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Suburban children not immune to violence

B 'He (her father) makes me feel that I'm kinda
not wanted, ‘cause he’s not paying. It's almost
1lke he's saylng, Just stop. Just go over In a cor-

I}‘[I CAROLYN BARNETT-GOLD-
Mein

SPrCIAL Wiiter

: Current debate on the effects of
TV and film violence on our chil-
dren pales in comparison to the
daily realities living in tho hearts
Aind minda of the world's children
Ps they were enumerated ot the
ecent international symposium,
%A Voice for Children's Rights
and Responsibilities,”

convention writing committee,
“As of this weck 160 countries
have ratified the convention, . . .
and of the developed countries,
only the United States has not yet
signed, or is on the way to ratify-
ingit.”

‘The convention significs recog-
nition of children’s rights ns
human righta, It legally binds the

il jea to the it
ments of protection und rights of
children. Ul ly, it can serve

= Held at Wayne State y
sinder the auspices of the Center
{6r Peace and Confllct Studies
and 40 other co-sponsors, includ-
ing the Bloom(eld Hills and Oak-
$and Schools, imatel;

as an objective framework to
which to refer for countries in vio-
lation of these rights.

Quthirvk 1nl

rnniclpnnux comprired of doctors,
uwyers, children’s advecates,
Idachers, professors, soclal worke:
#is, administratora and students
filet to discuss the plight of chil.
$ren, their rights and needs, and
what is heing done on their be.

alf.
% There is a global momentum to
Ttablish, permanently, the righta
of children, which began with the
adoption of the U.N. Convention
on the Rights of the Child in No-
vember 1989, According to lawyer
and child advecate, Cynthia
Price-Cohen, who served on the

Unfortunately, children in De-
troit’s suburbs arc not excmpt
from poril. .

Oakland County Circuit Court
Judge Edward Sosnick on the
panel “Child Rearing in the U.S.:
Whose Responsibility?" explains
that, after multiple custody cases,
he “began to sce the tremendous
impact that the parents’ behavior
hed on thelr kids. That they wore
putting the kids in the middle
«+. They (were) taking away
their childhood,”

With Oakland County's 3,000
divorce cases involving children

ner and dle’’

Child of divorce shown in film

filed each year, affecting 6,000 to
8,000 children, he was propelled
to institute Start Making It Live-
able for Everyone (SMILE), cur-
rently available in 18 arcas in
Michigan. Its purpose “ia to help
parents create o nurturing envi.
ronment", despite the pain of di.
vorce, 80 that the “child will re-
caver from the divorce, heal and
feel good about himaelf, or herself,
and their lives.” Frequent contact
with both parents is required to
“make children feel secure and
prevent them from thinking
they've bicen rejected and aban-
oned.”

Excerpts from the film Sosnick
produced, entitled “Listen to the
Children,” let the audience hear
the children directly relating their
pain about their parent’s abon-
donment, their depression and ps-
sumption of blame, their fears

playmobi!

r B FOR HOURS OF
kA IMAGINATIVE
TP\ PLAYTIME
'>h T it
B Acgessones PUS
» 213y mobil
tenfed ¥ fofing T S

A Wonderland of Unlgue Toys
Emphasizing Quallty & Play Value
3947 W. 12 Mile Rd.

rhley
tconvenienty focated
feat 1695

M.-Sat. 10:3:30; Fri. 10-8

TOYze 313-543-8115

(/—'-«m—'-—\
WHOLE HOUSE \
SPECIAL
$ 4 200%

PER NOOM
4 FOCUS (A WPE 240 50 FT MAKALY A RIOU
1 foom..... N eT—— ]
2 ficoms.
3 fooms.

i

589-1709 .
Modernistic
CARPET & UPHOLETERY CLEANING

DIANE M

Teenflo,

& more

For the 1st Time...
EVERYTHING
30%-40% OFF
3 DAYS ONLY

Big Star, Erica Courtney,
Jenne Maag,
Only Hearts, Equipment

Nov. 4,5, 6
Thurs., Fri., Sat.
All Previous Purchases Excluded

Mon.-Sat. 10-5:30, Thurs, until 8
100 N. Woodward, Birmingham
646-5660

* Mathods for d i-051

The 10 Greatest Gifts 1 Give My
Children

Learn How To Parent From The Hearl
Presented by: Donna Naott of the Vannoy Group, Golden Colorado

This workshop is designed to help parents discover:

1089 Lone Pine Road -

and Telegraph)
RSVP by Novamber 8

9 in and thair children

¢ Practical ways 10 nuriure 1he qualitles, values and principles Important
to your family’s misslon and purpose

» How 10 mova from raactive to proaciive parenting

« Five specilic ways 1o parent from the heart *

+ How to davalop a strong sense of family and teamwork.

