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Shorts festival showcases originality

By JOHN MONAGHAN
BrECIAL WRITER

At their best, short films are
sntisfying worlds unto them-
aelves. Short and to the point,
they provide us “{lth intimate
b rncter gk n o s

val of Short Films,” ing this
weekend at tho Magic Bag The-
atre in Ferndale, offers a little bit
of both. Consistently entertaining
but not overly experimental, the
p:kng!o of 10 films from five

economy of vision.

At thelr worst, they're 10 min-
utes of fancy camera tricks in-
tended to open doors in Holly-
wood. Often accomplished techni-
cally, they project the sincerity
and slickness of a Nike commer-
clal,

“The First International Festi-

tries hard to offer some;
thing for everyone.

The opening entry, New Zea-
1and's “Lounge Bar,” finds a man
walking Into o bar circa 1975
wearing a clumsy head brace, The
bartender and a female customer
think they've scen him some-
where before, but, as the bell-bot-
tomed lounge singer notes, “he

British short: Alun Armstrong and Lucy Rivers star in

the British short film, “The Childeater," part of the First
International Festival of Short Films.

‘could be almost anyone.”

yet another “Twilight Zone" take.
off, the color short is cloverly edit-
ed and does set the mood for the
eclectic mix that follows.

up while on vacation with his par-
enta, You can almost sco the hor-
mones raging as he tries to mako
amall talk with her at the pool,
then conxes her back to his hotel
room.

His parents and kid slster are
supposed to be en route to Sea
World, but they've forgotten the

|| MOVIES

While we probably don't need

Altitude,” about a daredevil para.
chutist who leaps from the tops of
tall buildings. The diver calls it
“Bago Jumping" and supposedly
it occurs slmost dunily in down-
town Los Angeles,

dy" forces laughs as o henpecked
man and his “motorcycle mama”
wife battle cockroaches in thelr
scedy apartment. In Great Brit-
gin’s “The Childeater,” gorgeous
pastoral scenery serves as back-
drop for n dull story of a little girl
forced to atay with her mysterious
uncle.

phy by Yu
Sky,” “D.0.A.") highlights “Tom
Goes to the Bar,” a surreal mono-
logue about life from the perspec-
tive of the title character, who
hangs upside down at the local
saloon. It's a hizarre idea well-ex-
ecuted.

was “Safari Holidoy” from the
U.S., about a nerdy teennge boy
and the sexy college girl he picke

Next comes an intriguing comera. What follows could only
American-made documentary in  happen in the confinea of a short
black-and called “Steali film. It's an engaging and hilari-

more real for its Jow budget.

played across the country earlier
this year, recently added “Om-
nibus,” the 1983 Oscar winner
from France. Here a man's love
affair with the railcar that brings
him back and forth to work cnds
when the timetable changes and
he can't get off at his usual stop.

“Omnibus” not only marks the
end of the show but also the end
of a long-standing tradition, since
the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences has recently
decided to drop the short subjecta
category from next year's Oscar
ceremony.

For now, anyway, it's a pleasure
to ace short films given their due
on the big screen.

If you have a comment for John
Monoghan, call him at 953-2047,
mailbox number 1866, on a touch-
tone phane, or write him care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspopers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150,

The hyparactive “Urban Trage-

Black-and-white cinematogra-
ri Neyman (“Liquid

For me, the cleverest offering

ous little plece of fluff, all the .

The two-hour program, which °
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Voice mail
mesgage:
Barbara,

My toddler
Is two years
old. I believe
he should be
. beginning to
dress himself
and to care for
himself. He is,
but the pro-
cess I8 going
very unevenly.
Sometimes he
i eoger to help; sometimes he
wants to do it entirely himself;
sametimes he Insista that I do
it, ond sometimea he won't let
either one of us doit. If he does
it, he insists thet I watch. I
don't know what to expect.

This s my firat child, so I
admit I am somewhnt insecure
nbout how I handle things.
Should I Inaist that he do it
himaelf or {s his refusal appro-
printe, and should I go along
with it? 1 sometimes get tired
of sitting and watching him
when he is 80 obviously capa-
ble al‘puu'!ng on his a?’m shirt.

me

———
STREET
SENSE

BARBARA
SCHIFF

SCREEN SCENE

. A sampling of what's playing at

altemative movie theaters
throughout metro Detroit as re-
viewed by John Monaghan.

B DETROIT FiLM THEATRE
Detroit Inatitute of Arta, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detroit. Ceil 833
2323 for informntfon, (85; $4 stu-

. dents}

-
v
.

