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‘Writer, child star
works to help others

his has been celebrity week! On Friday I
had lunch with Academy Award-winning
screenwriter Bruce Joel Rubin, Monday af-
- ternoan I talked on the phoho with Butch Patrick,
whom many of you remember as Eddie on the pop-
ular TV series “The Munstors,”

Rubin and Patrick both use their talents to help
others. Rubin hopea his movies will bring families
closer together. Patrick speaks to studenta about
the importance of getting an education, and helps
* aspiring actors and nctwsscs !hrough his wcrk
- withthe A Arts N

Tum tothe movle page to learn about Rubin's
new movie “My Life"” opening Friday at metro De-
troit movie theaters — bring tissues, "My Life” is
sad, and so funny that you'l! have tears in your
eyes from laughing.

The saying “When one door closes, anather one
opens,” certainly is true for Rubin who wanted to
be an actor when he waa five, He was In oll the
ploys in school, and dreamed of going to New York
to be in theater. A teacher told him he couldn’t
act, but he could direct. It was devastating, Rubin
said, but he lfatened to her.

At 40, Patrick is still “Little Eddie Munster" to
a lot of people, It docsn't bother him: In fact, he
laughs about it. “I get a lot of calls around Hal.
loween,"” he sald, “I was in four other TV gcries,
but people remember Eddie.”

Patrick will be in the Dnlmnt area Nov. 20-21
with Julie M of the
Arts Network to teach a semlnnr for nctors ofall
ages who would like to get into show business.

Matthews and Paul Pctersen from the “Donna
Reed Show" have developed a program to teach
People nbmn the many nnpc:tsdnr worklng in mov-
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LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Entertainment next week:

M The Village Players of Birmingham present
“Lettice and Lovage” o hilarious comedy,

B The Theatre Guild of LXvonIn-Rcdl’ord opens its
40th season with “Private Lives."

chk back,

enj oy :

l Joln the fun atthe Millenni- .
um Theatre Center in South-
field where “Lifo Is A Beach,” -
and Motown is hip. Revislt ﬁle
summer of 1963, . -
BY SYLVIABELL .
EI'I:CIAL WHITER

Opening Night at’ “Life ln a - |.. .
Beach” at Southficld’a new Millen-.. |-~
nium Theatre Conter brought out a
curious: crowd :seeking -outragéous
J&lbu, cool songs.. of thn

- Helf the fun In uttendlng thls
ungmnl. multi-media extravaganza,
directed by Michigan native Jeff
Nahan — is In becoming part of the
show. The performance on Oct. 27
was delayed 20 minutes as the lobby
beach party carried on admidst the
‘sand, palm trees, Pina Coladas and
summer-time games including: vol. -
" leyball, limbo and hoolahoop.

- -‘Many. theater. goera. dressed in’
beach attire, and yet some mdre con-
servatively.: Dr. Joseph -Abbate ‘of *
Farmirigton:- Hills;” left - his 'beach

gear behind, but’ enjoycd wnu:hlnz
-his d.nughter Andrea play voll

and later, kick back to watch tho .

Beach party:
The Ensem-
ble from ‘Life
is a Beach’
featuresa
talented cast
of local per-
formers who,
sing and -
dance to
tunes from
the 1960s.
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show in a lounge chair.

“I hadn't exactly planned oh end-
ing up at the beach tonight,” he
sald. "Buz this is 4 tot of fun!” Other

- patrons auch as Alon Mario of West
‘Bloomflold dressed “in blg. straw’
-hats, shades.and sandals, *
step out for an event, I become the
-event,” shoanid. . ;.

“When I

. The gl:ncml cansensus mmed to

bo that the uew Mlllennlum thcawr

" is n marveloua plncc.

“Life is' a Beach” is aboiit how
Debbie meets Chuck (cute with a
capital K), they fall in Jove before @
backdrop of 'Beachgirls & the Mon-
ster” film clips; become estranged
when Mike olins Elvis, steps in, and
eventually reunite — "all inthe
course of a day, In between this sim.

ple boy meets girl theme, are runing .

wlth a cast ofuxnggomwd chumcten

. volo of a Mae Woest type named Babs

Theatro, In Chelses, takes on the

Buxloy, the Bikini Bombshell, along
with her ulenzy Hollywood agent.

