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STREET CRACKS

Good humor: By day he's a carpenter,
but at night Jim McLean of Westland
uses his time making people laugh.

Jim McLean
builds way
to headliner

BY Boi SADLER
SpEctal WiTER

Irdames Brown loys claim to the moniker
“hardest working man in show husiness,” the Jim
MeLean isn't far behind.

Perhaps he could be a nominee for the title
“Hardest working comic in Detroit.” This guy has
his feet wet with enough projects to make your
kin wrinkle,

When reached by telephone Wednesday night,
he had just finished teaching n cluss on comedy in
Royal Onk.

“I'm pretty pleased with the progress of the stu-
dents,” snid McLean of the class, organized
through Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle. it re-
minds me of my experiences coaching soccer.”

\Wait a minute? Conching soccer? What similar-
ities coull comedy have with the world’s most
popular sport? MeLean, who lives in Westland,
coached In various youth soceer programs for cight
yenes. He also played the game in high school, but
had his dreams of playing ot the next level
squashed during o tryout at Schooleraft College.

1 was told the only way I'd ¢ver get in a game
was if six guys broke their legs,” McLean admit-
ted.

For the past five yenrs, McLean instead has got-
ten his kicks on stage by night. He has honed his
ohservationa! style to n razor's edge in that time
and is known in the business as a solid “middler™
— the guy who comes out between the emeee nnc
sets the table for the headliner. On more thon a
few {ons McLean hos hincd Lhe higher
paid performer who followed him. ‘This has led to
sume headlining in the metro area ar well as lucra-
tive gigs doing sets at private parties.

Less financially rewording arce the more than 40
charity benefit sets McLean admits to performing
annunlly. However, the 31-year-old sces every time
wut on stage as an opportunity to improve and
build additional exposure for his talent.

By day, McLean <locs carpentry work to pay the
bitls. Considering himself an expert on working
with wood (not ta be confused with his comedy
- audiences), this comic hos had sume interesting
day jobs, including a part in the finishing touches
at the new Second City in Detroit.

Sece MCLEAN, 6B

A1 The Mite

B ANOTHER ITALIAN STALLION ... Fresh from his
blistering screen appearance in *Demolition
Man,” Sylvester Sta (oops!) Rocky LaPorto
(sorry this guy isn't in the movie) appenrs at

. | Chaplin’s East Oct. 19-23. and Choplin's West
. | Oct, 26-30, Call 792-1902 for reservations at
East and 533-8866 at West.

m MR. GREEN JEANS (NOT!) ... The extremely
funny Fred Greento brings his hilarious act to
Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle Oct, 26-30. Call
£42-9900 for reservations,

—Bob Sadier

Major league:
Detroiters
Majesty
Crush —
Hobey Ech-
lin (from
left), David
Stroughter,
Odell Nails
and Michael
Segal — re-
cently re-
leased their
major label
debut, “Love
15.”

A Fuoco

Interested in music ol o young
age, 1 teenage Dovid Stroughter rode
his moped regularly from his South.
field home to Play [t Again records
in Royal Oak to flip through new re
leases, Not having MTV or many
muagazines to count an, he would
rely on ulbum covers to describe the
bund’s sound,

Earlier this yenr when his band,

A record deal with Dali and having its own EP
“Fan" as the cover story of the influential Cleve-
land-based “Alternative Press" magazine is
helping to launch Majesty Crush on its musical
way to stardom,

have a need to stop and admire
uther prople beeause they're ton
husy admiring themselves, We're
singing siren songs to people whe
ure pretty much misfits, people who
just ache.”

Seemingly, the shy Stroughter has
seen intense pain himself, Speaking
about his music career, he briefly
mentions drug rehobilitation and

STREET BEATS

Majesty Crush, was d the
album cover for the recently re-
leased “Love 15,” he took those ba-
sics to heart.

