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Real estate boards link up to improve service

BY VALERIE OLANDER
Stary WRITEN

Three Oakland County boards
of Realtors are conkolidating ser-
vices in the name of cont effective-
ness and efficiency.

The Birminghom-Bloomfield
Bonrd of Realtors, the South Onk-
tand County Board of Realturs
and the soon-to-be formed Metra
Detroit Board of Commerciul Re-
altors will create the Professional
Associntions Surviee (PAS). The
new operation will couple hoth ex:
jsting bourd’s swf¥ und offer pro-
grums for teal estate profession-
als. However, each hoard will still
function eutanomously with on
elected board of directors when it
comes to muking policy.

“For tuo lung we've operated as
separate entities. . . We're doing
what most other compunies ore
doing right now, We're trimming
the fat,” said Joan Downing, bro-
ker/ownur of ReMax in the Hills

Greater exposure

‘The bottom line for consumers
is the ndded cxposure their prop-
erty will reccive when put on the
murket, according Downing, in
adlition to cutting down on costs
for real estate companies.

Other states such a8 Virginia,
Florida and California have made
similar moves, satd G. Warren
Gould, the outgoing executive vice
president of the Birminghom-
Bloomfield Board of Realtors,
whuse job will be climinated an a
result of the ization. Mau-

B ‘For too long we've operated as separato en-

tities . . . We're doing what most other compa.

2':8' are dolng right now, We're trimming the
at.

Joan Duwninﬁ, broker/owner
eMazx in the Hills
member, Bir ham-Bloomfield Board of R

wention courses, seminars and
ather functions exclusively for its
membership. PAS will be able to

bine the roles of both boards,

rice Richurds, executive director
of the South Qakiand County
Board of Realtors, is retiring.

A new director has been hired
to head PAS. John (Jack)} Barry
of Fort Meyers, Fla,, will begin his
duties ot the end of November, al-
though the new group is not ex-
pected to be up and running until
the first of the yeor.

“This is reelly expanding and
upgrading our services by having
them all bined,” said Rich-

and member of the Bir h
Bloomfield Boatd of Realtors.

“This is a positive thing of the
future. We're hoping more
{boards) join us,” she added.

ards, referring to the newly creat.
¢ PAS, un idea in which he initi-
ated.

In the past, cach local hoard
would offer aimilar inui

in addition to the new commercial
association expected to be formed
if the Natlona] Assoclation of Re-
altors grants approval, That deci-
sion is expected to come on Nov.

15.
‘The cost of board membership
for real cstate professionals has

been escalating over the years, es-
pecially since many agents belong
to more than one association and
pay uscr fees to access the multi-
ple listing scrvice (MLS) of each.
The MLS is o computer-drawn
system that lists property for sale
in a designated area.

Sales associate Carlos Whit.
man of Southfield-based Century
21 Today belongs to four real es-
tate boarda and pays about $500

to $600 annually, plus operational
expenses or uscr fees to hook up
to each groups’ MLS.

““This 18 golng to be good for the
industry, Everyone will be on the
same page,” he said.

More efficient

Over the past few years, Real-
tors have been searching for a
more efficient way to offer the
MLS services, The solution was a
regionalized system for Oakland
and Wayne counties called Real
Comp 11

The fees which real estate
boards charge for the listing ser-
vice generates much revenue, and
the loss of the revenue from form.
ing Real Comp 11 was one of the
reasons to consolidate the service
end of the business,

Seven boards will be under the
MLS service including the South
Oakland County Board of Reals
tors, the North Oakland County,
Board of Realtors, the Birming:
ham-Bloomficld Board of Real~
tors, the Rochester Board of Real:
tora, the Western Wayne-Oakland
County Board of Realtors, the De-
troit Board of Realtors and the
Dearborn Board of Realtors. ..

While Real Comp II will be
headquartered in Farmington,
Hills, the location for PAS has yet
to be determined by the exiating’
boards of dlrectors. .

The South Oakland County
group is located in Royal Oak and,
the Birmingham-Bloomficld
group ia in Bloomfield Township.
Bath sites could be abandoned for,
a larger office location, according
to Gould. :

Seminar teaches business writing skills

Whether it's o small business
or a large company, every organi.
2ation needs a plan. The Oakland
l:lni_\'crﬂilty Continuum Center has

o workshop that teaches

collection will get.

Stop playing with
Satry if that sounds like your mather talking. But with gas logs in your fireplace,

there’s never a need to touch a match, a log or
Simply touch a button to instantly start a clean-buring natural gos fire. You'll also

I keeping 50 percent of your money from going up the chimney.
With no more fires to light, just think how big your matchbook

For a gas log dealer near you, check the yellow pages
+] & D Distributing 1-800.-828-4688
»Thermo-Fire Distributing 1.800-878.7400

matches.
hearth full of ashes again,

under Fireplace Equipment or call:
+NRG Distributing 1.800.288-8NRG
«MS Distributing 313.229.2451

Coesanery
3

rewtaen
maawint s

how to create one,

“How To Write A Business
Plan” will be offered 7-9:30 p.m.
‘Thuraday, Nov, 18, on campus.

Financial Planner and Busi.
ness Consultant Jack Bryan, will
present a concise yet complete
guide to help anyone write a plan

for professional success, Partici-
pants will examine what a busi-
ness plan is, why it is important,
and the dffferent types to choose
from, including a model plan.
‘The fee for the evening is $39;
MasterCard/VISA d

through Nov. 16; call 370-3033, ar
outside Qskland County call toll-
free 1.800-370-3042, The Contin-
uum Center is part of Oaklend
University's Division of Continu-
ing Education a:nd ’upec.h_a'lizail in

Registrations will be taken

p o
ment and personal enrichment. v
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