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Share growing pains, successes

— Ror  geveral
GARDEN
. sPor months this col-

umn has been
appearing in
both the Ouk-
land and Wayne
county editions
of the newspa-
per, You folks in
Wayne County
and T will have to
gt to know one
another a little
better! :

- I invite all
readers Lo let me know about your
special successes (and perhops
foilures — for how clae can we
learn?), so that we can share
them. Send information to me at
the Observer & Eccentric News.
papers, 805 E. Maple, Birming.
ham 48009,

Desmond Goodman of Farm-
ington Hills called with his suc-
cess story. The soil around his
home is cloy, a8 it is in many
areas, 1o he tried a new methed of
prowing tomators mnd s very
pleased with the result.

“l ‘plopped’ three bags of
blended organic sedge peat on the

MARTY
FIGLEY

ground, it them open and plant-
cd two becfatako tomato plants in
each,” he said. “I bought the peat
at Meljer and the 12- to 18.inch
plants at Tony's on Warren in
Inkster.”

Goodman sprayed them peried-
ically with malathion, and then as
the plants matured, fertilized
them with an Ortho granular to-
mato fertilizer (5-10-10) nbout
once a month.

In mid-August the blossoms
began to form ond the frult rip-
ened quickly in the southwestern
exposure. By the end of August ho
had harvested ot Jeast a bushel.

“The flavor Is great. I never had
good luck before with tomatoes.”

He has shared his bounty with
appreciative neighbors.

he tomatoca are growing
against a western rail fence with
shrubs on the other side. The
fence and tomato cages keep the
plants upright, although Good.
man has decided that next year he
will try a smaller varicty because
the tomatoes and vines are so
heavy the plants break.

As well as support for the toma-
to plants, the fence will be uscful

when thero Is a frost warning. He
plans to tack a tarp to the top of
tho rall to cover the plants to pro-
long the harvest.

Recipe for success

1 cooked Swiss Chord (Beta
vulgaris) for tho first time and we
enjoyed it very much, You might
want to plant sceds noxt apring,

The recipe I used Is (rom “Or.
ganic Gardener's Edible Plants™
by Rosalind Creasy. It containg
the most up-to-date information
on the subject. Edible plants —
veggies, fruits, nuts and herbs —
do have a place in the landseape
and she sharea her cxperiences
and how to accomplish this. In-
formation about growing, caring
for, harvesting and preparing is
included in a well-organized for-
mat.

The recipe is simple and can be
used for other “greens™

Sweet Sour Sauce for Greens
6 slices bacon, cut into small
pleces ([ used grease from {tafian
snusage)
14 cup onion, chopped
3 teaspoans sugor

14 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoona flour

¥ cup vinegar

one-third cup water

Brown bacon and remove from
pan. Fry onien in drippings unti
golden brown, blend in dry
ingredienta, ndd lquids, stirring
until thickened and bubbly. Re-
move fram heat. Add bacon, pour
sauce over your cholce of raw
wpinach, (I removed the rib from
the chard, cut the leaves coarsely
and cooked them in a bit of water
for shout five minutes before
pouring the sauce over, [ omitted
the bacon.)

Garden topics

‘Three other books, the latest in”
Van Patten’s Organic Gardener's
Series, are “Organic Gardener's
Basics"” by Borbara P. Lawton
and George F. Van Patten, “Com-
poating” by Steve Solomon and
“Annusls” by Peter Loewer, Each
well-written, informative, soft-
cover hook is $12.95 and can be
ohtained by calling the distribu-
tor, Login Publisher's Consorti-
um, at 1-800.626-4330,

I lecture on a number of gar-

Seminars offer advice about interior

BY JOAN BORAM
SHECIAL WHITER

-The Michigan Design Center in
Troy, as part of an ongoing cam-
poign to present deaigners o8
“renl people,” sponsored o serics
of lectures by and about designers
nt’its recent “Design. Live!” pro-

gram.

Subtitled “A Day with Design-
crs,” the seminnrs covered topics
that most interest (and intimi-
date) consumers: color, accesgo-
ries, antiques, Nfeatyles and de-
wign, and how Lo choose and work
with o designer.

:Who could be intimidated by
simcone who admits to owning 21
pairs  of purple shoes? PK.
Fields-Helm of P.K. Ficlds Interi-
ors in Farmington ndvoeates look-
ing into your closet if you think
yout don’t know what colors you
{avor, or that favor you.

Galor cues

21 could have sworn T didn't

1like purple,” soid the exuberant
Fields-Helm
“How t

in her scminar,
Use Color with Confi-
*But there were those
il a pair of purple cowboy

boots, to boot!

“If this happens to you, it
doesn’t mean that you should live
in purple rooms. You can indulge
your color preferences with pil-
lows, art glass or other accent
picces.

“Color is the most exciting tool
we have to use in our homes.
Sometimes we forget about color,
and do our homes all neutral to be
safe, or we might sell, or we're
afraid we won't like a room that
ikn’t beige. To be exciting, a neu-
tral environment has to have fab-
ulous accessories, textures and
other viaual atimulation.”
Brushing up

Flelds-Helm reminded her au-
dience that painting a wall is the
least expensive thing you can do.

Two or three gallons of paint
and a weekend is all it takes to
redecorate. But don't try to
economize with cheap, cheap
paint; It won’t cover as well and
the colors won't be as true as a
good quality, medium-priced
paint.

