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Lisa Rudy takes a gastronomical journey

- through metropolitan Detroit, looking for good
food, good atmosphere and a meal for two for under
$25. :

By Lisa Rupy
SeEctal WRITER

Whether it’s 2 0.m, or 5 p.m,, Piper's Restaurant
guarantees thoy'll satisfy your every desire, as long
as it's in the kitchen, Open 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, this versatile eatery has been serving
up everything from pot plea to primavera for more
than 25 years.

Piper's 1s famous for being comfortable, with its
homey-type atmosphere, complete with several
aversized pufly booths and diner-like dinner coun-
ter. No unnecessary frills here — the walls reflect
color schemes familiar to the average chain restau-
rant and even the curtalns and blinds tend to
blend into the nondescript background, No ocea-
sion to fret, however, because Piper's saves all its
energies and decorating dollars to ensure that
when their patrons leave, they leave with full
stomachs and sporting hefty carryout bags,

Appetizers offered are pretty much the norm —
Lattered and deep fried veggies and the like make
up most of the list, Breakfast is served night and
day, with the cajun omelette and raisin french
Lonst scoring high as all time favorites.

Piper’s entrees are versatile enough to cater to
Jjust about anyone's taste. Pasta, seafoor, sand-
wiches, steaks, ribs and chicken nre all prepared
with familiar ingredients in familiar ways, minus
a few Mexican dishea that are pumped with a little
secret pizzazz,

Daily apecials are featured that patrons have
gone wild over every Monday night for years, Huge
homemade chicken and turkey pot pies are also o
big hit and Piper's veteran diners admit that they
haven't seen anyone finish one yet.

Dessert is the gain event at this place. Most
every confection is made from scratch and done up
in a big way, The All-American Chocolate Cake is
Piper's pride and joy, layered about 12 inches high
and covering an entire dinner plate (and then
some), No one should leave without at least shar-
ing a piece of this unbelievable fudge monster.
Cheesecakes, fruit ples and sandaes are also of-
fercd and Piper's outdoes itself with i delicious
orange nut bread accompanied by raisin orange
maple butter.

One of the most refreshing things ahout Piper's
i that its philosophy about comfort and comfort
food is totally un[ln:temloua. Like one old-time
diner told me, *It’s just a comfortable, warm place
to have coffee and cukc. or br-.'ukfnxt, or dinner —
anytime you feel like going, it's nlwuyu there, Can't
sny that about too many things."”

PIPER'S RESTAURANT

26418 Telegraph Road

Woodhaven

782-3300

Hours: Open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

If you're looking to make a gastronomic pilgrim-
+ age and are tired of the same old same old, Union
Street on Woodward in Detruit is n great destina-
tion to head! for,

Impervious to trends, yet always in style, Union
Street carries on a fine culinary tradition while
making a whole new one by throwing a curve ball
at conventional cooking wisdom, boldly blending
old favorites with a bite of spice.

A dimly lit generous sized dining room, heavily
accented with beautifully crafted dark woodwork
about covers it aa far as decorum gocs, However,
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The The finds dawn of success

& When Matt Johnson visit-
ed the Metro Musicafe in
Royal Oak Jast week he may
well have cemented the fu-
ture for his band, The The.
At the lcast he left his hand-
prints in the *“Walk of
Fame."

By Cl'ﬂll"T A Fuoco
STAYF Wi

Enlm' MnlL Johnson's hatel room
and you're immedintely fifled with
the smell of incense, He's sitling at
his portable computer, somberly
trying to send a fax, Johnson fin-
ishes, folds up his computer and be-
gins chatting about his band, The
The, currently on the rond with De-
peche Mode,

He rarely looks people in the eye
and calmly sits baek and discusses
his often heart-wrenching emotional
lyrics.

B STREET BEATS

Finally, 45 minutes later, Johnson
cracks o smile, He's pleased that his
solo nlbum, *Burning Blue Soul,”
relcased in the early 19805 has final-
ly joined the The The fnmlly.

“That wus my iden,” he said with
a grin. Enslier this yenr the album
was re-relensed under the name The
The.

“1 wanted it razked with *Soul
Mining' and the other athums, 1t
was loncly there stuck out on its
own, No one could ever find it It
was pining for its younger hrothers,”
said Johnson Thursday at the 11l
ton Suites in Auburn Hills.

