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By KekLy WYGONIK
STAFE WHITER
? If you wish
spon a star

dreams can come
true. They did
for award-win-
ning sereenwriter
Bruce Joel Rubin who maokes his
divectorinl debut with “My Life"
apening Friday at metro Detroit
movie thenters,

“I make movies about things [
care obout,” said Rubin over
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cess of making the video, he real-
izes he has no understanding of
who he is or whot his life has been
about.

His journcy of self-discovery,
which includes a trip to his child-
hood home in Detroit to reconcile
old hurts with his family, be-
comes a celebration of life.

It is o journey that Rubin, who
grew up in Detroit and graduated
from Mumford High School, took.

lunch at B
the Radisson Plaza Hotel
Southfield. *

‘My Life,” like “Ghost” for
which Rubin won an Academy
Award for Best Sercen Play Writ-
ten Direetly for the Screen in
1990, is about life, death, and the
power of love. It zooms right to
the heort reminding audiences
that life is precious, and “Every
Moment Counts.”

‘Bob and Gail Jones (Michacl
Keaton and Nicole Kidman) are
expecting their first child, when
they discover Bob has concer and
might not live to sce the baby,
While fghting the illness, Bob
decides to make a video of his life
as a gift to the child, In the pro-
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I've often won-
dered
thoughts race
through the
mind of man's
best friend. One
thing is for cer-
tain: they must
be a lot funnicr
than the gags in
“*Look Who's
Talking Now."

what

JOHN
« MONAGHAN

" In this third installment in the
iopular series, John Travolta and
Kirstie Alley return as a happily
married couple trying to stay that
way despite two rambunctious
Kitls and harried job schedules.

, "My wife and 1| are talking
about the D-word,” James
confesses to his employer, the lus-
ty Fortune 500 business owner
who perks up considerably at the
thought of his getting a divorce,
Actually, he's referring to the dog
he and his wife hove finally decid-
ed to get for their Kids,

-;‘An chance would have it, they
énd up with two dogs, Rocks, a
seruffy mongrel from the pound,
can’t get beyond doing hix duty in
the house and chewing on his
mistress” shoes. He thinks his

UPCOMING
MOVIES

Action, drams, romance
— there's something for ev-
eryone at the movies, Here's
a Jist of what's in the wings:

W Opening Friday, Nov. 12,
“Equinox” — The story of
identical twins, separated ot
birth 30 years carlier, and
" their individual struggles to

survive in the city of Em-
. pire.

“The Three Musketeers”
— A live-action comedy/ad.
venture in which the Musk-
eteers journcy to stop the
King's adviser from over-
throwing the crown.

“Catlito’s Way" - A once
:1 notorious gangster dreams
of seitling down with his
wife, but plans are thwarted
by old friends and rivals,

“Equinox" — The story of
identical twins, separated at
birth 30 years later, and
. their individual struggles to

survive in the city of Em.
. pire.

= “Emcst Rides Agoin" —
+! Emest P, Worrell is back —
> : and history will never be the
v same in this comedy for all
" ages.

In some ways, “My Life" is his
life.

“This movie is not about death,
it's ahout life,” he said. “It makes
you think about your mortality.
1t's o spiritunl wake-up eall, Tell
people  you love them today.
These are lessons that need to be
told.”

They are lessons Rubin haos
tearncd well. Family and (riends
were the reason he was in town. “1
planned a screening of the film for
them. I wanted to have a private
moment with them, and do it as a
tribute to my mother,” he said,

Rubin's mother, Sondra died
Sept. 10, His father, Jim, and
brather Gary, live in West Bloom-

true for

field.

Those who know the Rubin
fomily will recognize Sondra as
Aunt Sophin in a scene in “My
Life.” She also appcarcd in
“Ghost” as the older nun, In “My
Life,” she greets Bob and Gail at
the family heme in Detroit with
open arms, a hug for cach, in a
fiving room crowded with rela-
tives. Rubin said Aunt Sophin
was very much like his mother —
“warm and very welcoming."”

“1 wanted to write a movie for
those who left Detroit and thase
who stayed,” said Rubin. “Roats
arc important.”

In the movie, Bob is the suc-
ceasful owner of public relations
firm, and living in Los Angeles.
His brother, Paul Ivanovich
(Bradley Whitford) stayed home
in Detroit to help run the family
business.

Bob shuns his Ukrainion lower
middle-closs roots and changes
name from Ivanavich to Jones.

Bob's parents Rose (Rebecea
Schull) and Bill Ivanovich (Mi-
chael Constantine) haven't come
to visit him in Californin, because
Rose is afraid to fly.

Much of the Detroit that Rubin
remembers is gone, Scenes depict.
ing Detroit in the carly 1960s were

“tick
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name is “No" because that's al-
most all anyone says to him.

The other dog, o prissy poodle
named Daphne, arrives  with
crates of Evian water and an elab-
orate tog house thot looks like o
castle.

gnet” while he accuses
her of being in-bred) by about the
middle of the film, leaving the
tension between thelr owners, Are
Jomes' business trips really just
an excuke to get away overnight
with his sexy boss? Will he be
home for Christmas?