“Imagery, | think, is really im-
portant, In record shops, you want
10 make sure what you're buying is
what you expeet,” said Stroughter, 8
1984 Southfield High School gradu-
ate.

They chose pastel-colored bub-
Iiles to cover “Love 15, the band’s
first relense for the Elektea Enter-
tainment-supported Dali Records.
The quartet’s record is a journey
through soft-spaken Stroughter’s
stripped emations.

“This is renl to me; this is the
stuff [ dream about,” Stroughter
said. “People who are blessed with
certuin gifts, beautiful people, or
people things come ensy to, don't

stints at several European colleges.
Finally, he settled back in Detroit
and formed Mujesty Crush with gui-
tarist Michael Segol, bassist Hobey
Echlin and drummer Odel! Nails.

Majesty Crush's first gig was an
upening spot with Capitel recording
artists Mazzy Star, who lnter toured
with the Cucteau Twins,

“{Mazzy Star lead singer) Hope
Sandoval liked the band and she
wave me the confidence carly on. |
figared 1 can do this,” he suid.

Besides Sandoval’s blessing,
meeting Diona Ross when he was 12
helped push his career along. He
grew up with her children.

“1 met her and when 1 shook her
hand it galvanized the moment. I
was like 12 years old, but I remem-
ber her,” Stroughter said. 1 wos

‘Love’-ly start

just an insecure livtle kid."

Last year at Pine Knob Music
Theatre, he got a chance to relive
the moment, Backstoge at her Pine
Knob show, Ross's sister reintro-
duced the two,

1n the early days of Majesty
Crush, a still insecure Stroughter
relied on his performance rather
than his singing to entrance the au-
dience, To polish his image, he
studied many of his idols.

“1 admire people like Nick Cave,
even though I've only seen footage of
him, Syd Barrett of Pink Floyd. He
writes so imuginative. 1 think it's an
important thing,” he said,

Two years ngo, the band released
its own EP, “Fan,” which received
substantinl coverage including n

stary on the influentinl Cleve-
ctl magazine "Alternative

Press,
Their deal began rolling after
their artist and repertoire represent.
ative stumbled upon “Fan™ at
Kim's Underground, a New York

ity recond store,

“All these people started hearing
about us,” he xaid.

Offers came pouring in from Dali
und other major-label subsidiaries.
Majesty Crush avoided the deals
that seemed half baked.

“Dali took so much time with us,
They took us to dinner,” he said.
“They olso have great bands like
Kyuss, this rock band, and Ul-

. We met with Kyuss and
Ultramarine and they had nothing
but good things to say about Dali.

“They drove a hard bargain and

we signed in January.”

He's also impressed with the la-
bel's commitment to its bands.

“They don't put something out
just to see if it sticks to the wall;
they'll do whatever it takes, They'll
work the record for a year.”

Now the band is working on let-
ting the United State know what
Mujesty Crush is all about.

*“Not many people are aware that
we exist,” Stroughter said. “For the
next couple months, we're going to
try to attract attention in college
towns to get opening slots next
year.”

As part of that plan, the band will
play New York's legendary CBGB
club with Luscious Jackson and
Fecd, the new band of Psychedelic
Furs frontmon Richard Butler, as
part of the College Music Journal
music conference on Nov. 5.

Within the next the couple
months, the band’s distributor
WEA (a conglomerate of Warner .
Bros., Elcktra, and Atlantic records)
will decide if they'll distribute else«
where in the world. Stroughter is
hoping that they don't,

“We're hoping not in England.
They (WEA) have Prince, Fleetwood
Mac and 300-400 other bands, so a
band like us that's just starting out.
could get lost in the shuffle,” he
said.

Majesty Crush will perform at St.
Andrew'’s Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
troit, on Saturday, Oct. 23, with spe+
cial guests Big Block and Poem
Rocket. For more information, call®
961-MELT.