Johnson and Depeche Made were
in town carly for their two-night
stand at The Palace of Auburn Hills
Oct. 22-23, Along with doing inter-
views on his duy off, Johnson put
his hands in cement at the Metro
Musieafe in Ruynl Oak for the
“Walk of Fame.” Later, Industry in
Pontinc was swatped with fumt af-

suceessful, 1t's still nat getting a
great amount of radie play. MTV
only plays it (the videos) on Sun-
days (during *120 Minutes').”
However, throughout his two U.S.
I)clr(:i!..'ﬂ heen one of the moat.

ter a radio station i that
Johnson, along with Alan Wilder
and Martin Gore of Depechie Mode
were going to e hanging out at the
clubs.

Events like this and nearly sold-
ant hendlining shows, hint that The
The is starting its upward climh
toward fame in the United States,
Although Juhnmm feels his Intest
album, “Dusk,” is marginally one of
The The's most popular in the Unit-
il States, he still hax yet to feel the
{ul) effects.

“1t’s marginatly onc of the most

“Detroit’s always been good for
me, Last time, we did three nights
in Detroit (the Royal Oak Music
Theutre), Loeal radio has always
supported us,” he xaid. “Detroit,
Buston, Chicago, and Atlanta have
been stronger arens for us lhnn, sy,
New York or Los Angeles.”

Johason is known for his often
puinfully emotional lyries. However,
donceable, upheat songs like “In-
fected” and *Dogs of Lust” has cap-
tured more enrs. It doesn't faze
Johnzon that perhaps some of his

hest wark is being overlooked.

*No, I'm not hothered; I'm not re-
ally aware of it,” he said, “I try not
to worry about what's being snid. [
think it's unhealthy.”

Qften, Johnson mlld he's eriti-
cized for singing about subjects
close to his heart — politics and re-
Intionships, Blues artists, he said,
were never chided for that years ago,
He considers hia style a lost urt.
form.

“Things always go in c}blm( AL
the moment . . . attitude is more
important thon the pursuit of
truth.”

He doesn't relate to that, nor the
“alternative music” label that’s {re-
quently tacked onto his band.

“It’s (alternative music) just a
*90s version af progressive fock . « .

Awareness:
Earlier this
year, The
The's song
“Love Is
Stronger
Than Death”
was used in a
soundtrach
foran AIDS
awareness
video by
Vanderpool
Films. The
band is led
by Matt
Johnson.

1've never felt any kinship with an,
other alternative artist,” he said,

He does feel “kinship” with blues
and country and western singers.
For his next project, he's going to do
a Hank Williams Jr, album. John-
son admits it will be a challenge.

“1t means I'll have to really exper-
iment with my voice,” he saldl.

It'll he part ufn reoccuring serics
urnlbumx covering other people’s
* work, Johnson's excited nbout doing
it. 1U']l be close to a vacation for
him,

It takes the pressure off, With
writing, singing and producing, you
tend to ovcrnnnlyzc I'm not a very
protific songwriter.”

It goes to prove that quality, not
quantity, certainly applics to John-
o,

Yah, man:
Universal
Xpression
blends its
true Carib-
bean roots
with a
ble

Union Strect pulls off this attempt at und
elegance quite well, and the hooming business
adds just about the right noise level to make you
feel like you could really be at home,

A full daily-rotated menu is available, with
items offered according to the chel's whim, and an
old stand hy menu is always on hand, featuring
items hoth unique and adventurous, It's a good
iden to keep the menu at your table all through
(llnnet. if possible, because this place is fearleas in

of unusunl hinations and you
mlghl tend to forget just what's in this, anyway.

Sco CHEAP EATS, 4B

4145 Woodward Ave.
Detroit

831-3965

Hours: 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. Monday Fnday,
5p.m. to 2 a.m, Saturday and closed Sunday.

LOOKING AHEAD

What to walch for in Street Scene next week:

8 Christina Fuoco’s report on the “See the Light”
tour that's coming to Industry in Pontiac.
W What's happen hehind the music scene in Mu.
sie Notes,
# John Monaghan's {ook at the latest in alterna.
tive movica,

B Some good Strect Sense from Barbara Schiff,

reggae beat
in its music.

