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Feds foiled former hostage on book research

BY Sug Buck
STAYF WRITER

When ex-hostage and former
Associnted Press editor Terry An-
derson lnst year began rescarch-
ing his newly-released book, “Den
of Lions,” the FBI denled access
ta the files concerning nine terror-
ista he cited by name.

“I received a letter atating that
1 could not have the ﬂles. unless 1

ing the privacy of terrorists."”

Anderson said that he is still
“locking for ono interesting, use-
ful fact’ kn the mounds of blacked
out documents he received from
government ngenmcm

He added that he's nat going to
quit his records search now that
the hook {5 out.

“I'm hoppy to soy that the
Clinton Administration is iusuing
new

received a
from each of ﬂwﬂe gentlemen give
ing me permission to have their
files, otherwise it will be a viola-
tion of the Privavy Act,” Ander-
son, 45, a former Westland resl-
dent, tald & crowd of almost 1,000
recently at the Royalty House in
Warren. “God save us from vielat-

OCC offers

seminars

Oakland Community College is
offering  five-session  transit
seminars designed to give gui-
dance to adults thinking about
their futures.

Admission is free. Advanced
registration is required. Call 340-
6802. The first sesssions of cach
seminar are as follows;

R 9:30 a.m. to noon Monday, Oct.
25, at the Auburn Hills campus,
building D, room 112,

M 9:30 a.m. to noon Wednesday,
Qct, 27, at the Waterford campus,
Hlxhlund Hall, room 207,
H5:30.8 p.m. Tuesdny, Oct. 26, at
the Farmington Hills campus,
building B, roam 112.

M 9:30 a.m. to noon Wednesday,
QOct, 27, at the Southfickl campus,
room 113,
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“Prejudice hurts.
It teally does.”

:| iz is dolng what all of us do.
Living. Working. Trying to cope.

She and 7.2 million other
Americans with mental
retardation want to be

treated just like everybody
| else. But too often they can't
H because they're considered
second-class citizens,
Too frequently they aren't
welcomed as neighbors,
students or employees.

Truthis . .. they are people,
t00. Just like everybody clse.
The Arc Invites you to fight
prejudice and join in the
dialogue for greater under-
' standing and acceptance.
|  Givepeopleachance.
DETROIT Arc
831-0202

]nln TheDialogue. join The Arc.

orul organlzstion on mental retardatlon

Information Act,” Anderson said,
“The presumption, now, is to-
wards release, unless you can
show that demonstrable harm
wauld be done. That's a remark-
able about-face. At lenst we won
something."

Clinton's cabinct members are
passing tlu: order down to observe
the FOIA, in apirit as well as let-
ter, he said.

“He (Clinton) released a memo
Oct. 4 which states, In effect, ‘the
FOIA is important to me, comply
with it," " sald Lucy Dalglish, Na-
tional FOI Chair for the Society of
Professional Journalists, “Attor-
ney General Janet Reno also is-
sued a four-pnge memo that res.
cinded President Ronald
Reagan’s 1987 memo which
closed records. To me, that says,

for the Fi of

they damn well better comply.”

Anderson calls his research his
“adventures with the Freedom of
Information Act.

“I discovered, sy many peaple
have, that the FOI Act ia a typo of
a game these days, where the
other side — which is bureaucrats
— loses if you get any information
out of them,” he snid.

Responses mailed back to An.
derson invarlobly stated that
“they are not going to be able to
answer within the deadline of 10
doys,"

“So what they are telling me is
that 1 don’t carc what the law
says, we are not geing to do it any-
way,"

In one package containing some
GO-plus pages, 47 pages were com-
pletely blacked out. “Boxes and
boxes of news stories, some from
the AP, which were stuck in (gov-
ernment files) became clossified,
then had to be declassificd, even
though several hundred million
people had olrcady seen them,”
he said,

Anderson's hook tour continues
until Nov. 10, At cach stop he re-
lives his 2,455 days of captivity
and the 15-20 prison cells he en-
dured during his coptivity, He

was abducted March 16, 1985 by
the lslamic Jihad, a terrorist
group,

Anderson plans to become ine
volved with pelitical reform in
New York,

“But I'm not running for any
office,” he said.

Fur the first seven years of his
life, Anderson could not see his
newborn doughter Sulome grow
up.

He spent months chained to
chairs, without bathing.

Anderson's hook shows finncee
Madeleine Bassil’s pain and how
she became as much a hostage as
he did. Bassil, who is now mar-
ricd to Anderson, refused inter-
views during his coptivity, How-

over, she did send videos to Leba-
nese telovision stations on
Sulome and Anderson’s birth-
days,

She wrote several chapters in
the book,

Bussil writes about grappling
with her unplanned pregnancny,
raistng a child elone for seven
yearn, briefly contemplating sui-
cide, struggling to remoin sexunl.
ly fmthful, eveh though she
wasn’t married anl neglecting her
physical appearance.

Although Anderson doesn't like
to be called o hero, he considers
his wife one, “Heroes are people
like Jimmy Carter, Nelson
Maondcla and people like my
wife,” Anderson saicd. “Heroism

lnvolvml cholces. 1 didn't have
any,

Anderson also remembered his
Detroit roots. “This s not my
firat time in Detroit,” Andcrson
goid. 1 lived here, some consider-
able time ago."

He joined the Associated Press |
Detroit bureau in 1975, but was:;
laid off after six months, He then: ¢
went to work for the Ypsilanti :
Press,

] Tearned Jjust what it means to
put out a daily newspaper, even a -
wmall one snd how difficult it is,”
he said. .

About o month before he wos
lald off from the Associated Preas, o
he purchased a house in West-"}
land,
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Volunteers sought for First Night
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The arganizers of “First Night/Bi a
New Ycar's Eve aleohol-free party, are looking for

The theme thik year is, “Hot Arts For A Cold

While co-chirs Charlotte Birch and Jim Cascy
are working with exccutive director Zina Kramer
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