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Dolan shouldn’t

hey pitched her high and inside, and she
doesn't like it one bit. But, gosh, state
Rep. Jan Dolan, that’s how they play

... hardball in the school finance league.

Dolan, who represents the Farmington area,
heard the balt go whining past her ear last Fri-
day s she opened her mailbox and found the
slick, colorful brochure that put down the so-
called “Engler plan” to finance public schools
without property taxes.

Then Dolan heard something else: her telee
phone tinging and ringing. Seems the brochure
included her name and her home and Lansing
phone numbers in big black letters.

. Bristling with indignation, Dolan was in the
newspaper office late Friday afternoon with the
brochure and a “How-dare-they!"” speech.

She’s produced o response that leads our let-
ters column on this page. An article about the
brochure appears snmcwhure in tlns cdltmn.

The powerful Mi Ed
tion, miffed at having the trusty propcrty tax
removed as the method of paying its teachers, is
responsible for the brochures, claim Dolan and
other lawmakers similarly targeted, We don't
doubt that for a minute.

Dolan and others are in the MEA's gunsights
because they were the ones who helped scuttle
that golden goose of a property tax.

Back in July, you'll remember, state lawmak-
ers — including Dolan — went on what one lo-
cal school official called a “feeding frenzy” and
voted to eliminate the local property tox as the
chief means of operating the public schools.

How would that $5.6 billion in local revenue
be replaced? Oh, the good legis): couldn't
{or wouldn't) say. It's been a hotly-debated to-

pic ever since.

That's hardball!
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Now, we understand if Dolan is a bit uncom-
fortable these days. The popular lawmaker is, or
always has been, safe at home. She’s well-
known and liked in her district, which includes
just Farmington and Farmington Hills, She has
had few dotractors, If there's & more secure
House member in Michigan, please point him/
her out.

She does not want to become known as that
woman who helped screw up the Farmington
Public Schools, She's been attempting to ox-
plain herself at schoo) meetings and elsewhere
ever since July.

We think that if Dolan weren't 8o safe at
home, if she had some competition on the local
Republican scenc, if she knew upponents were
hanging on her every political move, then may-
be she would consider her actions in Lansing a
little more carefully.

Perhaps she wouldn’t be so quick to join the
thundering herd that trampled school finances
into such a confusing mess last July.

Anyway, those were our thoughts last Friday
as we listened to Jan Dolan read 'em and weep.
We're sorry but, hey, she messed with the
source of Michigan teachers' wealth, She should

Arkie Hupkins
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Brochure misleads

misleading brochure circulated by the
Michigan Education Association is a tac-
tic that demeans the genuine school re-
form progress being achieved.
‘The fliers rely on inaccuracies und deceptive
to attack the 1 school reform
!nlunuve. The brnchures are being mailed to

not be surprised when Michi; col
lectively mess back. That's hardball in the
school finonce league. You're up, Jan.

hen he was running for governor, John

Engler never said a word about “char-

ter schools,” the shaky educational
gimmick that is in 50 much trouble in the Leg-
islature.
““Gov. Engler prides himself on “Promises
mndc. Promises Kept.” He never promised
frcharter schools. His conscience would be clear if
he backed away from the idea. And back away
._Jie should.
-... A charter school is a “‘school without bounda-
-».m.“a * in the administration’s words. A group of
g, tcuchers. pnmnts a husiness orany ¢ other entity
—<oul and be

Keep clear of charter schools

against public taxes for private schools.

Perhaps the real reason behind the grab for
public funds is plummeting non-public entoll-
ments: from a peak of 361,000 in 1965-66 to
175,000 in 1990-91, a decline of 51.5 percent. In
roughly the same period, public school enroll-
ments declined 30 percent.

‘The non-publics’ share of the market slipped
from a recent high of 11.6 percent in 1983-85 to
barely 10 percent currently,

‘Well, hire good teachers, retrain them as
needed, give them good equipment and we'll
have good schools. Reinforce good achools with

ive parents who value cducation, and

~yranted a chnm:r by the schnul district or state,
=-No church official can be involved. It would be
ree of ", ic red tape,” T! lation: no

we' lI have better schools and competent gradu-
ates.

Mioht

with so many tiny school districts,

~Teacher Tenure Act and a union-free cnviron-
Zment.
£X The demand for charter schools never came
& from teachers and parents. It was invented by
by ¥'an ideological think tank called Mackinac Cen-
"--tcr and a related group called Teach Michigan.
‘- ‘Their original idea was o voucher system —
the state would give each pupil a check, and the
=:pupil would enroll at any publie, private, paro-
Z=chial or fly by night academy.
,: Bu" H are licitly unconsti
=State voters decided that emphatically in 1970,
:Vowm emphumzed the point by rcjncting acon-
>~ to allow * hil
%+ In the charter debate, we smell a hidden
>agenda — and not well hidden, at that, “Char-
-ter schools” are plainly and simply a stalking
“horse for vouchers and parochiaid. If the Legie-
lature adopts charter schools, the next step will
be a constitutional convention — the issue is on
J<:the 1994 ballot — to remove the prohibitions

would be particularly vulnerable to bad charter
schools.

