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Llstings features notes and news about subur-
ban real estate, To list an event, write: Listings,
Real Estate Editor, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcratt, Livonia 48150, Our

fax numberis 313-591.7279.

REALES

Tips to sell your house

Homeowners can play an important
role in the timely sale of their proper.
ty, Whether you're employing the ex-
pertise of n real estate anles associate
or selling your own home, RE/M.
Realtors advise following these sim.
ple and inexpensive steps to help

lete the sole faster and at the

M LEASING VP
Detroit-based Renais-
sance Center Management
Co, has named Richard
8. Czerwinski of Bir-
mingham vice president-
office leasing.

He formerly was leasing
director for Damone/An-
drew Inc. He's a member
of the South Onklond
Board of Realtors.

8 COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE

Czorwinsk}

‘The Detroit Metro CID (Commercial Investment

Division) will present a program on ane of com-

mercinl renl estate's hottest topics: the retail

market,
The panel will discuss the trends, the
markets and the mojor players,

target

Panclists include: Charles Miller, group vice

president.real estate, Kmart; John Ferrick, real

estate manager, Home Depot; Chris Van

Wan-

ing, senior renl estate representative, PetCare
SuperStore; Jeffrey S. Green, president, Howard
L. Green & Associntes, retail real entate consult-

ants,

The event take place 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tues-
day, Oct. 26, in the Radisson Plaza Hotel, 1500

‘Town Center, Southfield. Luncheon cost is $256

for CID members, $35 for nonmembers, Call 585-

1283 for reservations,

B THE FARBMAN GROUP

The Southfield-based real estate firm Farbmon/
Stein and Co, changed its name to The Farbman
Group expanded to new headquarters. The com-
pony lse opened an office in downtown Detroit.
“Qur new name more sccurately reflects the

diversificd nature of our business today,

" i

chief exccutive officer Burton Farbman. “The

firm now canaists of several divisionn ns well as

offices in seven states,”

A full-gervice real estate company, The Farl-

mian Group provides asset mansgement, propety
141 Tearivational

finance,

sales, land acquisition, construction, ond leasing
and sale af office, retail and industrial facilitics.

best possible price:

1. Make the most of that rst im-
pression. Never underestimote the

1 of outward apy
especiolly where your home is con-
cerned, Potentinl buyers hegin their
decision-making process carly, usual-
ly after thedr first glunce of your prop-
erty. A well-manicured lawn, neatly
trimmed shrubs and a clutter-free
porch welcome prospects; so does o
freshly painted or at least a freshly
scrubbed front door. The fewer the
ubstacles between proapects and the
true appeal of your home, the better.

2, Invest a few hours for future divi-
dends. Here's your chance to clean up
in real estate. Clean up in the living
room, the bathroom, the bedrooms
and the kitchen, If the woodwork is
seuffed or the paint is fading, perhaps
you might wunt to congider some mi-
nor redecoration. Fresh wallpaper in
the kitchen or bath con add charm
and value to your property, I appro-
printe, consider adding a brass kick-
plate, mailbox and porch light. Pros.
peets would rather see how great your

home reolly Jooks than be told how
greot is could Took, “with a little
work,"”

3. Check faucets und bulbs, Drip-
ping water rattles the nerves,
lors the sinks and suggests th
tence of faulty or worn-out plumbing,
Burned-out bulbs leave prospects in
the dark. Don’t let little problems
distract  prospects  (rom  all  the
strengths your home has to offer,

4. Don't shut out a sale. If cabinets
or closet doors stick in your home,
you ean he sure they will also stick in
a prospect’s mind, Don't try to ex-
pluin uway ky situations when
you can ensily plane or sand them
away. A little effort on your purt can
smaoth the way toward a closing.

5. Moke your bothreoms aparkle.
Bathrooms sell homes, 8o let them
shine. Check and repalr damaged or
unsightly caulking in the tubs and
showers. For added allure, display
your hest towels, mats and shower
curtains.

6. Create dream bhedrooms. Wake-
up prospects to the cozy comforts of
1 :

13, Watch your pets, Dogs and cats
are great companions, but not when
you're showing your home. Pets have
a talent for getting underfoot. Pros-
pects may appreciste your keeping
Kitty and Sput outside during show-
ings mare than you think.

