8A(F)

The Observer/ THURSDAY, OCTORER 21, 1993

Sheriffs credit Nichols
for ably handling scandal

By Pat Murruy
Stary WhiTER

His counterparts in Wayne and
Genesee counties — us well as his
predecessor in Oakland — had
words of understanding for Oak-
land Sheriff John F. Nichols,
whose department has  been
wracked by allegations of corrup-
tion and misconduet.

They liked the way he handled
what has been termud the “worst
political corruption In Oakland
Cuunty history.”

Waoyne County Sheriff Robert
A. Ficano and Genesee County
SheriflT Joc Wilson were asked
ahout problems within the Oak-
land department last week in sep-
arate phone interviews.

Also contacted wos Johannes
Spreen who, like Nichols, was
nlso elected to three terms as
Qakland County's top cop,

Ficano, Wilson and Spreen are
Demverats, Nichols is a Republi-
enn.

Ficano, Wilson and Spreen safd
they hove no first-hand knowl.
edge of the inner workings of the
Oakland's  sherilf  department,
Furthermore, each said he will
not attempt to judge the defend-
ants,

But cach said he followed de-
velopments as reported in the me-

any bureaucracy could bo subject
to corruption.

Work programs amount to “day
parole” progeams under which in-
mates do not wear Lhe traditional
prison unll'ormnll nn.ll como ond go

Jing to indivi 4 oetul,

he said. Deputies get to know the
inmates, and there can be the
temptation to exchunge favors,
“It happens,” Ficano said,
“The key is checks and balances.”
The checks and balances with-
in his department lead to the fir-
ing of two civillan employees in
his work release programs, Ficano
said. But otherwise they have
been scandal-free, he soid, “We
watch them, and we audit them,”
Wayne County has a traditional
work release program hused in
Hamtramck and an alternative
work program in which nonviolent
inmates who do not have jobs con
work on public projects, such as
clenning Hines Park Drive.

Work release time

Much of the alleged corruption
within Qaklond's work  release
program focuses on deputies al-
nore time away
r jols — or con-
sideration for reduced sentences
— in exchange for fuvors, accerd-
élr}‘g to Prosecutor Richard

dia becnuse of 1 inter-
ests,

Imperfect systems
*No system is perfect,” said Fi-
to all i

Inmate Joseph Bergin, who was
alsu a loan officer at the First Se-
curity Savings Bank in Bloom.
field Hills, is charged with bribery
for all trying to arrunge & no

cano, ing of
corruption that lead to the arrests
of three command officers and
three deputics within Oakland
County work release program and
the Rochester Hills substatlon —
hoth supervised by Nichols,

Also arcested corlier this month
were the mayor of Rechester
Hills, her aide and three former
inmates at the work release pro-
gram.

Ficano, whose department has
similar programs in which in-
motes can work during the day

foe, no cost mortgage for sherifMs
Sgt. James Coutu, who is chorged
with nine felonius.

Deputy Arthur Kinney is
charged with misconduct in office
for allegedly allowing then work
release inmate Greg Motriuk to
install Mooring nt his home at dis-
counted rates, At the time
Motriuk, who is net charged,
worked at Rochester Floors and
Interiors.

Thompson said these alleged
incidents are poart of a pattern of

in the Onkland work release pro-

gram.

Genesee County Sherilf Wilson
said that kind of corruption Is al-
ways a danger. Deputies — in-
cluding cammund officers — are
human and thus can be tempted
to trade favors for material gain,
“But it's very hard to keep somu-
thing like that quiet. Usually
sumebody knows what's going on,
and invariably they talk.”

Handling corruption

The only way to deal with cor-
ruption - once it has crept into a
deportment — is directly and
with vigor, said Ficano, Wilson
and Spreen. And that's how Ni-
chols approached alleged wrong-
doing within his department, they

sald,

“He (Nichols) could have let
those deputies leave or retire,”
Wilson sald. “But he didn’t. He
went ufter them. I give him ered-

Former Oukland Sheriff Spreen
also credits Nichols with han-
dling the nlleged corruption ap-
proprintely. But Spreen was criti-
cal of Nichols for nat exercising
more control,

“You've got to wonder if he (Ni-
chols) was asleep ot the switch, or
if e is simply tao old to be a good
manager,” said Spreen, who was
reached ot his retirement home in
Marine City.

Although they have much in
common, Spreen said he and Ni-
chols aren’t close friends, Each
served as police commissioner in
Detroit before moving to Oakland
County. AL one time Spreen had
Nichals as an undersheriff before
Nichols bhecame police chief in
Farmington Hills.

Spreen scoffed at Prosccutor
Thumpson's characterization of
alleged  wrongdoing within  Ni-
chols’ department ag the “worst
political corruption in Qukland
County history.

“There's a lot worse political
corruption  than that,” Spreen
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