“Time Indefinite” (USA —
1992), 7 and 9:30 p.m. Oct, 89, 4
and 7 p.m. Oct. 10, From the cre-
ator of “Sherman’s March,” an
autobiographical account of ev-
eryday life peppered by the
unique perspective of director
Ross McElwee.

B MAQIC B‘Aﬂ IEEAAIRECAFE‘

Call 544-3030 for information,
(85)

“First Internationa] Festival of
Short Films,” 8 p.m. Oct. 7,8 and
10:30 p.m. Oct. 8-9. An entertain-
ing collection of 10 short films
from five countries, including
“Metamorphosis” from Canada,
“The Childeater” from Great
Britain and last yeor's Academy”
Award winner from France, “Om-
nibus.”

B MAPLE THEATER

4135 W. Maple, Bloomfield. Call
855.9090 for show times. ($5.75;
$2.95 twilight)

“The Wedding Banquet” (USA
— 1993). In this international hit
filmed in New York, a simple
wedding of convenience turns inte

22818 ve,, Fer

an cpic di when the

M“Sic n@tes from page 6A

groom's parents artive from Chi- tates a woman’s arms end legs in

na. the hopes that she will become
dependent on him — might have
X REDFORD THEATER worked o a short story. The fea-

17360 Lahser, Detroit, Call 637-
2560 for information. ($2.50)
“San Francisco” (USA

ture film, the firat by David
Lynch's 25-year-old daughter
Jennifer, is so badly done, it's al-

Dear Caller,

Your son’s erratic behavior
1s normal and appropriate, He
is manipulating you, but that,
too, is normal and appropriate
at his stage of devel

Toddler’s effort
to dress selfis
normal behauvior |

mires as child does it by him-
self; and (4) child does it alone,
without mother’s admiration.
Usuelly, as you describe in
your call, this is not a smooth
process, but a jerky ride, atart-
ing, stopping, moving forward
and moving backward. Often, it
is a complicated pawer struggle

between mother and child, not .

simply & phyaical changing of
the guard. Your son may no
longer need your physical help,
but he does need your emotion-
2l support. Your gt to him of
power and authority over him-
self must be continually rein-
forced by your appreciation of
his ability to do the things you
used to do for him.

In this rclationship, as in
any relationship, compromises
must be made. What is best for
one person is often not best for
the other, That s true of your
relationship with your toddler,

Sometimes you will be able
to go elong with your toddler's
needs, then you will both feel
great. At other times that won't
be possible and often you will
both feel frustrated. Handling
the frustrating times without
blame, guilt or anger will en-
able you to gain confidence in
your mothering abilities. The
goal is to respect his needs
while understanding they can-
not. nlwuya&)e sut‘luﬁec‘l-

During the toddler stage, the
child learns to own his body
and to care for it; physical self-

1936), B p.m. Oct. 8,2and 8 p.m. | most funny. care is the toddler’s life respon-
Oct. 9. Around the time of the slbility. As he learns to wash,
town's famous casthquake, opera | Ml STATE THEATER go to the bathroom, feed, and
singer Jeanctte MacDonald works | 2115 Woodward Ave,, Detroit. dress himself, mother learns
for Clark Gable on San Francis- Call 961.5450 for § i gractousl, linquish control
co's tough Barbary Coast. Spen- (1) to him, and thus to encourage

cer Tracy co-stars.

Sl STARJOHNR

John R (at 14 Mile), Madison

Heights, Call 6852070 for show

times. (85.75; $2.95 twilight)
“Boxing Helena" (USA —

1993). The admittedly sick atory

— ahout a surgeen who ampu-

“Slacker" (USA — 1991), 8
pam. Oct. 4. For his first film, di-
rector Richard Linklater follows
blzarre characters around the col-
lege town of Austin, Texns, The
camera will pick up on one odd-
ball for awhile and then veer off
with someone else.

his Independence. It s during
this time that the child be-
comes autonomous by master-
ing bodily care and control.
The progreesion is: (1)
mother does for child; (2)
mother and child do it togeth-
er; (3) mother watches and ad-

F your-
self by attending lectures,
rending  books, and learning
from other mothers, are possi.
ble ways of overcoming insecu-
Tity,
Barbara
If you have a guestion or a
comment for Borbara Schiff, a
trained therapist and esperi-
enced counselor, send it to
Street Sense, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,
You can also leave o message
by calling 953-2047, mail

box
1877, on a touch-fone phone.

Ficticn from page 6A

East Lansing's Tho Verve
Plpo was the grand prize winner
of the national finals of “Sound-
check The Ticketmaater
Yamahs Music Showcase.” The
Verve Pipe was awarded thelr
choice of $25000 in cash or
Yamaha Musical/Pro  Audio
Equipment. As part of the Grand
Prize, they will have the opportu-
nity to consult with booking
agents, reco!

