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mazing

Venturing
where no  film
has ever gone be-
- il‘;:lm, ’l‘ou‘elmmnc
N ctures’ stop-
. L2 motlon anlmated
musical fontosy, Tim Burton's
“The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas” combines the power, en-
chontment and artistry of stop-
motion animation with state-of-
the-art technology to create a
yniquc and entertaining moviego-
ing experience.

QOpening Friday at metro De.
trait movie theaters, thix delight-
ful film creates a magical renlm
where fantastic characters come
convincingly to life and et into
“gt, tion" a ch ing and

animation in ‘The N

the art form as never bafore, weave
ing elements of traditional frame-
by-frame animation with the real-
ism of actun! three-dimenaional
sets built and it as live-action.

Set in a world where every holi-
day has its own_specinl land,
“The Nightmare Before Chriat-
mas” follows the misguided pas.
sion of Jack Skellington, Hallow-
centown's  beloved Pumpkin
King, who oversces the creation of
a) the ghoulish delights, frights
and surprises that this holiday
traditionally exports to the “real
world.”

Bored with the same annual
routine, Jack finds a new purpose
in life when he accidentally stum-
hles upon the entryway to Christ-

)
fanciful tale that will capture the
imoginations and hearts of me-
viegaers of all ages,

In much the same way that
Touchstone Pictures’ “Who
Famed Roger Rnhliit" revitalized

and becomes instantly
enraptured with the bright colors,
toys, decorations and warm splrit
that he discovers there,

He returns home obsessed with
bringing Christmas under his
control and enlists his loyal

the process of live.ac-
tion and animation, “The Night-
mare Before Christmas® brings a
new sense of excitement, discov-
ery and wonder to the speeinlized
art of stap-motion animation, The
film expands the boundaries of

‘Beverly Hillbillies” doesn’t

“THE BEYERLY HILLBILLIES”

to help him become
o substitute Santa ond create 2
*new and improved” version of
the holidoy. But even the best
Jaid plans of mice and skeleton
men con go seriously astray as
Jack discovers all too soon.

Chances ave if’
you're sucker
enough to shell
out six bucks for
“The Beverly
Hillbillies” mov-
ie, you'll proba-
bly like it a a lot.
“Sure it's stu-
pid,” said Mi-
chael Lapish of

" JOHN
MONAGHAN

by: Rwenticth Century
Fox

Staning: Jim Varncy, Dabney
Coleman, Lily Tomlin, Lea
Thompson, Cloris Leachman
‘and Rob Schneider

Ditected by: Penclope Spheeris
Produced by: fan Bryce and
Penelope Spheeris

Written by: Lawrence Konner,
Mark Rosenthal, Jim Fisher
and Jim Stakl

Ratod: PG-13 (Parental Guidance
Suggested, some maoteriol may
not be suitable for p }

Livonia, “But it
captures the whole Mavor of the
old show perfectly.”

1 have to agree. Despite the crit-
tcal drubbing it has received, the
movie is an admittedly mindless,
hut often funny tribute to the
popular 1960 television show.

You get bewildered hillbillica
enting at the pool table, passing
pots of hog jowls with cue sticks;
Granny mixing up a batch of her
special “medicine™; Ellie May
surraunded by tame bears and
raccoons; and horse-faced ‘Jm:c
H ¢ \

Running time: I hour, 44 minutes
Rating (out of a possible four):

(]

irtin;
with the rackheaded Jethro.
About the only cherished cle-
ment that doesn’t moke the trans-
formation is the incidental music,
cthereal guitar strums that usual-
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y { shats of the lux-
urlous home or its “cec-ment
pond.”

Director Penelope  Spheeria
knows what audienees want from
the these big-screen TV shows, ns
she proved last year with the
monster hit “Wayne's World,”

‘Rudy’ tackles odds
in heartwarming film

Daniel E. (Rudy) Ruettiger was
told that he could not sus
his father, his teachers, conches
and fricnds agreed that Rudy
could never get into Notre Dame,
fet along participate in tho mast
time-honored football program in
the nation.

