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Legislators massage money
for area school allotments

By TiM RICHARD
Srark WITER

Usually, money bills are simple
for state legislators to deal with,
Just split the difference, give ev-
eryone something, cut deals 'til
you get a mujority, then go home.

Not go with next year's schoul
aid bill last week in the Michigan
Senate. All sorts of rock-solid
principles are involved — subsi.
dies to church-related schools,
“reform” mensures, tax bills,

“It's a very partisan bHl,” com-
plained Democratic Sen, Jack
Faxon of Farmingtan Hills,

"We've added $800 million to
the bill, We're adding costs like
they're geing out of style,” com-
plained Sen. Harry Gast, R.St,
Joseph

pensive classes,” agreed Lana
Pollack, D-Ann Arbor.

*It's a solid port of the Repub-
lican agenda — the destruction of
public schools,” sald Virgil
Smith, D-Detroit. Ho called GOP
plans for vouchers, choice and
charter schools part of the
"slu‘l.ghl-olihnd trick of siphon-

‘To Republicans, it was simple
justice — continuing the practice
of letting non-public students use
Tacilities their parents helped pay

or.

“The part-time pupil is pro-
rated. You make it sound like
they aren’t poying the taxes,” re-
plied Republican GH DiNello of
Macopr County, spensor of the

, i chair.
The school ald bill — which
wi : Sohath

i
this week — will be a landmark
law, For the firat time in modern
history, state government will
bear most of the $9-billion cost of
public schools, And lawmakers
are working on it 11 months in
advance of the date it takes effect
— {instead of ramming it through
at the last possible minute.

What happens next week may
set precedents, Faur jusues were
debated lost Thursday,

‘Subsidies’ fight

Hottest issue was what Demo-
crats called “siphoning” — allow-
ing students in a parochial school
to take a course like physics or
gym in public schools.

“It's a subsidy of a private
school,” said Faxon, arguing paro.
chial students would take courses
with the mest expensive equip-

Sen, George McManus, R-
Traverse City, said that in the pa-
rochial school he attended 50
years ago, one student wanted to
toke art, six physics and one
woodshop. “So we waltked four
blucks over to the public school,
We had excellent cooperation,”
McManus said.

DiNello's amendment was
adopted 23-7, with eight nat vot-
ing. Among area senatars, Faxon
voted no,

Opting out of sex ed

The Sennte also adopted Di-
Nello's amendment to let parents
and guardians “opt out" of sex ed.
uention for their children. DiNello
said it was necessary for “paren-
tal rights and parental cantrol.”

Faxon deptored it. “Children
are required to be edgcnu'd on

committee tcatimony showed
gonorrhen and syphilis cases were
up 200 percent in Michigan, Con-
roy, father of five, said he never
told hia children about sex be.
couse “we didn't know how. The
clossroom is the place to leam it
— not the gas station or anccdo-
tal informatlon from thele peers.”

DiNelle’s amendment was
passed 15-12 with 10 abstaining
in an unrecorded vote.

‘Floor’ raised

On a vote that split the parties,
the Scnate raised the per-pupil
foundation grant — the ro-called
“floor” for the poorest districts —
to $4,800 from $4,500.

‘That amendment was apon-
sored by the state’s three north-
ernmost _senators — McManus;
Don Koivisto, D-Ironwood; and
John Pridnin, R-Hubbard Lake.

“It'H, cost another $140 mil.
lion,” objected Faxon, “and it
doesn’t affect anyone in
southeastern Michigan. The low-
est schools get 10 percent more.
The middle range get 3 percent.
The top get 1 pereent.”

Faxon argued that differentials
in state aid are needed because
housing, medical care, wage levels
and insurances all cost more in
southeastern Michigan, “A home
in Escannba costs a lot less than
in Birmingham, Insurance costs
less in Ontonagon than in Oak-
land County. Equity? This
(amendment) is greed!” he said.

Replied Koivisto: “Our com-
puters cost the same, Our energy
costs are the same. Our transpor-
tation costs the same.”

how not to get bte dis.
cases like AIDS,” he said, arguing

ment. “It would be ad
for non-public schools to locate in
public scheol district facilitics so
they can use them for free.”
“Tt really is a subsicy to tet pri-
te education slide in on the ex-
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“Thanks to Wolght Watchers, now you too can
enjoy the holldays without gaining weight.”
Wa'll show you how you can eat all your favorite foods.
And you'll get the group support and encouragement
yau need. So call Weight Watchers today, and enjoy

your holidays like never before without

the il allowed parents
deliberately to choose ignorance.
“It is denying knowledge of self-
protection. ‘That's a form of
(child) abuse.”