By CinisTINA Fuoco

STAFF WRITEN

Spring hreak trips have boosted
profits of hotels, restaurants, bars
ond other tourist fare in southern
stales.

Detroiter Richard Parris hns expe-
rienced another conrequence of the
annual flings — popularity of reggae
banda like his, Umvemnl Xpression.

“It's (reggae) boomin' compared to
when [ got here first,” said Parris, a
native of St. Thomas, “It hes a lot to
do with the fact that more people
travel. Based on college crowd, when
they graduate they're still keeping
with the reggae flavor.”

Universal Xpmaslon keeps  the

“reggac fMlaver” going long after its
shows with its recent relense “Xpres-
sion!” distribution by its own UXP
recorils,

The tape chronicles the band's
many influences — Lover's Rock,
Dance Hall, Hip Hop, Mcllow and
Consclous Rvu-e, Soca, Dance Hall
Soca, Zouk, House Soca and Calypso.
For ecxample, "Rite - Man," [fuscs

Reggae’s ‘boom time’ has Xpression

Dance Hall and Hip Hop, while
“Can't Stand It,” coultl be n reggacop
40 crossover,

“That’s the marketing tool I've de-
veloped. When a person listens to the
tape or a show, there's alwoys some-
thing they will enjoy,” said Parris, the
bond's keyboardist, manager and vo-
calist,

The marketing  has nppnn.-nlly
worked. The band hos auditioned for
the nationally televised *Star
Scarch,” and has shared the stage
with some of the top Caribbean
groups, including The Mighty Spar.
row, Arrow, Shabba Ranks, Yellow
Man, Burning Spear, Shaka Demus,
Maxi Priest and Third World. Play-
ing with such established hands has
heen cducational for Universal
Xpression,

“It's n growing cxperience on our
part. We know what we're up
against,” he soid,

Universal Xpression has  also
appeared on coble and television
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Monday. Oct. 25

CHEAP THRILLZ

Kennett Street, nonh of Dixie
Hly,hwny. Poatioc, tiock)

uORll

Foaturing Bobhy Watson with Keany Barion
Trio a1 Magic Bag Theatro Cofe, 22981
Woodward Ave,, Ferndala. {jazz)
541.3030

Tuesday, Oct. 26
TRAIN OF TROUGHT
Blind PIg, 206-208 S. First St., Ann Asbor,
(eock)
996-8555
" CHEAP THRS
Mlcnnulc, Kennclrt Sl;eul. north of Dixie

gi%l oy, Ponil

IN CONCERT

Wednesday. Oct. 27

ROCKY HORROR SHOW

On stoge ol the Fox Theatre, 2211 Wood.
ward, Detroit,

396.7600

INCITY DREAMS
N;!n s, 5756 Cass, Detroit.

BATALLION
Wlln Anuhell ol Biind Pig, 206-208 S. First

N Arbor.
9964!555

RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINT

With Quicksand at the State Theatre, 2116
Woodward, Detroit. SOLD OUT (rappy rock)
961-5450

LM JAZZ
Qi 295, Sognow, Pontiac. gozz

JIMMY CUFF

‘With Block Market at Industry, 15 S, Sagh
naw, Pontlac. {feggac)

3341999

Thursday, Oc! 28

ROCKY HORROR

On stage nl lhn Fax Tnomro, 2211 Wood-
ward, Detsolf

396-7600

wnn Acatons plus Music of tho Sphares at
St, Arctrow's Hatl, 431 E. Congress, Dotrolt.
thver rock)

BANQ TANGO
1hn mub; 7580 Frazho, Roseville. {rock)

CNIO
AM;‘S, 5156 Cass, Detroit.

LACK MAI
Wllh WhlnlAIl ot Bingd HL 206:208 S, First
St., Ann Arbor, (oltemative rock)

BEN MOORE AND THE BLUES EXPRESS
Band

American Moge Gdll, 31630 Pymouth
Rooad, Livonla, {blues)
513.9911

Friday, Oct. 29
KIRVANA
wum Boredoms ol Michigan State Foir.

grounds, Eight Milo Road and Woodward
Avenug, Detroll. {oitemative rock)
334.1999
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