But Rudy Ruettiger, small-
town boy from the Midwest,
shaws enough grit, spirit and will
to theill a nation hungering for
real-life heroes in “Rudy,” a stir-
ting dramn now playing at metro
Petroit movic theaters,

+ Starring Scan Astin in the title
role, Ned Beatty, Charles S, Dut-
ton, Jason Milter, Lili Taylor and
Robest Prosky, “Rudy" is a TriS-
tar Pictures relonse.

* 1t begina in Jolict, Hlinois, in
1960. Rudy is a young boy grow-
ing up in a large Catholic work-
ing-ctass family in which the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame is revered
and every Fighting Irish football
Wwin 1 a victory for the family.

* Rudy’s father, however,
discourages him from evry aspir-
ing to a school lke Notre Dame.
Daniel Ruettiger (Ned, Beatty)
knows that his people are work.
ers, Balt.of-tho-carth types, and
that Notre Dame is for rich kids,
emart kids, great athlctes — kids

N
'y

in a dilterent league. He also
knows that if you chase after un-
realistic and unattainable
dreamg, you're going to get hurt,
and Daniel wants te protect hls
son from disappointment.

Throughout his childhood,
however, Rudy insists he's going
to play football for Notre Dame,
and every time he does his broth-
ers and others deride him. His
grades are terrible, he's small, and
the best that can be said about
his athletic ebilities is that he
tries hard,

Rudy gradustes from high
achool, and goes to work at the
stecl mill with his father and two
Drothers. One day his best friend
is killed in an Industrial accident,
ond the gricf-stricken Rudy is
shocked into action. He knows
that if he doesn't move immedi-
ately to make his dream come
true, he never will, and a part of
him will die surcly as his friend

did.

All his lifo Rudy listened to and
believed hin father, brothers,
tenchers, his fiance — ail those
closct to him — when they told
him what he could and couldn't
do. From this day on, ho's going to
fisten to what his heart hos to tell
him instead.

= PREVIEW

Produced by Tim Burton, who
conceived the project nearly 12
years ago when he was enimator
at The Walt Disncy Studios,
“Nightmare” has finally been
Lrought te the blg screen by direc-
tor Henry Setick, a leading cre.
ative force in stop.motion and
other experimental forms of ani-
mation,

Since no one had ever under-
taken a atop.motion animation
project on such a massive scale
before, a special studio had to be
created expressly for the nceds of
the production. During the course
of the two years of actual produc.
tion, more than 120 animators,
artists, comera operators and
technicians worked on the film,
and at the peak of production, 20
individunl stages were simulta-
neously used for filming pur.

poacs.

“T'o me, Halloween has always
been the most fun night of the
year,”" Burtan said, “It's a night
where rules arc dropped and you
can be somebody else or anything
at all. It's where fantasy rules, It's

all very fun and only scary in a
humorous way. Nobody's out. to
scare anybody to death; they're
out to delight each other with
their scorineas, That to me is the
spirit of Halloween and this mov-

fe
“The Nightmare Before Christ-

ight efore Christmas’

mas" opens Friday, at these sub-
urban movie theaters: AMC Lau-
rel Park, Novi Town Center,
Showease Dearborn, Showcase
Pontiac, Showcase Sterling
Heights, Star John R and Star
Rochester. .

