the sclentist dies, Has ho beon  his famous friend are the liveliest  the loveably § Inspec- . He has | =y
polsoned? If so, who did the deed?  exchanges in the play. torJapp. . films and plays for the past 20
Was it his playboy son, his mys- Mary Benson gamners laughter ‘Tho play is not one of the better  years. :
v i : < ]
»
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Actress has ‘curious’
role in children’s play

I you're curfous about whatever happened to

Roberta Willison, daughter of David and

Mildred W. of Bloomfield Hills who moved to
New York to pursue an acting career, you'll find
out Nov. 6. Willison stars as Marie, the girlfriend
of the “man in the yellow hat"” in o musical ver-
sion of the beloved children's tale, “Curious
George,” 11 a.m, and 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 6 and
2 p.n. Sunday, Nov. 7 at Youtheatre at the Music
Hall Center, 350 Madison Avenue, Detroit.

For ticket information, call 963-2366. Tickets go
on sale the day of the performance, one hour be-
fore curtain time.

Willison has been on tour with the Theater-
works/USA production sinee Oct. 6, and just
rolled inta town from Alabama when we talked on
the phone, “Curious George” fans won't recognize
Marie o8 she was written into the show, “Sho's o
very talented composer,” said Willison, “This is
the very first tour of ‘Curious George.' It's a very
playful show, George I8 a gymnast, he does a lot of
tumbling and walking on his hands. I think every-
body is attracted to the curiosity George moni.
feata. -

“It’s also a very good story about family recon-
ciliation. There’s n scene where George runs away
from home, and dnger is expressed, Then there’s
forgivencss at the end of the play when the family
comes together again, and this reaches the chil-
dren strongly.”

Cranbrook Muslc Guild continues its scason 8
p.m, Tuesday, Nov. 9 in the library of Cranbrook
House with a recital by pianist Leszek Bart-
kiewlcz. A native of Poland, Bartkiewicz is now
based in the metropolitan Detroit
area. A gold medalist in the 1980
Lugano International Master Play-

- ers Competition, Bartkiewicz was a

. winner, in his mid-teens, of the 1978

. Young Polish Pianiat Prize and was |8

. the youngest faculty member of the

: Polish National Music Conscrvato.
1y, He is active as a teacher and

_ presenter of master classes and
made his Orchestra Hall debut

in 1987.

Loszok
Bartklewicz
For his Cranbrook Music Guild recital, he has

chosen a program which includes Haydn'a “Eb
Major Sonata,” Chopin’s “Barcarole,” and Mus-
sorgaki's *Pictures at an Exhibition,” in its origi-
nal, piane version.
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LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch forin Ententsinment next week:

W Find out what the dogs are saying when movie
critic John Monaghan reviews “Look Who's Talk-
ing Now," a romantic family comedy.

W Birmingham Theatre presents Neil Simon's
“Jake’s Women.”

Fine acting,

B Musica Viva International
- Concert Series begins its fifth
.+ seasan Nov, 14 with the leg-
* endary Juan Serrano, {King
" of the Flanienco guitar,"” -and
guests;: v ouo
Enjoy the sounda
of -Spain without

14 when - Musica
-.Viva International

s~ Concert Serfes pro-
. sents a concert featuring Juan Ser-
rano, “King of the Flamenco guitar"
with guest artists Isabel Ruiz. do
Villa. “La Chamela” dancer, and
singer Marifa Temo at Orchestra
Hall in Dotroit.

“Juan Serrano is back by popular
demand,” sald serics artistic direc-
tor Ginka Gerova-Ortega of Bloom.
field Hills. “He's made over 20 re-
cordings and plays to sold.out audi-
ences worldwide,”

Joining him wilt be Spain’s lead-
ing Flamenco Dancer, Isabel Ruiz
de Villa and singer, guitarist Marijn

cmo.