Other principals include Benita
* Charles, last seen in Detroit Ropor- |
tory Theatre’s “Unchanging Love."
Hero she is better known as Trixie/
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“LIFE IS A BEACH"

4 Theater; Millennium Theatre Center,
15600 J.L.. Hudsen Drive, Southfiekd

Curtain ime: 8 p.m, Fridays and Satur-
days, 3 p.m. Sundays through Dec. 5.

#Tickets: Range from $16.50 to $22.50.
Student, senior, and group discounts
available. All seats reserved. Call 552-
7000 of Ticketmaster, 645-5666.

Merey Mary: Mary Callaghan
Lynch stars as Valencienne.

‘when they were appearing in “H.M.

Soprano merry about

By Manry JANE DOERR
SPECIAL WRITER

Mary and her twin Joxcph were
born a week before Christmas, but
that is not the reason Mary Cal.
laghan Lynch is 8o merry.

‘This week she opena in “The Merry
Widow,” Michigan Opera Theatro's
lavish production. As Valencienne,
this is a time for Mary to be Mary
and just plain merry.

“I'really can't wait to get up there,”
soid the highly energetic saprano be.
tween preliminary rehearsals. ‘I fecl
50 comfortable on the stoge. 1 love it.

Lynch’s parents met at Symcuase

Pinafore.” No baby switching he :
Lynch has carried on with the teadi.

MOT role

in New York. This apring she has a l
‘call back' ot the English National .
Opera in London to sing for Mark
Elder.
“My children are older now s0 it
would be possible for me to do it,”
soid Lynch who is married to Patrick
Lynch of Lynch & Sons, also a singer,
Franz Lehar's “The Merry Widow"
is one of the greatest and most popu-
lar operettas, composed in 1905 at the
decline of the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire. It is the story of the humorous
requiting of an unrequited love.
Count Danilo (Ron Raines) has long
been in love with the widow Hanna,
(Judy Kaye, Tony Award winner for
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tion and has appeated in 12 MOT
productions In the last 17 years, in-
cluding MOT's highly successful “Pi-
rates of Penzance.,” Dorothy Danner,
stage director for “The Merry Wid-
aw,” has called her the best G&S
goprano in the country.

“I am thrilled to be back working
with Dorothy Danner,” Lynch whe
last worked with Danner 10 ycars ago
in MOT's “The Mikado.” “She un-
derstands the challenge of making the
characters in this show real.”

Lynch has also sung major roles
with the Toledo Opera, the Dayton
Opera, and the ‘Glimmerglass Opera

Women in Jake’s life quirky, Wonderful

“Jake's Wom-
en,” the lateat
pluy in the Neil
Simon canon, is
tepid material at
best, and a_mis-
cast lead charac.
ter in the current
Birmingham
Theatre produe.
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“JAKE'S WOMEN"

Thealer: Bitmingham Theatre, 211 S.
Woodward.

Curtaln llmu. a pm Tuesday through
and

%ﬂ%“% l:‘on only adda to
the di .
ment.
Simon haos, been Broadway's

leading writer of comedy for aver
30 years, Though his work has
taken a8 much more serious, re-
(Mective turn for the Iast decade or
80, one still cxpects the play-
wright's witty repartee and nstute
characterizations. “Jake’s Wom-
en" delivers very little of either.

Jake {Steve Elmore) iz n re.

nowned middle.aged writer whose
secontd martiage is falling apart
largely due to his atill gricving
aver the death of his beloved first
wife. Sound familiar? Simon
hashed out his own grief and bullt
in hiz autabiographical, very suc-
cessful “Chapter Two" many
years ago. “Jake's Women" goea
ovor the same ground, but this
time tho dialogue and the charac.
ters are flatter and less likeable.
* The main gimmick here ia that
most of the dinlogue are scenes
imogined in Jake's head, As he
sinks closcr to a complete break-
down he becomes increasingly un-
able to separate what is real from
what i8 imogined.

As Jake remembers how he met
his second wife Maggie (Sherry
Skinker) at a chic party in the

. Hamptons, it is clear that these
aro supposed to be sophisticated,
urbane people. Elmore seems the
vory antithesis, Ho scoms frumpy,
more tho’imngo of a fatherly Mid-

Sundays 2 and 7p m, through Dec. 5
Tickots: Range from $13 to $32.50.
Call 644-3533 or Ticketmaster, 645+

adequate.