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Street Scene next week:

. # Christina Fuoco's interview with the reggae
1 band Universal Xpression.
+ WLisn Rudy's gastronomical excursion to Union

Street.
. ® John Mannghnn's look at the latest offering on
the alternative movie scene.

Devoted: Depeche Mode — Alan Wilder, David Gahan, An-

8 .

drew Fletcher and Martin Gore — will perform at The Palace

of Auburn Hills Oct. 22-23,

Depeche Mode does
it with ‘Devotional’

By KYLE GREEN
SerciAL WRITER

LONDON — Reunited nfter nearly
three years without touring, Depeche
Made’s “Devotional” tour is packed
with impressive material and sur-
prises which could astonish even the
most devoted fane.

In Inte July, the synthesizer kings
reclaimed their throne in London as
16,000 subjects paid homage to them.

cal individuality resulting in a person-
al evolution which is casily reflected
in their performance.

No longer relying solely on key-
boards and drum machines, Depeche
Mode does not simply mirror its
recorded material. Now with backup
singers, drums and guitars as well as a
string quartet, the band’s sound hea
progressed into a solid musical mass,

Billed as the nx‘-\ly l;lnlled Kingdom

oh un

(The hand will bring the ext
to The Palace of Auburn Hills on Oct.
22.23.)

The sepaeation from the stage has
allowed each member to develop musi-

e in
derground station walls and on the
side of London's famed double-decker

See DEPECHE, 6B

Monday, Oct. 18

PRIMUS
with_the Melvins 3! the State Theatre,
2115 Woodward, Detroit, SOLD OUT (funky
afternative rock)

1-5451
RYSTERY MACHINE
with D.0.A, ot Blondie's, 21139 W. Seven
Mila, Detroit. (otheren) alternalive rock/

rock)

5358108

Tuesday, Oct. 19

DANFOGELBERD

\With Bath Nictsen Chapman at The Palace

of Aubum m’l:hns and Lopeer Road, Au-
im Hills, contem|

377.0100 poro)

DAVE VANIAN AXD THE PHANTOM CORDS
Indnslg.g;fl S. Saginaw, Pontiac. (punk)
334-1

THE AFGHAN WHIGS

IN CONCERT

51, Andrew's Holl, 431 E. Congress, Detrot.
POSTPONED

961-MELT

TOWER OF POWER

With Brothers From Anothet Planet at Tho
Majestic, 4140 Woodward, Detrot. (bmss/
attemalive rock)

99.-MUSIC

JONATHAN RICHMAN

Atin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit. {tock)
832-2355

PRIMUS

With the Metvins ol the State Theatre,
2115 Woodward, Detroll. {funky itemative
roc

961.5451

THEJAXS
wain Zug tstand Quml!lﬁl Blind Pig. 206-

208 S, Fitst St., Ann Arbor,

996.8555

BEX MOORE AND THE BLUES EXPRESS
Band N

e

Amercan Made Gnll, 31630 Pymouth
Road, Livonia, (blues)

513-9911

Wednesday, Oct. 20

BILLY IDOL

Fox Theatre, Woodward, Detroll. CAN-
CELLED

645.6666

TEARS FORFEARS

Fox Theatrs, Woodwsrd, Detrot, MOVED
FROM OCY. 19. (poppy rock)

6456666

FRANK ALLISON
Shadowbor Caflee, 2517 Trowbrdge, Ham.
tramck. (acoustic)
873.22.

GEORGE HOWARD

AVith Straight Ahead at the Royat Dak Music
Theatee, Royal Gok. (jar)

645.6666

THE MATTRIES

With Mommy Heads at Biind Pig, 206-208
S. First St., Anny Arbor.

996-8555

UJSMA JAZX

g Clu;iﬁ S. Saginaw, Pontiac, {(jazz)

Thursday, Oct. 21
NADOKNA

The Palace
of Aubum Hits, 1-75 and Lapeer Road, Au-
Seo IN CONCERT, 7B




