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MaRry. KLEMIC

Artist explores new
dimensions in fiber

ith the space between its fibers, fabric
can be seen a8 a material that
“breathes.”

In his exhibit cantinuing to Nov. 13
at the Sybaris Gallery, 202 E. Third in Royal Oak
(call 544-3388), Gerhardt Knodel breathes new life
into the medium,

Knodel, head of the fiber department at the
Cranbirook Academy of Art in Bloomfield Hills,
puts the versatility of fabric to full use, The pieces
challenge traditional views about textiles,

“How to make works that Include, rather than
exclude?” the artist sald. “How to make works
that exist on the periphery, defining space, rather
than occupying or filling the space? The search for
answers to these questions is at the core of the
work comprising this exhibition.”

Many latge picces are suspended. The images
they bear, such as lcaves or rocks, are interwoven
into the textiles. The textiles arc netting, but
rather than holding something they are setting it
in motion, As the giant pieces hang, atirring
slightly, the images scem to move and shimmer,

Eight large, slender columns of netting line the
room, hanging from the ceiling and shiRing slowly.
Each circular blick base holding a column in
place resembles a burner and the subtly shaded
columns can resemble flickering flames. Colors
within colora are seen as the pleces turn, along
with different levels of yellow on each column. The
yellow graduated levels form a series of steps when
the pieces are viewed in a row.

With some of the other pieces, Knodal painted
portals on the wall where they hang, meking it
_ look an though thoy are in front of doorways. The
room is opening up rather than closing in.

‘This year, Knodel will be inducted as a Fellow
of the Americon Craft Museum in New York City,
an honor bertowed on the most highly regarded
ortists in the field. Knodel has been artist in resi-
dence and head of the fiber department at Cran-
brook since 1970. His art works can be seen in

hi | issions and around

the country,

Helping hand

The Fohulous Gallery, 402 Main in Rochester
{cal) 651-G960), {s showing heart with art In an
event this week.

‘The gallery will hoat artist Kathleen Chaney
Fritz of Grand Rapids, known for her scenic water-
colors of Michigan, 4-8 p.m. Saturday. Fritz wilt
personalize posters, She has donated one of her
original works, now en display at the gallery,
which will be raffled off that evening. Half of the
proceeds from poster sales and all of the raffle pro.
ceeds will benefit the Capuchin Soup Kitchen,
?uﬂ;u tickets, now available at the gellery, are

2.60,

*Kathleen is one of our most favorite artists
here,” said gallery owner Tom Savelly.

“I'm very partial to watercolors. She has a lot of
nice scenes , . . Harbor Springs, Traverse City."

Frit2’s scenes are colorful, gentle renderings of
quiet seenes, Their tranquil waters bear reflec.
tiona of the simple boats or harbors on them.
‘Their nkies seem to be kissed by the sun,

Mary Kiemic is editor of the Oakland County
Creative Living section, You may cail her at 901-
2569, Her fax number is 644-1314,

Installation: New works by Gerhardt
Knodel fill the room at the Sybaris Gal-
lery in Royal Oak. .

LOOKING AHEAD

- What to watch for in Creative Living next week:

W A visit with Birmingham ortist Richard Kozlow,
whose oxhibit o?enu at the Posner Gallery in
Farmington Hills,

Marty Figley’s Garden Spot column,
Exhibitionn, art gallery evont listings.

STAr? PrOTOS BY DAN DEAN

Colossal quilts: The pieces in
“The Artist and the Quilt”
may tell a story, as does the
work above, or feature a dra-
matic display of colors, as
does the quilt at right held by
curator Merry Silber (left)
and Sylvia Nelson, director of
the Janice Charach Epstein
Museum/Gallery.

CREATIVE LIVING

Quilts warm to cultural theme

ByMaRy KrLemic
StaFr WiuTER

Needle and thread take on special
strength, and the patterna thoy make
take on a special beauty and signifi-
cance, in o first-of-its-kind exhibit
and sale beginning this month at the
Janice Charach Epstein Muscum/
Gallery in the Jewlsh Community
Center in West Bloomfield.

In “The Artist and the Quilt,”
stitches merge cultures ns well as fab-
ric. The old art of American patch-
work quilting and Jewish traditions
come together in the display's 60
quilts and wall hanginga. The works
were created by artists of Jewish de-
scant, or deplct Jowish themes, Most
of the pleces are by renowned ortists
whose paintings are in muscums
around the world.

The show will be up § dny and

Needle and thread unite cultures in an exhibit and sale
* at the Janice Charach Epstein Museum/Gallery in the
Jewish Community Center, The show features quilts
and wall hangings made with American patchwork
Ul quilting techniques and Jewish themes.

for the Jewish Book Fair at the cen-
ter, 6600 W, Maple at Drake, and con-
tinue through Dec, 31, .

“These arc oxtraordinary works of
art,” said curator Merry Silber of Bir-
mingham, a well-known quilt authar-
ity and collector.