Sen. Joe Conroy, D-Flint, said

“l always
wanted to
lose weight
for the
holidays.
Finally,
| did it!”

- Barbara Cross
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BIRMINGHAM
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
'280 E. Lincofn

fii 10am,
DETROIT-NORTHWEST
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
NORTH PARK PLAZA
17117 W. Nine Mile Rd., Suita 114
Mon: 12:15 p.m.¢, 6 p.0.
Tue:6p.m.e

. Wed: 12 Noon, 6 p.m.+
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. OAK GROVE A.M.E. CHURCH

- 19801 Cherrylawn
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Come to the Weight Watchers meeting nearest you.

NEW MEMIIERS: PLEASE ARRIVE 30 MINUTES EARLY FOR REGISTRATION.

PONTIAC/WATERFORD
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
QAKLAND POINT

458 N. Telegraph

Mon: 10a.m.

5 p.m.¢, 4.30 p.m.¢, 5:30 p.m.¢
Sat: 8:30a.m.¢, 10am.¢

ROCHESTER

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
HAMLIN SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER
1906 S. Rochester Rd.

Mon:9:30am.#, 5 p.m.¢,6:30p.me

Wed:

10ame.6pme
Thur; 10:302.m.9, 12 Noon#, 5:30 p.m.#, 630 p..&

Fii: 9a.m,
Sat: 8:45a.m.¢, 10a.m.¢

ROYAL 0AK

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
NORTHWOOD SHOPPING CENTER

334!9N Woodward Ave. (@ 13 Mile Road)

.M.
9.
30,

SOUTHFIELD
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
LATHRUP LANDING

11 Mile & Evergreen

Mon: 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.4, 7 p.m.e+

Tue: 7 pm.e
Wed: M., 12:15 p.m.¢, 6:30 p.m.¢
.4, 12:15p.m.4, 6 p.m.
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passed 16-9,

©

with Republican Robert Geake of
Northville joining Faxon in voting
against it.

Refer to Senate Bill 887, the
1994-95 school appropriations bill,
when writing te your senator,
State Capitol, Lansing 48913,
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LIMITED TIME OFFER

JOIN NOW FOR ONLY

12

SAVE 60% NOW

Florino Mark, Area Dircctor, Lost 50
pounds and has kept it ol 27 yoars.

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER
NORTH PARK PLAZA
17117 . 8 Mile Rd, Suite 114
!I'sl;e Detroit Northwest)

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER
TROY COMMONS

815 E. Big Beaver

Mon: 12:15 p.m.#. 7 p.m.

Tue: 10:30 a.m.#, 12:15 p.m.#,
Tue: 60.m.0+, 7:15 p.m.4

Wed: 10a.m.ve,5:15p.m.e,

ed: 6:45 p.m.
Thur: 9a.m., 5:30 p.m.¢. 7 p.m.e
Foi; 1245 pm.e
Sat:9am.e, 10:30am.Ae
WEST BLOOMFIELD
SHEPHERD KING
LUTHERAN CHURCH
5300 W. Maple Rd, {a! Middlebett}
Tue: 9:30am,
Fri: 9:30 a.m.

THE AT WORK PROGRAM®
Put Weipht Watchers to work for
you and your fellow employees,
Call for current avallabitity and
pricing. (313) 553-1050. Al Work
meelings are pre-paid programs.

¥ Pacects b Tots: Parents with umad
cdien Y
‘See ety ks bags for meetngs 20d bmes.
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UpgradeYour
Seat, Free.

FlyFirst Class RoundtripTo Europe
OrIndia And Get3 Free Upgrades-For Future
Transatlantic Flights.

Fly Business Class RoundtripTo
Europe OrIndia And Receive AFree
UpgradeoFirst Class, Plus 2 Free Upgrades
For Future Transatlantic Flights.

Fly Economy Class RoundtripTo Europe
OrIndia And Receive AFree Upgrade
To Business Class, Plus1 Free Upgrade For
AFutureTransatlantic Flight.

Now, Detroit’s only nonstop to London continues to Frankfurt.
And from there, offers connections to 10 more cities across Europe and
India - including Athens, Delhi and Vienna.

There’s ntore. Because as a member of Delta’s Frequent Flyer
program, when you purchase and fly roundtrip on a full-fare Business or
full-fare unrestricted Economy Class ticket on flights 24/23 to London,
Frankfurt or beyond, now through December 31, 1993, we'll upgrade you
one class free. Plus, with the purchase of qualifying fares, you'll reccive one,
two or three free upgrade certificates** for future transatlantic travel.

For Delta Frequent Flyer enrollment information or reservations,
see your Travel Agent or call Delta at 1-800-241-4141.
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