Goldberg, Atlantic Records pres-
ident.

Country singer Martin Dolray
will perform at a leukemin soclety
benefit at the Hoover Roadhouse,
24300 Hoover, Warren, at 7 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 11. Dubbed the
“Country Hoedown and Auction,”
people will have the opportunity
to win a Nashville trip, souvenirs
from favorite country stars, west.

p ives, public
professionals and music publish-

ers.

The band will also recelve an
oll-expense paid trip to Jopan
where they will represent the
United States at MusicQuest, an
internationnl showcase to be held
Oct. 11. The winning band was
selected by o judging panel of

ern clothi; and horse-
back riding lesaons slong with
many other items, Tickets are $16
and are available by calling 778-
6800.

Don’t fret, The Jim Rose
Circus Sideshow will still appear
on Oct. 30 at the State Theatre,
2116 Woodward, Detroit. During
his sold-out tour of Europe, Rose

1 d in his A d ote]

noted ndust: ives that in-
cluded Michael Ostln, senior vice
presldent of A&R, Warner Bros,
and Reprise Records and Denny

room after eating too many light
butbs. He was rushed to the hos-
pital and treated for severe stom-

ach cramps and bleeding bowels. {8 used to one every 24 hours.

Upon hia return home to Seat-
tle and a subsequent examination
by his personal physician, Rose
was foned to let his i Inal
wounds completely heal before
eating anymore light bulba, swal-
lowing swords or ingesting razor
blades.

The incident occurred when he
overexerted himself in an attempt
to please television and radio
journalists by recreating one of
his most popular circus feats —
eating a light bulb, In one day, he
consumed five bulbs; his system

a
kets, Detrolt-area Suzuki Dealers,

Casgsidy came within three cents

wood, Calif., movie premier trip,

John Cassidy of Southfield
was the grand prize winner of a
1993 four-door Suzuki Sidekick in

b; Mar-

AMC Theaters and WRIF, Metro
Detrolters were asked to visit
Hollywood Markets, check out a
Suzuki Sidekick filled with gro.
cerles and guess the dollar
amount of goods in the vehicle.

Liz Schurz of Royal Oak tock
second prize winning a Holly-

harbors a true moody and melodic
blend of alternative rock. Influ-
enced by late '60s-early "708 rock,
Masek's bass and ¥

that sound on a three-song demo

recorded
dlo in Ferndale, Fiction also

ry

8
poetic vocals pave the way inten-
, sified by free-flowing guitar over-
tones and driving percussion.

To perfect that sound, Fiction
practiced for o year before book-
ing any gigs.

polished enough . . .

. that we were
f enough,” Th

“We just wanted to make sure

said.
Recently, tho band captured

to start
their first CD, also at Temper-

at the Tempermill stu-

is
of

mill In lete October, it will film a

video for the song “Crooked

Men”

with local producer Steve Carr. .
“Dedlcation to musicianship
(is the top priority) . . . We're not

up there screwing around,”
sald.

he

Fiction will perform Saturday,
Nov. 13, at Griff's Grill, 49 N. So-
ginaw, Pontiac. Far more informa-

tion, coll 394-9292.
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DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

MNVE THE
LEGEND

« Laughs, thrills & chllls

« Ghosts, Goblins, Monsters,
Denizens of the Night

« Free clder & donuts
at the Witches' Cauldron

« No alcohol allowed

» Group discounts avallable
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CALL FOR RESERVATIONS ¢
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BIG RED ORCHARD

PLYMOUTH ORCHARDS
10685 Wamen Rd. « Plymouth 4900 32 Mile Rd. » Romco
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o Original Dances by Agnes de Mille
Directed by Conrad Maswn « Music Dircction by Ben Colien
. I Chotcography by Gregory Georre
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ASNNARBOR,

Music by

\ RICHARD

RODGERS

Book & Lyrics by
OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN 1l

Based on the play "Green Grow the Lilacs®

Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre - October 69, 1993
Wednesday through Saturday a 8 p.m.: Saturday matinee al 2 p.m. Call 97 1AACT
for ticket reservations - beginning October 4, cail 7631085

along Chesaning’s
historic boulevard

c of €

This event held on
the shaded lawns s
of the Old Home Shops §aiwn
and Market Street Square;; (@&5,’4

« Over 100 Folk Artists
« Free Admission ~ Free Live Entertalnment
o
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Flnt, s%’hu'gm“m
Country Autumn Folk Art Festival
October Sth & 10th

(547) B45-305S .