Flamenco is the oldest and mast
authentic art form of dancing and
‘singing In Spain. It is a mosnic of

* gan end Oriental cultures.
. Meet the performers after the con-
cert during a dinner reccpg'l.on at thg

leaving homo Nov.:

* Greok, Hindu, Hebrew, Arabic, Pa-

Townsend Hotel, 100 T
Strect BirmInghem, Tickets include
prime secating at the concert, and
dinner. Prices per person are — $80
gupporter; $100 patron; and $150
bonefactor. All proceeds will benefit
the - Musica 'Viva. concert serics,
Make ‘checks payable to Muslca

-‘Viva and send to: Musica Viva, 4955
Melibu Drive, Bloomficld Hills, MI
48302, - - e

- < 'As the concert series begins its
fifth -yeor, Gerova-Ortega .said it
wouldn't be possible without the
support and dedication of many vol.
unteers and friends of Musica Viva,

“Many people make it happen,” shie
snld. “ ‘Musica Viva' means ‘music..,
alive’ and 18 a concept based on the

fusion of tradition and innovation,
We sot the stage for an international
exchange that gives talented Michi-
gan performers an opportunity to

porform, while brining in tremen. .
dous talent from all over the world.’
Here is a list of upcoming con-

certs, Tho host for mosat of the con-

certa is the Smith Theater for the:

PREVIEW -

* . For more information, cnll_ 932-0400

WM.
with

Performing Arté st Ooklend”Com-
munity College in Farmington Hills,
or 626.4626. .t i

8l Feb. 18 — Petorson String Quar-
tet of Berlin, Europe's top string

,quartet on its first American tour.

arch 26 — “Tango Classico” -
Brazilian- planists ‘Luiz de
Mora Castro and guest dancors.

* M April- 22— - *‘Camarata Mualqu. :

Viva Chamber Orchestra.”. -
B May 22 — “Second annual Mich.
igan- Flute Festival” featuring over .

-400flutista from around the world
. 0t Orcheatra Hall in Detroit, :

- JOMN STORKZAND/STAFY PIIOTOGRAPILER

. director: -
‘Ginka Gero-"

‘va-Ortega is

" aworld-re-:
nowned flu-
tist and ar- -

" tistic director’
of the Musi-
ca-Viva In-

- -ternational’

. Concert Se-

ries. * :

IN CONCER!

» Juan Serrano with Isabe! Ruiz de Vil-
la “La Chamela™ Spanlish dancar,
Marl[a Temo, singar.

* Presented by: Musica Viva Intamation-
al Concart Saries at Orchestra Hall,
3711 Woodward, Detoit.

+ Cancert tlme: 3:30 p.. Sunday, Nov. 14.

« Tlekets: Range from $10 to $30, call
833:3700.

Local performers shine in comic opera

David DiChiera
did not have to trav-
¢l for to find "acres
of diamonds” for
Michigan Opera
Theatre's scason
opener ot the Fisher
Thentre in Detroit.

Locally, the gener-
MARYJANE 0l director found a

DOERR  superb cast who cer-
tainly are not “dia-
monds in the rough,” and mounted
an hilarious “Barber of Seville,”

Southficld’s Ara Berberian was
home for the first time this fall, after
16 consecutive scasons at the Metro-
politan Opera, to take on the role of
the slimy, bribe-taking music teacher,
Don Basilio and sing a pulsating, ex-
plosive “La calunnia.” Berberian per-
forms with natural ease and he locks
like a scoundrel,

B REVIEW

In the pit, Oakland University fac-
ulty member Suzanne Acton made
her debut as an operatic conductor.
She has always shown a keen ability
to transfer her musical knowledge to
the MOT chorus over the lost 13
years. In the pit, her timing suited
the singers.

Acton had her arms and hands full
with this show, In the two casts, the
leads all had different cadenzas and
tempos. For the talented sopranc
Janet Williame to sing Rosina, a mez-
z0-soprano role, the koy had to be
transposed. (Also Williams took some
unusual cadenzas.)

Another local talent Claritha Buggs
snng a solid “Il vecchiotto cercha mo-
ghe.” Years ago, Community Pro-
grams Director Karen VanderKloot

but ‘Black Coffee’ lacks atmosphere

A )

is

ON FTagE

“BARBER OF SEVILLE"

* Theator: Michigan Opera Theatie seasen
openar at the Fisher Theatre in Datralt.

» Curtaln time: 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
Nov. 5:6. Performances are in ltalian with
English surtites above the stage.

+ Tickets: Call MOT Box Offica,874-SING

{7464) or TickaiMaster, 645-6566.

H In the maze of De-
troit's cultural jowels,
MOT Is a shinny gem
with fewer karats but
with the Jeweler’s ex-
pertise to distingulsh
the diamonds.

