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‘Sisters jompuea
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Hard at work: At left,
Sister Justine Sabou-
rin works on a local
version of her book
“The Amalgamation”
at the Mercy Center.
Above, the chapel is
reflected in a pond on
the grounds of the
Mercy Center.

: lond and founder Catherine
‘= McAuley, who founded the order
in Dublin to help the poor and
came to Pittsburgh, Pa. to begin
s2work in the United States 150
“Z'yenrs 8go.
2 Kreft lives with six Merey sis-
:~ ters in Detroit who have different
+ social, educational and health-
care missions,

“Everyone has a different per-
sonality and mission,” she said.
“That allows me the freedom to
he myself”

The veder recently agreed to
sell 27 acres of its Farmington
Hills campus Lo the city, which
plans ta continue using a wing of
the building for senior programs,
: cultural, educational and socinl
events, For many years the sis-
ters rented the space to the city
for $1 a year.

Although the order has exten-
. sive holdings, including the Uni-
versity of Detroit Merey and
Metey High School, the number
of new nuns coming into the or-
tler hns declined aver the yenrs,

“1 think a lot of people look at

the numbers of nuns who came
into the order in the *40s and 508
and sce the numbers are down,”
said Sister Marian Schultz, an
administrator of the order. “But
that is renlly o blip on the screen.
We're an aging and diminishing
order by oll external standaeds.™.

Fewer sisters; no panic

But there is no panic,

The risters attribute part of
the drop-off to Vatican 11, in the
full of 1862, That change mode it
possible for people to be affiliat-
ed directly with the Catholic
Church and its missions without
hecoming priests or nuns. The
Sisters of Merey are bolstered by
associates  and  Merey  Corps
members who are not clergy.

Most sisters do not choose the
habit, but more conventional
clothing. And each regional min-
istry is run by an elected leader-
ship team of five nuns, not n
mother superior.

Sister Justine Sobourin, 83,

- and one of mony retired sisters
living at the McAuley Center on

campus, recolls when she was
mother superior during the
building of the present facilities.

*{ think it was more monastic
in tone,” she soid. “The title
mother superlor gave it a bit of
punache.”

Sinter Sabourin, like many of
her generation, became a nun out
of high scheol in Saginaw, much
to her mother's delight.

About Jenny Kreft

Kreft is probably more typical
of the expericnce of women join.
ing the order these days. She is
college educated and had a ca-
reer before becoming a candi-
date, And her parents, eapecially
her father, had a difficult time at
first accepting her decision.

“Dad had a hard time,” Kreft
said, “We were close and [ was
the youngest daughter (12 chil-
dren). Now they're (parents) my
cheerleaders.”

Sistera of Mercy seldom live in
cloistered surroundings, but live
where thelr mission exists, be it
in the inner city of Detroil or in

the La Plata region of Argentina,

They often pursue more than
one college degree and help sup-
port each other in many ways, in-
cluding financial.

“We no langer have a lifestyle
of lbeing sccluded from the
world,” said Sister Rita Valade,
vocational coordinator at Mercy
Center.

Perhaps surprisingly, the sis-
ters have provided a training
ground for women in leadership
roles. Because they have founded
hospitals and educational instie
tutions, they have had to admin-
ister thosc affairs and have
learned to lead nnd train other
women to lead.

At o recent conference in
Washington, D.C., a group of six
congresswomen all safd they had
heen educated at Catholic
schools,

And yet, with all of their suc-
cess, the Sisters of Mercy realize
their mission to the poor and
needy can never rid the world of

poverty or loneliness. -

But despite lay people partici-

- h'Y
Brief encounter:

Jenny Kreft talks with Sister Mary

\.'(- '«

Ignatius as they meetina hatlway of the Mercy
Center. Ignatius taught at Mercy High School.

pating in the order’s missions,
those who have taken the vows
find o fulfillment they say they'd
otherwise miss.

“Growing up, 1 elways wanted
to be as close to God as I could
be,” said Sister Schultz, “Since
ot thot time 1 couldn't be o

priest, I wanted to be a sister.”

Sister Schultz becomes misty
eyed os she cxplains that joining
the order was the most profound
way of “exploring her relation-
ship with God.

“It’s worth a lifetime's otten-
tion.”

POLICE/FIRE CALLS

Listed below are some of the
Y it area police i

More crime, 5A

x:_iun l-'ligh School on 12 Mile in

fire calis and court cases report.
ed during the past week.

M FRAUD

A 27-year-oll woman wha lives
at the Independence Green Apart-
ments on Jefferson Court in
Farmington Hills reported
charges of more than $1,000 on
her Visa and Michigan Bell credit
cards. The eards had been lost
along with her husband’s wallet.
The charges came from 900 ex-
change ealls between April 15 and
QOct. 19,

M THEFT

Four deep dish wheels and tres
worth $1,451.16 were stolen from
awhite 1994 Ford Explorer wagon
parked at Tom Holzer Ford un 10
Mile in Farmington Hills Oct, 15-

19.

A man’s gold Longine's watch
$2,800) nndd o man's dinmond
ring ($1,700) were stolen from the
Copper Creck Golf Course on
Copperwood in Farmington Hills
Oct. 18.

A Pannsonie video editing
mixer ($2,200), its case ($200),
two VCRs ($600) and a stool
{$200) were stolen from Star Trax
on Northwestern Highway in Far-
mingon Hills hetween Sept. 15
and Oct. 15.

"Two cordless drills ($280) were
stolen from the House of Botsford
Apartments on Botsford Drive in
Farmington Hills Oct, 17-19

Twao wire wheel covers ($200)
were stolen from a maroon and
sitver 1983 Oldn Cutlass Sierra
Oct, 10-16.