1f Engler fails to foresee the sinister results of
charter schools, then he should consider politi-
cal reality. The charter school idea is in big
trouble in the Legislnture:
u Senate Republicans barely scraped together
enough votes to pass it. Senate Demacrats will
hotd all tax bills hostage untit the charter
schools idea is toned down or junked.
¥ The bipartisan leaders of the House Educa-
tion Committee already have scrapped charter
schools in favor of a much modified system of
academies that would offer the state's core cur-
riculum and “emphasize skills rather than rote
learning”.

Candidate Engler never pi 1 the voters
chunur schools He would be wlse to forgct
about d ingsucha i

heis truly lnlcreatct! in reinventing schools.
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¢ MEA, Lansing's larg-
est and most powerful lobbying g;uup, Michi-

it, though, without my wonderful group of sup-

porters.

‘They helped with all aspects of the campaign,
80 [ was able to concentrate on my door-to-door,
which was the most important part of my cam-
paign,

I received a lot of support and encouragement
from my husband Ron and my sons Nick, Kov-
in, Joe and Alex. They held down the fort at
home while I was out talking to residents.
Brenda Kandt, was

gan Federation of 'I‘enchcm and the
Parent Teacher Association.

None of those organizations’ names appear in
the flicrs, though, They instead are mailed un-
der the guiae of a group called A Partnership for
the Future,

My criticism oflhesu special interests should
not be construed as “teacher-bashing,” but
union leaders obviously are advancing thelr

My
:nvuluubln to me. She kept everything orgumzed
and running smoothly. Aldo Vagnozzi also gave
me a tremendous boost, and so did my endorse-
ment from the Farmington Observer.

When you are z candidate, you are on an emo-
tional scesaw. Everyone on my committee
helped me with words of encouragement, and
kept pushlng me to keep going. I couldn’t have

hed what I did without them.

own agendas rather than sharing \;
concern for our children. The half-truths are a
great disservice to the carnest school reform ef-

My special thanks go to you, the voters of
Fi Hills. Without you, [ wouldn't have

forts under way at the Capitol. E: equity
and quality in our schools requires a construce
tive partnership between parents, educators, job
providers and public servants,

The brochure claims that the schools of
choice proposal prevents parenta from working
with local teachers, and from having a say in
who attends neighborhood schools.

That statement is simply wrong. School
choice is specifically designed to give parents
greater input in their children's education. Par-
ents will have the option of keeping children in
their own school diatricts, Local students also
would get first priority when enmllmg in neigh-
borhood schools. Any additional openings
would then be made available to students from
outside the district.

Other distortions include assertions that un-

1s could teach children and
that the governor’s plan won't reform schools.
l‘m not on board with every aspect of !.he gov-

been the top vote-getter on Nov, 2, 1993,
Cheryl Oliverio, Farmington Hills council
member

Thanks for coming

n behalf of the administration and staff
at Botsford General Hospital, I would
like to take the opportunity to extend a
sincere thank you to reporter Bill Coutant for
j(t’ﬂning us at our annual leadership forum on
ot. 14,

With health care issues commanding the po-
litical and national spotlight, we hope this fo-
rum provided some new insight and perspective
into some of these issucs,

d General H | intends to hold

ernor’s plan, but I believe it should be d
on its true merits, not misinformation. Perhaps
the questionable content of this literature ex-
plains why the lobbyists refused to list their or-
ganizations on it,

Mlchlgun children wilt be much better off if
the interest groups channel their encrgy mlo
lving rather than ot
Their actions to date have been counterproduc
t.ivcdln the open and honest discussions that we
need.
1 am pleased with the positive results being

made in Lansing, and encourage the special in- -

terests to stop pushing their own agendas at the
expense of the truth — and our children.
tate Rep. Jan Dolan, Farmington Hills

ell, the clection is over and there

Thanks so much
wasn't anyone in the city more

w surprised than I was at the outcome,

1 was absolutely thrilled. I couldn’t have done

the annual forum to provide & setting for ad-
dressing topics of concern and interest within
the health-care industry and the community.
We are pleased you could be among those lead-
ers who attended.

I would also like to thank the Farmington
Observer for its continued attention to all Bots-
ford Gencral Hospital activitics. We are grateful
for your support of our efforts.

Margo Gorchow, administrator,
Hospital & Community Relatlons,
Botsford General Hospital

Opinlons are to ba shared: We welcome your
Ideas, as do yournelghbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weekly basis for opinlons in your
own words., We will help by editing for clanty. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone number.
Letters should be malled to: Editor, The Farm-
Ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm-

ington 48336.
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TOM BAER COMMUNITY EDITOR, 477-5450
SUSAN ROSIEX MANAGING EOTOR, OBSERVER NEWSPAPERS, 953-2149 .
PPEQ KNOESPEL ADVERTISING MANAGER, OBSERVER NEWSPAPERS, 953-2177
LARRY GEIGER MANAGER OF CIRCULATION, OBSERVER NEWSPAPLRS, 953-2239
MARK LEWLS, REGIONAL ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL MANAGER,
& ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS, 9532150
DICK ISHAM VICE-PRESIDENT, GENERAL MARAGER, OSSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS, 953-2252
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