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has given him a different perspec.
tive from being on the other side
of the councili table.

“That's why [ always try to re-
olly explain why I voted the way I
did on a speciiic issue,” he said.

That is important, especially
on issues where the city stands to
luse money, which hurts all of the
taxpayers, Grant said. The city
had been involved in zoning is.
sues where it would have faced
$500,000 in legal fees and a huge

He took the batan: As
Farmington Hills mayor,
Jon Grant helped conduc-
tor Karen Nixon (right)
and Group du jour.

settlement had it acted different-
Iy, he said.

“It’s our taxpayers who have to
pay,” he said. *“They would have
to pay that $1.6 million.”

Grant said he doesn’t think the
city will become like some other
suburbs that have, like Detroit,
been left as the population moves
further away,

“We have maintained strict

height limitations to keep the ru-
ral feeling,” he said, “We haven't
given tax abatementa,”

Grant, who 1s the city's repre-
ive on the 13 i

three-county Vision for Eight
Mile Corridor commlittee, said
Farmington Rilla does not have
as serious & problem as some
other communities along Eight
Mile, but It must roverse the
trend of blight.

“We have to do something
now,” he said, “I think this is
golng to work. I wan disappointed
when (Qakland County Executive
L. Brooks) Patteraon pulled back
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(support), but people scem to Le
coming around.”
Redaval to

provider In the city, competition
should be encouraged, Grant said.

will

be one of the top issues for the
city as it matures, ho satd.

Grant sald other issues of con-
cern include;
B Parks. The city's acquisition of
property, including some 27 acres
from the Sisters of Mercy, has
provided citizens with a “good
mix" of active and passive parks,
# Cable TV, Since MetroVision is
not nonprofit and it is the only

he sald.

Few realized the problems that
citica would have to contend with
when cable componies came on
the scene, Grant sald. The same
problems are likely to oceur with
companies, 1tke Cellutar One and
Ameritech, thot want to put up
towers within the city that exceed
the current height limits, he sald.

would be great,”
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o wish we'd nover allowdd
them in the first place,”" Grant
said. in
W A proposed 120KV power line
that would run through the noth-
e part of the city from east.to
weat will help case power outages,
but fsn't the only problem the
utility has in the city, Grant sald:

“I live on the south side, and
we have a power outage problem,”
he said. “And there are customer
gervice problems as well.”

/ . . ‘.
Grant tunes community into orchestra

Jon Grant Jan't terribly active
in sports and says his only real
hobby ia being a city councilman
in Farmington Hills.

And although he dacsn’t claim
to be a music critic, he couldn't
help but notice that a group of
classical musicians was getting
the cold shoulder from music pa-
trons in the city.

“I went to a Group du jour con-
cert and they were excellent,”
Grant said. "I was shoecked be-
cause there was hordly anyone
there.”

‘That was last November when
Grant was still mnyor. Rather
than shrug his shoulders and
move on, Grant, whose wife Debra
is active in the Farmington Arts
Council, helped spread the weord
about the group. His company
also is a sponsor,

Attendance improved and last
month Mayor Nancy Bates nn-
nounced that Farmingten and
Farmington Hills were giving
thelr name and support to the
group, now called the Farmington
Aren Philharmonic.

Musical dircctor and conductor
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Karen Nixon said Grant's help
was invaluable.

“He really helped us get the
word out,” ahe sald,

"The orchestra, which employs a
core group of about 76 musiciona
who also play for the llkes of the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, the
Michigan Opera Theatre and the
Toledo Symphony, has performed
twice this year and has three more

performances scheduled. That is
a for cry from a time when Nixon
waan't sura if the group had a fu.
ture in the two cities. .
But just to prove that he is n
musical snob, Grant admitted
that the night before attending
the philharmonic's opening con-
cert Sept. 26, he weathered the
rains at Tiger Stadium to watch
Rod Stewart in concert.
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HOMEUNE; 953-2020
» Open houses and new developments in your area,
» Free real estate seminar information.
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FAX LINE: 1-800.967-5904 o
> YOU Can USE a MasterCarde or Visas1o access the following informa-
tion from our classified ads:
« ftem No, 3402: Looking for a place to rent or someone to share
an af with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds.
Available beginning October 6 by 6 p.m. and every
Wednesday thereatter at the same time, Cost: $5.95,
 Item No. 1510: Plan your next trip to the cider mill with this
directory of clder mills In southeast Michigan. Cost: $3.95.
» Jtem No, 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts,
i rummage sales, Cost: $5.95
 Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air-
planes, etc. Cost: $5.95
* Item No, 9822; Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of
automoblles. Cost: $39.95
« Item No. 2001; Listing of all gaolf courses and their rates In
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb countles, Cost: $4.95
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BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901-4711
LIVONIA AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 591-0903

EactaGenanst | | > Wilh a computer and modem you can log on to O&E On-Line, a com-
- puter bulletin board service {BBS). Here's some of the features you can
Thie Art of Scott Gustalson. access:
Goldilocks and the * Community events including all areas covesed by our paper
Three Bears, * Stock quotes that are updated dally,

* Associated Press news - local and natianal,
= Westcoast Musle Review, an clectronic music magazine,
« Boardwatch magazine,a guide to on-line information services,
* PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs,
Sign on 1o O&E On-Line with or without our software, Software is avall-  [*
able by mail for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the
Observer & Eccentric® offices In Livonla or Blrmingham and pay $3. 1

Scoll Gustalson Creates reisures
for the chitd In each of us,
Complete wiih an cmbossed

g accompanied by 8
specid] 1o card. idtlocks and
the Three Dears ls ovaliabie only
thjough authortzed Qreeawich
workshop dealess. For more
mnienation, please visi or call our

1 {siul
2 ,}";[:r.!rﬁ}

| A

SAVE 40% on Factory Select Dining

$429

Ravery.
' BBS HOTUNE: 953-2266 Room, Occaslonal,
Meadowbrook | | TFaiTree io call G+ i you need heip signing on 16 OKE On-Line. | and Upholstered k.
2P0 ancenter |, Items! : .
! E 1
41200 Ten Mile Road P! B C SSIC I’lterlors :
Novl. Michigan 48375 @bsewef ftteﬂlﬂc 20292 Middlebelt {8, of 8 Mile} Livonis « 474.-6900
{313) 477-6620 NEWBPAPERS Motr.. Thurk . Fei. P I0-D: Tucs.. Wed., Sat, 0.30-3; Sun. 13

+ Al discounts are off manufacturers suggested retall prices
+ Alt presioun vales excluded + Offer not valld sith any other

i

A Geeernenh Workshop
Liemurea Fiitum fmi,

O S