A casselte radio ($400) was tak-
en [rom n 1992 Ford Taurus
parked on Grand River in Farm-
ington Oct. 20

A purse containing $8 cash and
creclit eards was taken from an
unattended shopping cart at
Kmart in Farmington Oct. 20.
‘The purse was Jater faund in the
store with the billfold missing.

Wheel covers ($160) were stolen

parked in front of Little Cesar
Pizza on Grand River in Farming-
ton Oct. 19,

Four wheel covers ($640) were |
stolen from a 1988 Oldn Cutlern

parked near Jo Ann Fabrics in
Farmington Oct. 20.

A 10-zpeed Hully's giel's bike
was stolen from a gurage on
Chestaut in Farmington Oct, 20.

An 1BM computer ($300), key-
bonrd ($600) and monitor ($800)
were stolen from the Farmington
Aren Advisory on Middlebelt be-
tween July 20 and Oct. 2.

Four wheel covers worth $240
were stalen from a gold 1993 Bu-
ick Roadmuster parked at the
Fairmont Park Apartments on
Hamptan Court in Farmington
Hills Oct, 20-21.

Four whee! covers ($350) were
stolen from a 1992 Oldsmobile
parked on Dover Hill in Farming-
ton Hills Oct. 20-21,

Cazh totaling $822 was stolen
from an unlocked desk deawer at
an office on Indoplex Circle in
Farmingion Hilla Oct. 16.18.

Four wire wheel covers ($400)
were stolen from o maroon 1989
Buick Century parked on Brac-
side Circle in Farmington Hills
QOct, 18:21.

B BAD CHECKS

Six checks totaling $766 paid to
a 27-year-old Warren man to cov-
er advertising costs for-Universal
Autometive on Grand River in
Farmington Hills Aug, 16-25
came back morked “Accaunt
Closed.”

Wheel covers ($400) were stolen
from n maroon 1989 Olds Cutlass
on Kingsgate in Farmington Hils
Oct. 18-20.

Four whee! covers ($800) were
stolen from a hluc 1992 Olds 98
on Fox Grove in Farmington Hills
Oct. 19-21,

W VANDALISM

The front Iawn of a residence
on Arden Park Circle in Farming.
ton Hilla was tun over with nve-
hicle, leaving tire tracks and caus-
ing $300 in damage Oct. 19-10,

A window was shot out by s
pelict gun causing $300 damoge at
Phazerland on Grand River in
Farmington Oct. 20,

The passenger door was kicked
in causing $200 in damnge to a
red 1979 Chevy pickup at Harri-

Hills Oct. 20.

8l BREAK-INS

Computers, copiers and ather
affiee equipment {more than
$4,000) were stolen from Person-
nel Manngement on Orchard
Lake in Farmington Hills Oct. 19,
The front door had been pried
open.

A cellular telephone ($800) was
stolen from a green 1993 Jeep
Grand Cherokee parked at Loch-
man's on Orchard Lake Road in
Farmington Hills Oct. 20. The
Jock had been punched out, caus-
ing 3200 in damage.

An AM/FM sterco casselte
worth $300 was stolen from a
green 1994 Dodge Caravan parked
at the Executive Plaza on Orchard
Lake Road in Farmington Hills
Oct. 20. The dashboard sustained
$300 in damage.

‘The break-in of a blue 1991
Olds Cutlass parked at Jenny
Cralg on Orchard Lake Road in
Farmington Hills Oct, 20 resulted
in clamage of $500 to the dash-
bhoard and the theft of 1 $600 AM/
FM cassette sterco system,

W SHOPLIFTING

An 82-year-old Farmington
Hilla man was ticketed aftera
shopliRting incident at ACO on
Grand River in Farmington Oct.
20. An a security alarm went off’
when the man tricd to leave the
atore. Found in his pocket were a
fan and light pull chain worth at
$3.69, a pack of Nashlight batter-
ics worth $2.49 and a tube of in-
stant super glue worth ot 77
cents,

W FLEEING

Farmington police called off &
chase after n motoreycliat aped
away from a patrol car on Free-
dom Road Oct. 20. Police chased
the cyclist south on Drake and
cnst on 9 Mile before breaking off.
Farmington Hills and Livonia po-
lice were notified. The chase
started when the patro) car ap-
proached tha cycle to check its
registration plate. The cyclist
;pad off at nearly 80 milca per

our.

METRO G

Finding the right Ameritech Mobile service plan Is as easy
Because nobody knows the advantages of the many

Ameritech Mobile service plans better than METRO COMMUNICATIONS.

And nobody is morc qualified to help you find the exact service plan to best suit your needs.
So stop by METRO COMMUNICATIONS and ask about Ameritech Moblle service.

You'll find you've came to the right place.

MMUNICATIONS
15 YOUR DIRECT LINE T0
AMERITECH MOBILE,

as finding your way to METRO COMMUNICATIONS,

Motorola transportable
cellular telephone
Model AC-2250L
(S3230A)

Motorola flip phone

Includes:

model AC-PCH
(FOSHLD)

Hceavy Duty Battery
& Charger

FOR ONLY...
$149%

+ NO PROGRAMMING FEES +» NO HIDDEN COSTS * Program expires 11/20/93
OR RECEIVE ‘300 SERVICE CREDIT

WHEN YOU CONVERT TO AMERITECH
FROM YOUR CURRENT CARRIER

Call for details [313) 534-9350
METRO COMMUNICATIONS CO.

24350 Capitol St. « Redford, Ml 48239

New line activation required, Other restrictions may appiy.




