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New owner: Crcon Smith strikes a pose similar to that in a famous photo taken of one of his heroes, Henry Ford.
Smith and Ford now have something in common: ownership of the Botsford Inn.

Inn from page 1A

Solong: John Anhut: “I'm very uptight about it, How I
cope with it is going to be an interesting thing.”

*| think the background of the
mun leads itsell to i," Anhut
said,

Smith has worked 20 years in
the hotel business, including a
stint es general manager and part
owner of the historic Mayflower
Hotel in downtown Plymouth,

‘The agreement reportedly in-
cludes the inn, which has 68
rooms, three apartments, 10 ban-
onms and a 100-seal restan-
rant; and the 43,332 squnre feet of
propesty.

“It’s & wonderful pluce thot's
filled with a lat of great history,
it's a nationul historic landmark,”

Livonia puts brakes
on task force dues

Livenin  City Council has
adopted a wait and see attitude
regurding involvement in an area
task foree committed to sprucing
up Eight Mile from Eastland
Mall through the western sub.
urbs,

“Qur scction of Eight Mile
Ruad is  well-develaped,”  said

president Gerald “Joe™
1 think the task force re-
326,000 us our share of
nt. With  budget e
struints, we decided (o see how se-
rious this cffurt was hefore we put
up uny money.”
+ The Eight Mile Task Foree,
crented 18 months ogo, will con-
¢entrute on improving the mujor
enxt/west thoroughfare that winds
it way from the eastern suburhs,
through Detroit, Redford, South.
fietd, Farmington Hills and Livo.
nin on the western fringe.
- “We are tembers of the task
force. We've participated  since
the beginning,” said Mayor Bob
Bennett.
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‘I'm very uptight
about it. How | cope
with itis golng to be
an interesting thing.’

John Anhut

Smith said. “Bvery inch of the
plac ered in history, and 1
[ove the idea of preserving some.
thing sv unique for others to en.
joy, {really feel it is my mission,™

The Anhut family bought the
building in 1951 from Henry
Ford's family for a five-percent

$225,000 land contract, Jobn W,
Anhut, the son of former state
Sen, John C. Anhut, worked in
hotels to support himself while
attending law school,

The pending sale of the Bots-
ford Inn has kept local historians
curious.

‘The inn, which was huilt in
1836, is listed on state and no-
tional histerical registers. That
hasn't made it safe from any de-
velopment plans,

Anhut wanted (o find an owner
who would preserve the historical
character. .

“I'm sure John would not sell

that without nssuring the new
people coming in felt just as much
abuout it os he has,” soid historian
Jean Fox, who wrote a book
“More than o Tavern: 150 Years
of the Botsford Inn" “He's had
other chances to sell during the
past five years. He'd sny, ‘Nat to
that guy, nat to those people’ be-
cause they wanted to tear it dewn

Whien the road commission had
plans to widen Grand River,
which would’ve put the road with-
in two feet of the Botsford Inn,
Ford had the building moved 300
feet back.

Ford completely renovated the
inm, incluting the addition of a
spring floor with special rubber

soom, Ford was on avid square
dancer,

Aphut cherishes similar memo-
ries, including many of the people
he's met during the past 40 ye:

*1 think we've handled 30,000 .
wedding functions,” said Anhut,
who married Angel two months ©

gaskets to a sccond floor ball-  miss the most.”

and put up a 10-stary My
(style) hotel."

In 1924, Henry Ford hought the
Hotsford Inn after restoring simi-
lar inns, The Botsford Inn used to
sit 25 fect off of what was a two-
tane trail on Grand River,
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Help Your Family

Help Farmington Hills BE 'ELE 0 T
LAWRENCE LICHTMAN

to Farmington Hills City Council

Larry and His Family

« Current Mayor Pro Tem » Council Member Since 1989
» Former Planning Commissioner
» Former Chairman, Zoning Board of Appeals
« Attorney & Shareholder, Butzel Long
« University of Michigan Graduate ¢+ Lifelong Resident

COMNMITTED TO MAINTAINING THE
FANULY-ORIENTED GHARACTER OF FARMINGTON HILLS
THROUGH GOST-EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT

RE-ELECT LICHTMAN ON NOVEMBER 2!

Paid Commitice 1o Re-Elect Lawrence A, Lichtman
J;Jﬂ mbﬂw « Farmington Hills, Michigan 48331
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HOMELINE: 953-2020
» Open hauses and new developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar Information,

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900
> Place classified ads at your convenience.

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAKLAND COUNTY: 901-4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591.0500
» Request subscrip at your C.
EVENTS LINE: 953.2005
> Current detalls regarding community events including dales, times and fees,
AD SITTER
» Don't1alk 1o strangerst Let us handie the cailers. At your convenience,

ca}l in to retrieve responscs from your ad, It's convenient, safe and free
;lglglhgggapnld classified ad. Respond to an ad: 953-2000; place an ad:

FAX LINE: 1-800.967-5904
> You can use a MasterCard. or Visa*to access the following informaZ
tion from our classified ads:

« {tem No, 9402: Looking for a place to reat or someone to share
an apantment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds.
Available beginning Octaber 6 by 6 p.m. and every
Wednesday thereafter at the same time. Cost: $5,95,

* Item Ne. 1510: Plan your next lp to the cider milk with this
directary of cider mills In southeast Michigan, Cast: $3.95,

* Item No. 9700; Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques erafis,
rummage sales, Cost: $5,95 .

« Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air-
planes, ete, Cost: $5.95

* ltem No. 9822; Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of
avtomobiles. Cost: $39.95

* ftem No, 2001: Listing of all golf courses and thelr rates in
Wayne, Oaktand and Macomb countles. Cost: $4.95

O&E ON-LINE
BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901.4711
_— LIVONIA AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 591-0903
> With a computer and modem you can fog on io OXE Gn.Line, 2 com-
g:tél:gullclin board service (BBS), Here's some of the features you can
* Community events including all areas covered by our paper
* Stock quotes that arc updated daily,
* Assoclated Press news - local and national,
* Westcoast Music Review, an electronic muslc magazlae.
* Boardwatch magazine,a guide to on.linc information services.
* PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for afl computer needs,
Sign on to O&E On-Line with or without our software, Software Is avail-
able by mall for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the
Observer & Eccentrlc® offices in Livonta or Birmingham and pay $3.

BBS HOTUINE: 953-2266
» Feel free to cali us if you need help signing on to O&ZE On-Line.
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