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Walking shoes

© Vognozzi said he thought he
would win a four-yeor term during
an’ election night get-together ot
the Botsford Inn. Vagnozzi
walked more In this compaign
than any previous one, viaiting
5,000 homes and losing 15
pounds.

“As far ap I'm concerned, he's
the.best man on the council,” said
{ongtime rupporter Abe Aon,

Many Vagnazzi supporters also
wotked for Oliverio,

“Aldo, Cheryl and Jon," said
Massie Kurzejn, an Olde “Town
actlvist, “Those are the three I'd
stamp for.”

Al the Grant camp, at the San
Marino  Clubhoure, campaign
wurkers were miore ot ease than
the candidate.

“The difference belween first .

anid fourth place is just 250 votes
(at obout 10:30 p.m. Tuesday),”
soid longtime friend and suppart.
er Kent Nickol, “1 think Jon hos
run his campaign the way he
wanted to,"

But Oliverio’s atrong showing
did not go unnoticed among

Grant supporiers.
“I think she worked hard and it
showed,” sald Bob Plummer,
1 li

Ken Perrin, a longtime friend,
former school board member and
co-founder with Marks of the
Farmi Hilla Council of

the ity li-
brary board and a Grant support-

er.

“I don't want to do this in two
years,” Grant said, noting that he
was precariously close to a fourth-
place finish. (He beat fourth-
place finisher Larry Lichtman by
just 160 vates.) “I like what I do
for the city, but I don't really like
running a campaign.”

Ben Marks is out

Although their battle for the
third spot, and a four-year term,
wan close, the top four candidates
were well ahead of councliman
Ben Marks, who fell 1,000 votes
short of the last apot, taken by
Lichtman.

“My fecling is that if peoplo un-
derstand Ben and what he has
done for this city, he'll do all
right,” said councilwoman Joanne
Smith during Marks' compaign
porty at Ginopolis restaurant.
“No one has worked as hard for
the city a8 he has.”
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Homeowners, said he hoped his
candidate’a qualities of honesty
would win the day.

“He (Marks) {8 a very honest,
forthright person,” Perrin sald.

But it wasn't to be. And Marka,
who has served the city in many
capacitics and won praise for his
recent service as Michigan Mu-
nicipal League president, was
philosophical about hia chances,

“T think there is the gender la-
sue,” he sajd of Oliverio's atrong
showing., “But after you've heen
around like I have, you learn to
;l'c(:ﬁpl things. What will be, will

e,

Lichtman, who had been opti-
mistic about winning a four.year
term during his election night
purty ot his Plumbrook home,
aid he was happy with his show-
ing ond was relieved that the
campaign is over.

“I think the emery boards (giv-
en out by the Grant campaign)
were the difference,” he quipped
Wednesday morning. “It was
close for third place (160 votes)
and I was re-elected by a comfort-
able margin (1,000 votes)."

No hand-wringing

Lichtman, who will be serving
hig third two-year term, soid al-
though he had hoped for a four-
year term, he didn’t mind belng a
congressman (two years) among
senntors (four years).

“P'm not wringing my honds
over a two-year term,” he sald.
“I'm not sccond gucesing any-
thing. I'm glad its over and I'm
anxious to get going."”

Challenger Vincent Lorelli, who
finished lsst with 3,039 votes
(2,319 behind Marks), said he was
happy with his showing consider-
ing his late entry into the race,

“1 wish I had decided to enter
catlier,” said the attorney. “I
didn’t enter until August. Next

ts with his wife,
holl
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have their names taken ofl the

ballot.
Russell

ly:‘p\.xllt'd

Buyers, who unofficial-
aut n week before the
for personnl  rensons,
ved 212 votes, Tom

i in

Campbe!l also rang up 197 ob-
sentee votes, tops among the five
candidates. As late as 7 pm.
Tuesday, he could bo scen wear-
ing a hooded parka greeting what
I‘;w voters there were outside of
the i

ki, who
August beeause of business com-
mitments, picked up 142 votes.
.1 hod a suspicion Tom and
Russ would play a role in this,”
waid Bugh, who won three pre-
cincts. “I never believed it would
be like this,

“With Tom and Russ with-
drawing, what concerned me is
what happened: They took votea,”

Tupper, who won Precincts 1
and 3, waa rather sanguine.

“At least it doesn't make a dif-
ference whether we get a seat or
not,” Tupper said, “but how long
we get to stay in the sent.

#t certainly is not the way I
wanted it to finish.”

‘Buah, Campbell and Tupper
waited in city hall as city manoger
Frank Louhoff and city clerk
Patsy Cantrell pored aver the city
charter. No provision addresses
tics in city clections,

The succeraful candidntes then
went thelr separate ways.

