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Taking shape: The plant

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITER
irst of all, this is what's
not being buiit on the
northwest corner of Grand
River and Farmington:
W A gushing fountain.
WA permonent spot for the
Farmington sculpture, or,
M A platform for flying saucers
to land to offer rides to Nepture
during the upcoming Farmington
Halloween Fest.
Bury those rumors. Other
things are taking root at the cor-

ner in front of the historic Ma-
sonic Temple.

Construction is in full gear for
the new downtown three-tier
planter. ‘The spot that has been
ripe for fertile imaginations will
be the site of perennials and

~Grand River.

- “Brick by brick: Rock Smith of Westland lays a brick sidewalh around the

planter at Farmington Road and

other aromatic occurrences.
Farmington assistant city
manager Robert Schultz said he

in
is being built by Margolis Nt
cording to foreman Ron Tooson, the firm also creat-
ed the fountain for the Farmington Hills City Hall.

Corner planter
curbs rumors

Farming
rsery of Ypsilanti, Ac-

\

hosn't heard the rumors, espes
cially the believable one about a
fountain.

“Not unless someone comes by
and hita that fire hydrant on the
corner,” said Schultz. “It could
then.”

Schultz said the project is on
schedule, Bids are out to select a
gardener for the planting, which
should be completed by the end
of fall.

“It seems to be coming along
reasonably well,” Schultz said.
“\We've had reasonably good
weather.”

An artist's rendering of the
plaza is on display in the lobhy
of city hail.

The beautification project in-
cludes new lamps, & sign and
lighting as well es the three-
tiered plaza. The cost of project

is approximately $60,000.
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investigate other avenues of reve-
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- STANY WRITER nue hefore we settle in and let i e ,@
: -EurmingtonCiLyCuuncllcundi- merchants corry the freight.” XY @?y\g é!
ages are treating a proposed spe- 1 can see their dilemma,” add- 4308
Ceial ed challenger Russell Buyers, )

on

> commercinl property with the

+ caution they would a three-head-

ed%inake slithering on a patch of
"

sessment would be done by equal-
ized valuation, roughly 50 percent

“hut 1 don't agree with the ap-
proach.”
Buyers thinks the praposed
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fis - d special nswt{smcnt puts an unfair {1%’

11 agree the Downtown Devel. ol fed property value. burden on downtown businesses. =z

<Qn$w,“gmAumumy needs to be Assessments and  taxes are  He thinks it should be shored by J._@‘\\@

funded. But how? That's the touchy subjects, especially the rest of the city's businesses — Fotac REX at our
: around election time. For exam-  and residents. 1 b

-551?0.000 question.

o ple, challenger Mory Bush was re- Incumbent Arnald Cumpbell, a - 3 - a I
‘ ’ng“’ DDA “"gg“ ““ L‘“‘“ luctant to comment. on the other hand, sees the spe- ! ~!\<) quuldatlon S (5
'$330,000 from its 1994-95 budget ] don't want to make any com-  cinl ussessment furthering _the M N

¥ )

Leenuse of a decrease in tax incre-
ment finance revenue. That was &
 réault of Scnate Bill 1, which cut

~pibperty tax for wchools.
K ﬁ‘!hc DDA is looking at a special
© assessment on commercial prop-
+ orly owners downtown through
. Padlic Act 120. The 9.5 mill as-

ment publicly until 1 gather more
information,” Bush said.

Other candidates give the plan
mixed reviews.

% think we have to provide
funding for the DDA,” said Rich-
ard Tupper, who is running for a
sixth term. . . . but we ought to

progress the DDA has made. He's
soes it ns o contingency plan,
which will be adjusted if the state
or sehiools decide to levy any new
taxes.

“The hardest part is we don't
know what Lonsing is going to
do,” Campliell said.

@DA from page 1A

BILL DORAN COMPANY

Wholesale Florist Supply
NOW

OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC
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% next year, The DDA still re-  owners of the Downtown Farm- this way annually: \p/ [ FLO d C S LY %&"- /;%
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¢lty, Huron-Clinton Valley Au. nue would be used to offset the recruitment, travel, workshops, % Sllk Flowers Greens o/ ﬁ\ .
- ‘thority and Oakland Community nsscssment. facade lending and sign programs. f ) . Ribbon « Paint * Baskets - Pottefy 4 \"‘%
ollege. The authorily also re- “It's still a net decrease,” ® Promotion: $48,000, for con- N . . *{’ N
Gelves $33,000 from a 2.mill tax  Lauhofl said. “The state hasn't  tinual and seasonal promotions ’ Ch.nstmas Mefchandlse . -\";," n.
afZeady in place. decided nnytjhimé yﬁl regarding  geared to hrin;e in new shoppc'x"t Sy \*.}
. IS i 15 mi _ e prop 16-m i plus i support for the 3
lilrri‘e? ‘::tlx‘;d t::t. tllu?vn‘:::g:\ lﬁf-:::- tax. There would still be n 9. to  present busineas base, All Sales Are Final <":\,.-
<5 at o disadvantage. 10-mill decrease over what busi- W Maintenance: $20,000, for VISA, MAS. CARD & PERSONAL G
nesses ore paying today.” housckeeping chores in the down- CHECKS ACCEPTED 3

A 1ot of merchants downtown
having a difficult time,” Roy
, “To put an additional noose
ciund their necks a foolish.”

he rest of the board mombers

oedd support for the plan. veloj

. pment. The act requires the Birmingham has taken similar

<"1 Board member Nadino Raffur-  special assessment moncy to bo measures under Public Act 120. Troy * M

* .ty, who was absent from the mect enemarked for 8 specific project.  Southfield is considering it, ac. (313) 435-6430

> !ing, submitted a letter of support
4 *on behalf of Kimeo Realty Corp.,

The special esscssment is al-
lowed under Public Act 120,
which lets cities establish princi-
pal shopping districts for the pur-
poses of development and rede-

The DDA said the $650/
raised over five years will be spent

town shopping orea, including
$8,000 in cxpenses to cover such
things ns painting strectacape fue-
niture, tree replacements and
utility costs for lamps.

cording to DDA director Judy
Downuy.

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-4 pm
Sat. 7:30 am-1 pm

1495 Axtell Drive

““Swed Broadway’ sh heduled

;dweaes on broa way” show scneau e S

5 Pt
“ -, “Swedes On Brondway,” astage  Mile Road, Farmington Hills, on  tion that includes o dessert. A 2
3 5o staged by tho Scandia ond  Saturday, Oct. 23. ioner show ia planned for 6:30 TR ‘1“7"":{!&/\

% "Iht Arpt chorusea of the Swedish pam. for a $17.50 donation. For LSy €~'E(‘\\‘.‘»\.

4 +Club, will be presented at the A show is ncheduled for 1:30  reservations, call Lillian {656+ ‘3»3.1 }ﬁ‘;\!ﬂr"]' /»"I‘(‘ I
4 _Finnish Center, 35200 W. Eight p.m. Soturdsy for n $7.50 dona- 8462) or Diona (761-4482), LAY I ALY AN -