“The quilt as a work of art appeals
to me,” said gallery director Sylvia
Nelson,

“It's wo subtle to work with fab-
rics,”

Related ovents are nn_opening
night reccption 6-8:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 11, fenturing gucst speaker Julie
Silber, a quilt historian and author; a
talk by quilt artist Paula Nadelatern
2 pm. Sunday, Nov. 14; and Senior
Citizens Day Tucsday, Nov, 16,

At 1:30 pam, on Senior Citizens
Day, 80-yenr-old Lucia Robiner, who

Sunday for a special preview in time

BY MARY Kremic
STAFF WRITER

Long-respected names in the area
received speclel honors Thureday
night at the ninth annual Governors’
Arts Awards,

Marshall Fredericks, Louis Red-
stone and Jacobson Stores Inc. were
presented with awards in a ceremony
at the Detroit Instituta of Arts, The
event celcbrated those who made a *
slgmificant contribution to the arts in
Michigan, and reinforced the impor.
tance of the arta as well.

“Art is everywhere,” said ‘...!udy Dow
Alexander. chal o 1

Citizens for the Arta in Michigan. “It
is our job to keep the recognition of
art alive for cveryone. Each of us
needs to take the gospel of the arts
everywhoro wa go, Keep orts alive.”

Local names
Fredericks, & Birmingham resident

Soo HONORS, ¢E

Sco EXHIBIT, 4E

Dancing trio: Artist Kath Lathers of the Backdoor Gallery in
Farmington made these joyous Hasidic dolls for the §{mw,
which merges an old American art with Jewish tradition.

te arts honors

& Glorious event:
™ Louis Redstone
X1 (left), his wife,

N Ruth, and Mar-
shall Fredericks
were on hand
Thursday night
d for the Governors
Arts Awards at
the Detroit Insti-
i tute of Arts. Lou-
is Redstone and
Fredericks were
honored for their
significant contri-
butions to the
arts.

P

JONHN STORMZAND/STASY PHOTOGRAPHER

Artbeat features various happenings in the
suburban arts world. Send news leads to: Cre-
ativa Living, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
805 E. Maple, Birmingham 48003, or fax them
by calling 644-1314.

DESIQGN DISCUSSION

Ron Rea of Peterhansrea Design in Birming-
ham will bo the guest sponker for the season's
final Viewpoint at the Michigan Design Center
in Troy on Friday, Nov, 19. Rea will discuss
“Commercial Design . . , Designer's Rolein the
Buslneas World.” Coat is $7 por persen. For ros-
crvations, make checks payablo to the MDC and
mail them to the MDC, 1700 Stutse, Suite 25,
Troy 48084 by Friday, Nov, 12. A reception will
bo at 3 p,m. and tha lecture at 4 p.m. For moro
information, call 849-4770.

A student of architecture et Lawrenco Techno-
togical University and of fine arts and industrial
dealgn at Wayno State University, Rea’a inapired
work can bo scen throughout the Detroit motro
aren, including Scbastian’s Grille, Sweet Lor-
raine’s and Old Woodward Grille.

B FABULOUS BENEFIT

The Fabuloua Gallery, 402 Mein in Rochester,
will host Michigan artist Kathleen Chaney Fritz
n a benefit for the Capuchin Soup Kitchon 4-8
L p.m. Saturday, Nov. 6. Fritz, well known for her
sconic watercolors of Michigan, will personalize
posters and ono of her original, limited edition
prints, now on display at the gallery, will be raf.
Ned off. Rafile ticketa are $2.50 and aro available
ot the gallery through Seturday. Half of the pro-
ceeds from postor sales and all of the proceeds
from the rafflo will benefit the Capuchin Sou:

present its second annunl Art One Fall Fair 10
2.m, to 6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 6, and 10 am. to 6
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7, in the Physical Education
Building on the Auburn Hills campus of Osk-
land Community College. A portion of cach $3
ticket, and all proceeds from a ailent auction of
art work, will bo donnted to the Detroit Institute
of Arts, Arca artiata taking part include Stan
Megdall of Birmingham, Alfred Ponte and Joan
Wilson of Rocheater, Cheryl Noonan of Troy and
‘Ted Petok of West Bloomfield. The bullding ia
one mile east of the Pontiac Silverdome at 2900
Featherstone, north of M-59 and west of Opdyke.

W WRITERS LIVE

The fina! author in the “Writers Live” pro-
gram, Jaimy Gordon, will sppear 7:30 p.m.
‘Th day, Nov. 11, in the Baldwin Library Rota-

p
Kitchen, Call 651-6960 for more information,
W ARTF,
N Squared Productions, formed three yeara
ago by Nancy Blechman Clark of Bloomfield
Hilla and Nanci Einstein of Birmingham, will

ry Room, 300 W. Morrill in Birmingham. Gor-
don, a teacher at Western Michigan University,
is author of “Sha Drove Without Stopping.” For
more information, call the adult reading depart-
ment at Baldwin at 647-1700,