Given the weaknesses in ucript
and casting, director Arthur
Storch 'is ueriuuuly handlcnppcd
and “Jake's Women™ never really

gets much beyond ho-hum,

Barbara Michals is an invet-
erate playgoer who regularly
catehes up on all the New York
productions.

Understudies wait in wings

Whilu “Jake's ancn" p]nya a
k run at the
’I‘huutra. two local actors will be
emong tho four understudics
waiting in the wings.

Geoffroy Beauchamp of Bloom-
field Hilla ia the understudy for
the lead character Joke, and Peg-
&y ‘Thorp of Ferndale is the un.
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dy for two of the seven
women in Jake’s life,

die Amcncn cnuch potato than a

and Thurp did
nwduule wark at Waynu State
d to metro

Aavvy M and his de-
livery completely Inckx the brittle,
sardonic edge that would give his
lings a comic boost.

Dctroh. nﬂur getting  married.
Both have extensive credits with
Detmltonren theaters, including
M brool o8 wull a8 doing

Slfink.cr. 8 Y gives Mpg-

“You give up the lottery ticket
— the chance to be discovered. I'l)
go on working at the same salary
level, but at least I will go on
working,” he said.

Both actors agreed that in some
ways understudying is the
toughest acting job there Ia, “It’s
a lot of work and a lot of waiting,”
Thorp uald. “But I'm ready {f they
need me.”

Since Beauchamp's character
has half of all the dinlogue in the
show and never leaves the stage,
he attended all of the carly New
York rehearsals as well as the late

but the script never allows the au-
dience to really know or care
much about what mokes her tick,

Nicoln Shears makes Jake's
sister Karen the most dimension-
al character. She's quirky, whiny,
caustic aa well aa lovingly sympn.
thetic to her brother, and Shear's
expressive face and vocal inflec.
tions are wonderful.

As Edith, Jake's therapist, Vic-
toria Boo!hby also has a
crisp delivery that makes her
highly credible.

DecAnne Kemp is perky and
likeable as Jake'a daughter Molly
at 12, Dana Ertischek as Molly at
21, Elizabeth Richmond ns firat
wifo Julle, and Kristin Bacr as
new flamo Sheila are all perfectly

v .

dio and televison voice- -overs, nnd
industrial films,

Unliko large-scale wmusicals
where understudies usually have
small chorus roles as well, a
small-cast show ltke “Jake's
Women™ uses understudies who
may never appear on the stage
during the entire run even though
they must be at the theater every
night, ready to go on staga ot a
moment’s notice.

‘Why would oxperioneed actars”

want such a job? Both cited the
advantage of a steady, paycheck
for five wecks, Though Beau.
champ bogan his professional act-
ing carcer in New York, he said he
warks more by bnulng himaclf in
the Midwest and wnrldng in re-
gional theater.

¥

er Bi ham onea. “Even il you

watch all the rehearsals, it's a-

whole lot different than going
through the movcu yourself,” ho
soid. “You do a lot of:‘closet
rehearsing' in your dressing room
‘plus the one or two rcheatsals
held cach week.for the understu-
diea once the play's run is under
way."

When an understudy does have
to go on for an ailing actor, “it'a
not like the *star is born’ myth -

\

Beauchamp sald. “It's a fr!xhlcn- .

ing, sweaty nightmare, and you're
Just trying to got through it.

Though you'va been watching the

show every night, the other actora
aro uged to things happening in a
certain way and aro not used to
you."
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Featuring complete  Turkey Dinner with
Whole Turkey (1% Ib. per person) Carved at
your table. Six or more guests required,
I’L:efu:vcr Turkey will be packaged to take
ome,

Glve your chef at home a break, Take out
from our oven to your kitchen a roasted
stulfed turkey with all the trimmings and
pumpkin ple for dessert.

Sly Fex

A Thardaginving Doy
Thadition!

Thursday, November 25
12 noon - 7:00 p.m.
COMPLETE TURKEY DINNERS
with alf the Fixings. Including

Pumpkin Ple
Adults - §17.50
Children under 10} - $9.95
-7 OR

CARVED TABLESIDE

OR

Turkews 2o Go . . .

For Reservations or’
Intormation Call 642-6900
/725 S. Hunter « Birmingham
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