14. Think volume. Rock-n-rolt will
never die; but it might kill o real es-
Late jon. When it's time to

your L For a sy look,
conshder getting rid of excess furni-
ture. Colorful hedspreads and fresh
curtuins can do wonders.

show your home, you're better off
turning down the stereo or television.

15. Relax. Be l'r'l.endly. but don't try

7. Make room for space.
potential buyers are looking for more
than just comfortable living space.
They're lovking for sterage space, too.
Make sure your attic and basement
are clean and free of unnecessory
itemn,

8. Consider your closets, The hetter
organized a closet, the larger it ap-
pears, Take the time to box up those
unwonted clothes and donate them to
charity,

9. Open up the daytime. Let the
sunshine in. Pull back your curtains
and drapes su prospects can see how
bright and cheery your home really is.

10. Lighten up ot night. Turn on
the excitement by turning on your
lights, both inside and out, when
showing your home in the evening.
Lights add color and warmth and
help muke prospects feel welcome.

11, Think safety. Homeowners
learn to live with all kinds of self-set
baoohy teaps: reller skates on the
stairs, exposed extension cords, slip-
pury throw rugs, low-hanging over
lead lights and so on, Make your res-
jdence as non-perilous as possible for
unexpected visitors.

12, Avoid crowd scenes. Potentinl
buyers often feel like intruders when
they enter o home filled with people.
Rather than giving your house the at-
tention it deserves, they're likely to
hurry through it. Keep the company
present to o minimum or schedule
your visits from friends and family
around your home showings,

to force Prospects most
times want to view your home with
minimal distraction,

16. Don't apologize. No matter how
humble your abede, never apologize
for its shortcamings. Accentunte the
positive.

17. Don’t turn your home into a
second-hand store, When prospects
come to view your home, don't dis-
tract them with offers to sell those
furnishings you no longer need. You
may lose the biggest sate of all.

18. Keep n low profile. Nobody
knows your home as well us you do,
but your sales associate knows buyers
— what they want and what they
don't want. Your sales associate will
have an casier time articuluting the
virtues of your home if you stay in the
background.

18. Defer to experience. When pros-
pects wont to talk price, terms or
other real estate matters, let them
speak to an expert — your real estate
sules associate.

20. Help your assuciate, Your asso-
cinte will have an ensicr time s

to prorate -
house taxes:

‘There is an ongo~
ing dispute ~ine
northern Michigan.
among renl estate
brokers us to how,
real property taxes;
in a private sale;
should be prorated; -
What is the proper -
methed for prorat~..
ing taxes?

CONDO
QUERIES

ortr
In a private real
property sales transs,-
action, there are typ-,
icolly three methods in which taxes
are prorated — due date basis, calon-.
dar year basis end fiscal year basi
The parties moy agree to apportion
the property taxes in any manner ind
their purchase aogreement should -
clearly state the method agreed upon.
Absent such a wrilten agreement,
Michigan statute requires that the
setler shall be responsible for thoe*
property toxes up to the day beforo-
title passes to the buyer, and .the
buyer is responsible for the remuinder
aof the property taxes. o
This is commonly known as 't
due dute method, "
The statute seems to be buse
upon an assumption thut taxes Bre.
paid in advance, however. The local
taxing authority must be consulted to
determine whether the property taxes
are deemed poid in advance or in’
This will determine if the:
entitled to reimbursement (if
) or if the purct is

ROBERY M.
MEISNER

paid in

your home il shawings are sck 1
through his or her office. You'll ap-
precinte the results,

RE/MAX has 34,000 full-time real
estate associates working out of 2,000
ind fently owned and op d of+
fices. The RE/MAX Detroit Metro Re-
gion — with 26 offices in Ogkland,
Wayne and Macomb counties — had
a sales volume of nearly $800 miilion
in 1992,

entitled to reimbursement (if paid in

arrears),

There are also income tax consider-
utions that must be evaluated in se-
lecting the best method for prorating
taxes. Check with an accountant or
tax lawyer.

Also, consult an experienced renl
estate lawyer to review the purchase
agreement before it becomes binding
on the partics. .
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0 Orig. Fees*;
O Closing Costs*;

*Many loans are eliglble; call now..
1o see which will work best for you. .|

Fleet Mortgage Corp. %

| 462-40441