November 13
Bloom!leld Township Library

{southeast camor of Lone Pina

Foo: $80 per coupls, $45 per person
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
onoo

Prereglstor carlyl Workshop size will ba imited,
For more information or to reglstar,
call Sinai Hospital Childbirth Education al (313) 493-6086.
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and feelings of vulnerabilities,

tody disputes and long-term fos.
ter care would ho able to speak for
themselves,

In the forum on “Violence: The
Health Epidemic of Qur Time”,
psychlatrist and Southfield resi-
dent, Dr. Joseph Fiachoff con-
firmed that “unmodified aggres-
slon” can be recognized by three
years of age, Early intervention
can lude the later devel

and the weight of ibilities
they carry resulting from parents’
ahdication of responsibilities.

One girl says, “He (her father)
makes mo fecl that I'm kinda not
wanted, 'cause he's not paying.
1t's nlmost like ho's saying, just
ﬁltup, Just go over in a corner and

o

Talking with children

Unlike most judges, Sosnick
makes it a point to talk to each
child. Keynote speaker, George H,
Russ, attorney for Gregory K. and
Kimberly Mays, and father of
nine, wants oll children to have
that chance, He's secking “legal
standing" for children in court.

“All standing is," he said, “the
recognition that a person with
something at stake in a legal pro-
ceeding has n right to be belore
tlle‘couﬂ. to present to that court

through ’comnewm legal counsel,

7
ment of a severe conduct disorder
that can lead to deli

“But on a positive level”, he
continues, “once you are locked
{nto being able to preserve some
concern about people, and about
things around you, it's an ex-
tremely protective factor against
violence towards others and to-
wards yoursell™.

The consequences of these
deprivations are seen in the emer-
gency rooms. In examples of
abuse ol"c‘:hlldr‘en by adults, Dr.

“But the problem is people don'’t
want to recognlze it early on”.
The best “protective factors are,
abviously, having a mother and
father all of the time, and to have
very positive kinds of nurturing
people, who know what to say —
and consistently — (for the
child), to hear, “It's good to do
this, or it's not good to do this.”

Learning structure

Children learn by imitation and
need a constancy of a structure in
the environment so they can leorn
how to trust who is taking care of
them, and how to grow ag adults,
hesaid,

If denied these circumstances,
the child is “highly vulncrable”,
without a sense of security end is
left to take care of himself, Subse-
quently, a child will either “com-
pletely withdraw"”, or “lash out”
to get he wants, regard-

to moke a
and to try to convince the court of
the correctness of their position.”

With standing, children in cus-

lesa of whom s “trampled over"”.
1f someone is not cared ahout, he/
she won't learn how te care about
another.

Norman that
Labies are beaten and murdered
when they are sometimes held up
ag a shield in an argument, end-
ing up In their being shot or stab-
bed, “At the same time, these in-
fants are used ns weapons, them-
sclves, They're grabbed by the
heels and swung oround like a
baseball bat, or a club',

The occutrence of “sexual
abuse ts 20 percent of girls and 9
percent of hoys in any given com.
munity at any given time,” Dr,
Howard Fischer reports. Whereas
the number of insulin-dependent
diabetic children before adult-
hood is one quarter of one per-
cent. Three hundred thousand
coses of sexual abuse in children
18 and under occur every year in
contrast to 250,000 head injuries
admitted to hospitals and 6,500
new childhood cancer patients,

Gunshot  wounds, however,
comprise the most casualties.

The above are just snapshots of
the reality of our children’s world.

OWNING A HOME HAS MANY REWARDS.

Here’s a new one:
Free Checking.

If you own your own home, you have
the key to [ree checking right in your
hands. Standard Federal, having helped people
achieve the dream of home ownership for gen-
erations, now introduces Free Homeowners
Checking, It’s a Regular Checking Account with
no monthly service charge, ho minimum bal-
ance requirement, and no per-check
fees no matter how many checks
you write, We'll also give youa
Coupon Booklet [ull of money-
saving coupons on
other financial services,

100 Years Of Helping You Along The Way:™

To get Free Homeowner’s Checking, you
just have to own a home. You dont even
have to be a Standard Federal customer. Just
call or stop in and we'll show you how you
can start saving money with our Free
Homeowners Checking program, plus the
many other ways you can get a checking
account with no monthly service
charges - even if you don't own a

home, At Stan
want to help

for the important
things in life.

dard Federal, we
you save money

1-800/643-9600

O St Federa fank

Standard Federa! Bank
Savings/Financial Services

Standard
Federal