In the maze of Detroit's cultural
jewels, MOT is a shinny gem with
fewer karats but wifhltl\n je\:l‘elnr‘n ex-

DiChiera, of Beverly Hills, ized
Buges' talent and hired her for many
MOT touring productions.

Detroiter Williams first came to
DiChiera’s attention at the 1986 Met-
ropolitan Opera auditions. Buggs won
that competition over Williams who
has since gone on to build what looks
like a mojor operatic career.

pertise to distl:
The company launched Kathleen
Battle's career with this Rosina rote.

Janet Williams  will follow her
footsteps.

Mary Jane Doerr of Troy is o full-
time teacher and freelance writer who
specializes in opera and musical the-
ater.

Mercy High School

everything in
Agatha Christie
mysteries. The
quiet English
villages of Miss
Jane Marples or
the exotle Orient
Express or Nilo
barge of the trav-
cling aristocracy
are locath

. HUGH
| GALLAGHER

| REVIEW

terious daughter-in-law, his irre.
verent nicce, hia talkative sister,
his meticulous secretary, the but-
ler or the Italian doctor.

As always the number of likely
suspects Is large enough and
credible enough to keep the audi-
encoe ing and Dame Agatha

pe

for Dame Agatha's satiric obser-

w;tlons on class-conacious British
{8

: The' Meadow Brook Theatre
production of the 1931 “Black
Coffee” never quite takes us to
the library of a rich, eccentric
English scientist. It has some fino

follows the cxample of “Conan
Doyle by having Hostings stand
in for the rest of us while Pairot
soars ahead.

The fiat, necessarily expository
act drogged as the actora scomed

ON 7TngE

“BLACK COFFEE"

#Thoater: Meadow Brook Theatrs, on the
campus of Oakland University, Rochester.

+ Curtaln time: 8 p.m. Thursday, Nov.
4, and Friday, Nov. 5; 6 p.m. and 9:30

day, Nov. 7; 8 p.m, Tuesday, Nov, 9;
2 pm. and B p.m. Wednesday, Nov.
10 Show continuas through Nov. 21,
caltthaater for additienal times.

+* Prices: Tickels: Range rom $18 to
$24.50, Studant, sanlor, and group dis-
counts avatable, Cal 377-3300, or Tickel-

to struggle to get into charact

" master, 645-6666, Group Sales, JT0-T31E.

The accond end third acts moved
with more authori

acting, a propetly nal
act and a pleasant set, but it lncks
that crucial atmosphere.

, Christie’s famous detective
with “the little gray cells,” Hecule
Poirot, is called to o country cs.
tate to invostigate the theft of aci-
entific papers on building an
atomic bomb, )

; Before Polrot and his faithful
companion Capt, Hastings arrive,

Eric Tavares goes lightly on the
Belgian accent and a bit too heav-

an the verbose and twittering
mnl'd’erz sister. Her cffervescent,

ily on the hesitant Poirot
isms. He succeeda in meking
Polrot @ trustworthy confidante
and doea show the process of the
mind at work.

James Anthony Ia excellent as
the eager if bumbling Hastings.
His futile attempts to out think

prejudices capture the
cenence of a certain kind of Brit-
ish bigot.

Paul Hopper is properly nasty
a8 the susplcious Itallan with a
great clipped Itatian accent, Jo-
soph Reed bringa needed energy
and briskness to the final act as

p.m. Saturday, Nov. 6; 630 p.m. Sun- |

H ‘As always the num-
ber of likely suspects
Is large enough and
credible enough to
keep the audience
guessing.’

Christie mysterics having nelther
&hu atmgunharc of "“’l‘h-z

twists of “Witness for tho Prose.
cution.” It is notable, however, for
two thinga, It makes some inter-
esting observations on British bi-
gotry, It also deals with the atom-
ic bomb many yeara before thoe
bomb was perfected, when it was
anly tho subject of so-called juve-
nilo scicnce fiction, Damo Agatha
nlso took a strong anti-bomb poai-
tion yeara before the Ban-the.
Bomb committeo became e fixture
of British politica.

Hugh Gallogher is production
gjitor of the (llbumcr & Eccentric
ne. ]

Fall Open House

A U.S. Exemplary Private School

Invites You To Attend
The Annual

Novermnber 7, 1993
From 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm

We are located at:
29300 Eleven Mile Road
Farmington Hills, MI 48336
(313) 476-8020

Founded i 1945 by ihe Sisters of Mercy
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