hancock & Moore

. oY

» Harden

- Bab Timberlake
« Canal Dover

« Conover

«+ Sligh Desk

« Hitchcock

» Restonic

* King Hickory

« Century

Classic Interiors

20292 Middlebelt (S, of 8 Mile) Livonin « 474-6900

ol

» Howard Miller

« Bradington-Young
« Superior

« Charleston Forge
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» Offct ot valld with any other

Get Italy
Dazzling Jewelry Without

’s Most

Leaving The Country

For the Finest Quality, most uniquely designed jewelry at value
prices, make a trip to Greis Jewelers.

Gl

JEWELERS

32940 Middichelt Rd,
(At 14 Mile Rd, In the Broadway Plaza)

Phone: 855-1730
Farmingion Hills, Michigan

RADE GENT
YLOR,

PRESENTING MICHIGAN'S LARGEST & FINEST

GUN & KNIFE SHOW
NOVEMSER 192023 1083

HUNTERS & SPORTSMEN...
SEE AISLES & AISLES OF HANDGUNS
AMMO - SAFES - SHOTGUNS « KNIVES
MILITARY ITEMS « HUNTING SUPPLIES
PLUS MUCH MORE! . ' -

SER FOR
PO Fo
°,nw55'°,§‘s.

9-9 % SUN. 9-6

BUY « TRADE « SWAP » SELL

500
TABLES

GET YOUR BEST PRICES
ON AMMO!
A THREE DAY EVENT. FR. IS SET-UP DAY.

COME EARLY FOR YOUR BEST DEALS.
NOT ALL DEALERS PARTICIPATE ON FAI,

WE'VE -

DOUBLED OUR

SIZE! 7 FOOTB

FIELDS UNDER
- ONE -

"ONLY 1% PER CARLOAD

THE MARKET...THE SHOWS...SPECIAL EVENTS
EVERYTHING,; NO MATTER HOW MANY IN THE CAR OR VAN!

_ SOMETHING NEW °
EVERY WEEKEND.

40 ACRES
AV

B COMING EVENTS
ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW
NOV. 26-27-28

SPORTS CARQ SHOW |
+  DEC.34S

EVERY FRI. 10-9 - SAT. 9-9 - SUN. 9-6 :
REKA RD. & I-75 {EXIT 36) TAYLOR, MICHIGAN - (313)287-2000,