For his part, Travolta is often
quite engaging in one of his infre-
quent screen appearances. He's

hunked :

up | since

And just like the p
“Look Who's Talking” movies
{which tracked the thoughts of
babies and toddlers) the latest
hns canine voice-overs supplied
by Dunny DeVito and Diane Kea-
ton. Like the papular actors who
supply the voices for Disney car-
toons, they're basically spinning
versions  of thumselves: carthy
and plain-talking on his end; fus-
sy and neuratic on hers,

You'll even note references to
“Lady and the Tramp,” Disney’s
animated canine (antasy, when
Daoph and Rocks head aut for a
night on the town and consider a
spaghetti dinner. They end up
digging through the trash at o
Chinese restaurant instead.

7
his lean, mean “Snturday Night
Fever” (l_n.yn. fitting uul:nrisingly

e
role of a harried husband and
daddy.

Alley, whose affected fog horn
of a voice [ still haven't warmed
up to since “Cheers”, registers the
same cross-cye (acial expression
for every situation, While Travol-
to is funny and self-parodying
during claborate [antasy
sequences, she has Hittle personal.
ity to play off of.

Kida may actually lap up the
jokes in “Look Whe's Talking
Now.” Parents will find that de-
spite off-colored gags about
X hing” and “butt-sniffing",

Not isingly, they
their differences (she calls him a

it's basically good-natured and

shot in Chicago. Rubin said they
scouted for locations in Detroit,
but coutdn't find what they were
looking for. The Ukralnian wed-
ding seene was shot in St, Nikolas
Church, ‘

A big part of Bob's spiritual
journey includes making peace
with his parents. Just before he
dies he tells them — "“You didn't

'MERRICK MORTON

do anything wrong. You did the
best you could.”

“This movie is about re-em-
bracing your life,” said Rubin
who said he was inspired to write
to script after weking up in the
middle of the night with severe
stomach pains,

“1 woke up in such pain that 1
was convinced I had a terminal

JOSEH LEDERER

Best buddy: Mikey (David Gallagher) cuddles with his
new best friend, a street-smart mutt named Rocks who
sounds just Itke Danny DeVito, in the comedy “Look

Who's Tatking Now."

harmless fun.

And 1 have a sinking feeling
there's more on the way. The
“Laok Who's Talking" saga won't
be concluded when the fat lady
sings, but when the family's sofa
and love seat finolly get into the
act,

Dig up your dog pictures for contest

There's still ime to enter our
“Dogs say the darnest things,”
contest. Send us a pleture of your
dog, with a caption of what your
dog is saying to enter our “Dogs
sny the darnest things contest.”

he first 28 entrics (limit ane
per family) will reccive a large
youth size aweat shirt from the

. Wygonik,

movie “Look Who's Talking
Now.” The grand prize winner
will receive a package with two
youth size sweat shirts and an ns-
sortment of “Look Who's Talking
Now,"memorabilia.

To enter, send a hot of

Editor, Observer & Eccentric

Newspapers Ine., 36251 School-

craft, Livonia, MI 48150. For

more information, eall 953-2105.
If you would like your photo-

gn‘:ph returned, please include a
Y ) 1 1 1

your dog, with a caption to; Keely
Taste/Entertainment

Deadline for entries is Monday,
ov. 15.
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Celebrating: Mi-
chael Keaton
(right) and Ni-
cole Kidman
gtarin “My
Life,” a Colum-
bia Pictures Re-
lease.

discase, As I Jay there, I wondered - °
what would happen if 1 died.
Would my children ever know
me? It was then 1 considered
making a video tape about my life
to leave as a gift to my children,
Then, as is often the case when I
have an interesting ides,
thought 'Hey, this is a good idea
for a movie!' "

‘Look Who’s Talking Now’ provides good-natured fun -

“L0DE WHO'S TALKIKE HOW" |
Released by: TH-Star Pictures
Staning: John Travolta, Kirstie * {:
Alley, with the voices ¢f Danny
DeVito and Diane Keaton
Ditected by: Tom Ropelewski
Produced by Jonathan D, Krane
Written by: Tom Ropelewski and
Leslie Dixon .

Rated: PG - 13 (Some material
may not be appropriate for pre-
teenagers)

Running time: 97 minutes
Rating (out of a possible four):

phone, fax him a note at 591-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain.
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ment, Obscrver & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schooleraft, Lx‘u«mga Wﬂhvm@
48150. -

EVERY MOMEN [oge] NT

“A MEMORABLE
MOVIE. A TERRIFIC
FILM ABOUT THE
APPRECIATION OF
LIFE AND ABOUT
OPENING YOUR
HEART TOLOVE"
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“THE BEST LOVE STORY SINCE ‘GHOST'
BUT EVEN MORE EMOTIONAL. SO TOUCHING, YOU
NEED TO SEE THIS WITH SOMEONE YOU LOVE"
+CEOAGE PEMMACTNG AP TV AN DICO
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