And, il you're painting darker
colar over white walls, remember

*Color looks darker next to origi-
nal white,” Fields-Helm said,

“I count on clients te panic and
call me, I tell them *The whole
room will read it the way you
want it to rend when it's finished.
Be patient.' "’

Personal touch

If you have good taste in
clothes, why can’t you design your
own home? Maybe you could, but
took at it this way: Even if your
clothes suit you perfectly, you're
not going to wear them for 15
years, which is the average length
of time between redecorating proj-
ects, (Not to mention those great
buys in the back of the closet that
you never wore.}

“An interior designer will
view your personal needs,”
Susan Zinger, MDC vice presi

dent.

“What style do you prefer?
What colors? Do you have chil
dren or pets? Do you entertain of-
ten? Based on your profile, he or
she will suggest a design that will
last, based on proper space plan-
ning, lighting, your lifestyle and
the needs of your family, and your

budget.”

Zinger recommends that you
interview at least three designers
hefore choosing one. Make sure
the chemistry s right between
you.

Do some hemework: Go to de-
signer show houscs such as De-
troit Symphony Showhouse in
Bloomfield Hills in October.
Make notes of what you react ".o.

o ¢

either p ly or neg

dening subjects and would be
happy to spesk to your group,
When I meet my readers I find
what various clubs are doing and
it is alwsys a pleasure to meet
face to face.

. When I visited the Orchard
Lake Garden Club, I Jearned that
the members are selling hand-
made birdhouses for a bench to
installed at the West Bloomfield

design

Aesthetics in Design.”

“Interior design is like the fash-
jon industry — therc’s no one
look for everybody,” said Galley,
whe is also an instructor ot East-
ern Michigan University,

“The way you live and enter-
tain in your space should deter.
mine the way you decorate. Never
mind your (ricnds and neighbors:
Be as conservative or daring as
you're fortable with.”

and note the numes of d

Galley h d the impor-

whase work you love, Pore over
shelter magazines and sove pic-
tures of rooms you like.

*It will be easier for you and for
the designer il you've developed
ideas of whot you want to live
with,” Zinger said. “A good de-
signer wants you Lo have a living
environment you're happy with,
composed of elements that make
your home individually yours."”

Be comfortable

“Ignore peer pressure™ was the
advice given by Gene Gailey of Jo-
seph Productions in Southfield,
who discussed “The Way You
Live — Lifestyles, Function and

tance of scale in choosing furni-
ture,

“It's a matter of balance and
proportion. Often people get fur-
niture of a different scale and
throw it all together, thinking it's
an eclectic look, but really it’s
just an attic look.

“If you have a room that's all

modern and sleek, you can't just
add o heavy, massive piece, It will
throw the whole room off.”
For those who want a formal
look, but are afraid that the ap-
propriate fabrics are too fragile to
live with, Galley recommends
chenille. It has the nap of velvet,
but it’s more durable.
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pond. Almost 5,000 st

CITY OF BLOOMFIELD HILLS
Walk to Cranbrook from this lovely home, Nearly 2
N acres of beautifully wooded grounds complote with

18x30 indoor pool
B:09618
7

KE
All-sports Inko trontage plus spoctacular elovated
I sciting with panoramic sunset views, Nico beach
100. Four or 5 badrooms, 5 baths, two-story groat

q. .
(ozono filtored).

It's in the Lo
bag: Des- .
mond ;
Goodman oo
of Farm- B
ington
Hills .
shared his
success sto-
ry for rais-
ing toma-
toes. It in-
volved
planting
tomatoes in
bags of :
blendedor- . '
ganic sedge i
peat.

Woods Nature Preserve. The bir-
dhouses are also availablo at Par-
menters Florist in Birmingham.

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gordener based in Bir-
mingham. You can leave her a '
message by dialing 953-2047 on a
touch-tone phone, then her muil-
box number, 1859. Her fax number
is 644-1314.

Book sale
scheduled

Popular Observer & Ec-
centric columnist Judd Ar-
nett will help launch the
Fall Book Sale Friday, Oct.
15, at the Baldwin Public
Library, 300 W. Merrill in
Birmingham.

That's preview night for
the Friends of the Baldwin
Library fund-raiser that Al
makes hundreds of hardcov-
er and paperback volumes
avatlable at prices from 25
cents and up.

The book sale will be
open to the public Satur-
day-Monday, Oct. 16.18.
Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sunday and 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. Monday.

Arnett has donated 10
boxes of volumes from his
library for the sale. He will
be on hand to chat with
Friends members and
guests 7-9 p.m. at Friday's
preview. A live auction of
unusual books is also
scheduled for that evening.

'$749,900

LAKE ANGELUS
Charming Nantucket Caps Cod on tho sandy
sharas of Lake Angolus. Just minutes from down-
lown Birmingham. Spectacular elevated setting.
Two-story boathouse, lots of decking, dock.
and boautiful. $725,000 B-13917

room.
$545,000 B-05813

Private.

LAKE FRO

E
Frontage on the bay of Cass Lakel Very pictur-
asque view offoring privacy and 68 fent on tho wa-
tor. Located in an area of higher priced homes.
Valuo lg In the land. Clty walar ond sawor.

$149,000 B-16075

Custom-bullt saft contem|
Voorheis. | Lots of liered

decking to enjoy Ihq‘ views! Ouistanding pic!

puplar all-sports Lake
keled oak kitchan with

island and

loors,
treed grounds, $779,000 B-15454

)| eating ar

room! Private, heavlly

B.14752

CITY OF BLOOMFIELD HILLS

P ranch on 1V2 acres of privacy and malure
trees. Open floor plan, scresnod/glassed porch,
greonhouse. Nice olovated setting in a prastigious
area of vory

flne homo.s $379,000

7Y OF BLOOMFIELD HILLS
Excoptional 288 foot frontage on poacalul Vhay
Lako. Privale grounds of over 2.8 acres with a
varlaty of botanical specimens! Brick ranch has 2

coilings. Lots of options. Land

value. $725,000 B-15440




