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Frugal guy

Drain chief cuts out budget fat

BY RALPH R, ECHTINAW
STAFF WRITER

While Oakland County Exccu-
tive L. Brooks Patterson wrestles
with a $21 million revenue short-
foll, drain commissioner George
Kuhn hor already pinned his op-
ponent and is currently beating
butget snvings out of it

Kuhn realized a  long-time
dream lust June when he began
merging the Water und Sewage
Operations Divislon of the De-
partment of Public Works into
the Drain Office,

The move transfered 137 em-
ployees and a $5.7 million budget
from public works to the drain
office ond is expeeted to reduce
expenses by hundreds of thou-
sunds of dollars a8 duplieate ser-
vices are eliminated. For example,
cach de ent had inspeeti

W ‘You're talking
about lacocca Kuhn
right here. I'm down-
sizing.’

. George Kuhn
Drain Commissioner

Ford exceutive, #)'m downalzing."”

Kuhn olso benefits from Patter-
son's early retirement program.
The Drain Office, he said, has 62
peopte eligible for early retire-
ment. At least 16 of those have
decided to retire, Kuhn wsaid.
Fourteen others are leaning
toward it. They have until Nov, 30
ta decide.

B the early

myintenance and Miss Dig units
-~ each doing the same work, Now
that the depurtments are merged,
Kuhn is able to get by with far
fewer people.

“You're talking about Incocen
Kuhn right here,” goid the former

di

done an
Job of running on efficlent depast-
ment. Jensen hadn't heard about
Kuhn's budget reduction, but
sald, *I don’t doubt that because
George Kuhn is that way. He's
beon very good with the county
ovar the years, He's a fighter.”
Since the merger, public works
director Dave Ross Is left with
two divisions, Facilities Engineer-
ing and Maintenance & Opera-
tions, but still commands one of
the county’s largest departments,
Kuhn hos lobbied for such a
merger aince he became drain
commissioner in 1972, but former
county exccutive Dan Murphy al-
ways opposed it. Murphy's re-

placement, L. Brooks Patterson,
liked the idea and said during the
campaign last year that ho'd like
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Cutitout: Oakland County Drain Commissioner George Kuhn has been socking it to

to see it done. his budget lately, preparing to cut at least $1.5 million in spending out.

suvings and the lidation of
departments, Kuhn expects to re.
duce the Drain Office budget by
ot least $1.5 miltion,

County commission finance
committec member Don Jensen,
R-Birmingham, said Kuhn haos
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They're expensive, unmanage-
able, and grow daily. If that's
your picture of health plans,

maybe we should talk,

We learned to talk carly. A
decade of managing health care
costs has taught us to speak

with authority.

We understand that sometimes
the tiniest emergency ¢an cause
the biggest headaches. So we
prescribe less paperwork and

more preventive care.

We'll talk big — offering you a
card with health care’s most
recognized symbols, the Blue

Cross and Blue Shicld.

We should talk soon. Call your
independent insurance agent or
Biue Care Network for more
information about the care

that's there.

1-800-662-6667

- who aren’t afraid
" of heights.

Put Your Money To Work
In A Higher-Paying Position.

Here’s your chance to advance with
higher earnings and guaranteed security in
aCD. But this rate is only being offered fora
limited time, and only at First of America
Bank. As always, depositors are FDIC
insured up to $100,000. And the rate is
locked in for the full 15-month term of the
certificate. So if you're looking for a safe and
secure investment that's guaranteed to pay
off, come to First of America. And opena CD
that's bound to raise your money's earning

power to a new level,

 CDs for people
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Lock Up A Rising Rate With A
CD That Won't Lock You In.

Every six months of its two-year term, our
Rising Rate CD gives you a guaranteed
increase in your interest rate without locking
you in. The rate earned for each six-month
period rises as the chart above indicates,
giving you a 5.0% APY during the final six-
month period. And you can withdraw all of
your investment within the first 10 days of any
six-month interval without penalty. The mini-
mumdepositand balance amountis only$1,000.
The Rising Rate CD. The liquidity you want,
with the guaranteed inlerest growth you need.

For more informalion about two of the highest-performing CDs youll see this year,
call or visit your nearest First of America bank office today.

i FIRST °F AMERICA.

A bank for life

A penalty may be impesed for early xcithdrowal other thax periods stated abor. Depasit timits opply. Indiriduals and sole proprition oxly.
Rates pood as of 10/5/93, sxbject 1o chaxge sithon! notice. Limited time ofer. ararlaie al participating hanks only. At the foxrtk maturily,
wonr CD mill awtomatically rene as & twoyear CO, Awnxal percentage sields shows adere refect the yield for eack sixmonth period
separately, axd are ot cumlatice yields. $1,000 minimuw depesit, Equal Honsing Lender. @ Memder FDIC. if hearing impaired, TDD
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