You be the critic. To let us know

'Hollday
happening:
The holiday
worlds of
Christmas
and Hallow-
een find
themselves
on a comic

B collision
course in

Tim Burton's
“The Night-

mare Before

Christmas.”

what you think of a recently re-
leased film, coll 953-2105 and
leave a Voice Mail message for
Keely Wygonik, Taste/Entertain-
ment Editor. Include your name
and hometown with your com-
ments. Or fax comments to Wygo-
nik at §91-7279, \

disappoint ardent fans

ate ol

| REVIEW

She delivers often idiotic, occa-
sionally hilarious vignettes woven
together in the Nlimstest of plots.
For the two or three readers un-
familinr with either the series or
its theme song, Jed Clampet be-
comes wealthy avemlghthw‘hen he

the sur apt cast. Lily
Tomlin makes a wonderfully effi-
cient Ms, Hothaway, the banker’s
assistant who handles the Hillbil-
lies’ often complicated affairs and
painful assimilation into the life-
style of the rich and famous,
Cloris Leachman has scen bet-
ter roles but does a letter- perfect
impersonation of Granny. Even
Jim Vamey, the ever- irritating
star of appli ials an

discovers oil on his
acreage. He moves his family out
to Beverly Hills, Califarnia in the
hopes of getting hitched and turn-
ing his tomboy doughter Ellic
May into a lady.

One of the funniest bits occurs
upon their arrival on the West
Const, where impatient drivers
flip their middle finger at the
slow-moving jalopy. The naive
Hillbillies, who think they're
being welcomed, start flipping
people off whenever they want to
say “howdy.”

Despite these occasionnl forays
into off-color humor, the Hillbil.
lies are still rooted firmly in the
values (and even culture) of the
1960s. Any relevance to the '80s is
purely coincidental,

Jethro used to turn the jalopy
into a “double-naut” spy car; now
he adds big tires and makes it a
monster truck, Ma, Hathaway is
no stranger to doting.

the “Ernest” movies, docs justice
to the mellow Jed Clampet.

As in “Wayne's World,"
are plenty of cameos, incl

Buddy Ebgen (the show's original
Jed) reprising his other television
creation, Barnaby Jones. He's on
the traf! of an unscrupulous gold-
digger (“Back to the Future's"
Len Thompson) out to marry Jed
and bilk him out of billions,

You could wax philosophical
about movies like this and how
they signnl the absolute rock bot-
tom of creativity in Hollywood. Or
you set a spell, kick your shoes

singing mlong with the theme
song) the unlikely success of
*The Beverly Hillbillies.”

To leave a message for John
Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phane, fax him a note at §91-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
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Go against
the grain.

Cut down on salt.

i

She just has a more complex da-
tabase,
If the movie works at all, thank

yHeart A

ROLLING STONE MAGAZINE, Peter Tearers.

Tim Burton has
created a brilllant
k

WHEN PEQPLE SAY DREAMS DON'T
COME TRUE, TELL THEM ABOUT RUDY.

“TWO 'l’_ls.lulﬂ%'BS upt?

CRORT IIE 0 l0 AT et ThOORE s

RUDY

NOW SHOWING AND CONTINUING AT
[ SHOWCASE i |

AMC WOODS

_————
T, ADDITIONAL TREATRES LTINS
STAYTIIEKE AMC LAUREL PARK | AMC SOUTHFIELD CITY
AMCSOUTHLAND GCC NOVI TOWN CTR.
QUO VADIS SROWCASE Axun
STAR GRATIOT
nern  FAIRLANT

STAR JOHN A aT14 MiLL

STAR LINCOLN PARK | STAR WINCHESTER |
T _LARESIDE | oh WEST RIVER |
BORAY MO PASILE

cem of movi
with a knockout

musical score.”
ABC RADIO NETWORK, B Diekl

Tim Burton spinsa
fun-house fantasy.”
TIME MAGAZINT, Rschard Cories

Tiv BURToN3
T

"FUN FOR TKE
WHKOLE XDDAMS FRMILY.

It stamps the unmistakable Burton sensibility onto every frame.”
VI NDW YORK TIMES, Janet Masta

“TWO0 TEUMBS UPI" *It's unlike any movie {'ve ever seen.”
SUKILA TATRT SISKEL & TRINT, Gras Sael
“IT3 TIMELESS ROVIE MRGIC...

Dazzling! An animated fun-house for eeck freaks of all ages.
Tt has the carmarks of an enduring classic.”

“WORDERFUL. DXZZLIBG XD BIZARRE!