“Frank and 1 thought about
thia happening,” Cantrell anid.
“We anid, ‘No chance.’ "

Lost in the hubbub was Camp-
beil’s strong performance. He col-
lected a walloping 175 vatea in
Precinct 4, which includes Farm-
ington Mendowa subdivision
where he lives.
. “That's my home district,”
Campbell spid. “That's what
made the difference.”

cee . I

He also mounted a strong door-
to-door campaign. Neighbors in
Farmington Meadows were at
polling stations passing out liter-
ature,

“I hed a reaction (rom some
people, ‘Why are you out here to-
day? it's three candidatea for
three seats,’” Campbell said.
“But it does matter.”

Bush and Tupper would likely

agree.

Bush fared well agsinst two
well-known Incumbents, She
pitched signs and mounted n
door-to-door campaign despite
battling pneumonin down the
strctch. After the initial shock of
the tie, Bush waa quite happy
with the autw'r_r'w at her victory

beation at Sundanint

Funeral Home,

many precincts, no doubt affected
by the withdrawal of Buyers lnat
week.

Precinct 5 at Longacre Elemen-
tary had 232 turn out, 173 of
whom voted for Bush. Only 97 of
1,991 registered voted cast ballots
in Precinct 3 at Farmington High,
which was won by Tupper with 85
votes.

Election workers sald they
couldn’t tell voters not to cast
ballots for the two candidates who
pulled out.

“We show up, shut up and wear

beige,” snid  Elenor Peterson,
chairwoman of Precinct &.
*“That's what election warkers are
told to do.”
Added Precinct 4 election offi-
cial Maric Hans: “1 don't think
some of the people who came into
vote even knew that (two candi-
dates dropped out). Something is
wrong with this election.”

The fact there wero three active
candidatea for three scata didn’t
deter people like Rick Kristoff
from voting, though, He was the
100th voter in Precinct 6 at 10
Mile C ity School,

She would be {ally hoppy
il it results in a four-year term.

“Sure I would,” Bush said. "1
ran beeause T wan committed and
1 wanted a four-year term,”

Tupper waa the last candidate
to put up signa and promptly took
them down at noon Tuesday. He
also didn’t go door to door.

He credited both Bush and
Camphbell for running strong cam-
paigns and added: *A low turnout
is always adverse to an incum-
bent.”

Sparso turnout was evident at

] really wanted to vote for the
guya 1 wanted to see get in,” said
Kristoff, who received a piece of
butterscotch candy from an clec-
tion worker.

Cathy Kwasky, who had just
voted at Precinct 1 at city hall,
felt the same way.

“It probably affects (the elec.
tion),” Kwasky sald. “It almost
makes you feel liko ‘Why vote?'

“Also, it makes you feel like
they are playing some type of
gome.”

Election night: Jon Grant is interviewed by Jody Soronen midway through the returns.

time, 1 would plan it better.””
Mayor Nancy Bates soid the
good thing about the Farmington
Hilla City Council is that there
will be no lame duck members,

“One thing about Farmington
Hills is that we elect 'em and
swear them in at the next meet-
ing," she said,

‘The four winners will be sworn
in Monday.

City clerk Kathy Doman said
she was surprised by the turnout
of 20 percent, which is relatively
high for a council-only election.

“When we've had just council
candidates running, it's been 16-
17-18 percent,” she said.

Of 51,618 registered voters,
thete were 10,498 votes cast,
which is just over 20 percent. Ab.
sentee voters were a big factor,
with about 5,600 votes, or 53 per-
cent of the vote.

Oliverio’s support
spans precincts

Just over 20 percent of regis-
tered votets in Farmington Hills
cast ballots in ‘Tucsday's city
couneil race, Out of 51,618 regis-
tered, 10,498 voted with about
5,600 absentce ballots counted.
Voters could select up to four of
the six candidates on the ballot.

The top three [inishers won
four-year seats and the fourth.
ploce finisher won a two-year

term.

Challenger Cheryl Oliverio fin-
ished first with 7,178 votes (on 68
percent of ballots cast), Aldo Vag-
nozzi finished second with 7,083

(67 percent), Jon Grant finished :
third with 6,618 (63 percent) and
Larry Lichtman finished fourth
with 6,458 votes (62 percent).

Incumbent Ben Marks did not .
win re-election, getting 5,458
votes (52 percent) and challenger
Vincent Lorelli finished last with
3,039 votes (29 percent).

Oliverio's support was wide-
spread. She did not finish lower
than fourth in any precinet.
Oliverio finished first in 14 of 31
precincts, second in 10 precincts,
third in six precincts end fourth
in only one precinct.
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