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Firry CENTS

Yea, band!: Harrison High
Schaol has the best marching band
in Michigan-land after the recent
competition. /3A

Get Focused: Farmington Focus,
usually found at the bottom of
page one, is located inside this edi-
tion. /3A

Big night (out): Remember the
Night Out effort against crime a
few months ago? Well, Farmington
Hills won an award for its partici-
pation. /4A

Goodbye, Ben: Ben Marks, who
was not re-elected to the Farming-
ton Hills City Council, enjoyed a
j}aézlc\i farewell at the last meeting.

'MAINSTREETS

Themes and dreams: The malls
have gone all out this year to bring
holiday magic to their unique dis-
plays. /8A

Stuffing contest: Meet our three
winners, and try out their prize-
winning stuffing recipes. /1B

Recipe Makeover: Cut the fat in
macaroni and cheese; healthy ide-
as for gobbling up turkey leftovers.
/18

Holiday sounds: Thanksgiving
weekend brings a deluie of bands
to the Detroit area with national
bands like Best Kissers in the
World, Ocean Blue and Bell Biv
Devoe playing downtown. /5B

 SPORTS

Dome bound? Fraser was the last

hurdle blocking Harrison’s path to

the Class A state championship
game at the Silverdome, The two
teams met Saturday at Eastern
Michigan. /1C
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Petition drives at school finance

A Farmington Hills

tdent has started a statewid

petition drive she hopes will clear up the chaos in

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAF? WRITER

One can take Vicki Barnott's ef-
forts on behall of Citizens Alliance for
Responsible Education three ways:
W She’s concorned about the educa-
tlonal welfare of children in Michi-

gan.
B As a local Democratic party chair,

Michigan school finances,

she has an ax to grind with Republi-
can Gov. John Engler.
B Or, Barnett's providing a way out
for frazzled legisiators aa the Dec. 81
deadline approaches to come up with
a new way to fund schools.

Perhaps all three have a rolo in the
formation of the Farmington Hills-
based organization, which sceks to

delay Public Act 145 or Senato Bill 1
until the public can vote on the con-
troversial act in a November 1994
olection. In the meantime, school
finance would revert back to the pre-
vious system of property taxes.
“I'm & parcnt, The only option I
have . . . i to resurrect the old sys.
,tem,” sald Barnett, who has two
school-aged children in the Farming.
ton Public Schools. Barnett ‘formed
CARE with state Sen. Jack Faxon, D-
- Farmington Hills, who is one of only
four scnators to vote no on Senate
Bill 1 that eliminated $6.3 billion for
public schoola,

- class taught by Mari

. Getting aleg up:. Emily Graham of Farmingto
on Knisely at the Community Center'of Fai {
* Hills.The center is celebrating its 25th anr tvérsary this year. For a story on the '

' Community Ceriter and more photos, please see the Siburban Life section of the Thursday,
" Nov. 25, Farmington Observer.- ' . ./ : alil L

The group needs 129,000 signa-
tures, So far, 55,000 have been col- .
fected with 5,000 coming in daily.

The petition drive is a wake-up call
to legislators, who passed the men.
sure despite vaters turning down pre-
vious cut-and-cap and seles tax pro-
posals, Barnett sald, *

Sho thinks lawmakers from hoth
partics got caught up in tax-cut delir.
fum with an approaching election

year,
“Who can blame them?” Barnett
said.

Serious
crimes
decline

By LanRy O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITER

Although crime ia down in Farm-
ington, Public Safety director Gory
Goss satill urges caution during the
holiday scason.

Serlous crime is down 13 percent
compared to the same ninc-month
period in 1992, according to a third

] FARMINGTON

quarter operations report released by
tho Farmington Public Safety De-
partment,

Misdemeanors are also down 7.3
percent in a city that historically has
boasted a low crime rate,

The most noticeable drop is in
thefts. ‘Through September 1992,
there were 290 incidents. For the
;::\a period this year, thero have

n

A largo part of that is a 50 percent
drop in shoplifting Incidenta, Howev-
¢r, the alight rise in thefts from vehi-
cles and of motor parts has officials
urging caution, especially during the
upcoming heliday period.

“There's a lot of crimes of opportu-
nity,” said Goss, “We're sceing people
who are leaving their personal betong-
ings in main view inside the car.
We're seelng windows smashed out.”

Purses and cellular phones, in par-
ticular, have been the main itema
taken. Thievea target vehicles parked
in shopping centers or driveways.

Goss recommends people lock per-
sonal belongings In the trunk or hide
them ander tho seat.

“Tho other thing that thoy can can
do i8 if you're in a parking lot and you
see people walking around and like
they don’t belong that are not going to
a patticular destination, for God's
sake give us a call,” Goss snid. “We
have people walking around in apart-
ment complexes or shopping centers
Jun'f Jooking for crimes of opportuni-
t;

Goss added such perpetrators can
smash n window and grab valuables
in o matter of secands.

Decreases in casca of criminal sex-
ual conduct, robbery, aggravated as-
soult and auto theft accounted for the
drop in serious crimes. There were no
murders,

There’s an increase {n burglary (45
cases reported through Scptember

d to 44 in 1992)

Helping h_ahds

and arson (three cases this year com-
pared to one last year).

‘The increase in breaking and enter-
ing includes a spree of 11 cases in the
Chatham Hills subdivision where a
person was entering homea and ateal.
ing purses. Police havo a suspect and
are sceking 8 warrant.

Reader Comment Line: 853-2042 | .

Volunteer initiative gives local agencies a boost

By BiLy, COUTANT
BTAF? WRITER

A volunteer inltiative in Farmington Hills, pro-
moted by Mayor Nancy Bates and former Gov.

George Romney, has given scveral agencies a bost.
Bates has made the needs of child

Romney's presentation Nov. 5, at which several
servico izations were d, has also
given & boost to volunteer recruitment efforts in

Farmington and Farmington Hills.
1 think that it helped,” said Phyllis Howard,
and fami- ive director of the Nelghborhood House. "We

lies a priority during her term as mayor. In addi-
tion to chairing a committee that has led to addi-
tion of a t isslon on children an
familics, a Family Night, celcbrated ut tho Mercy
Conter Nov. 12 and a Family Day in the Park, cclo-
brated as part of the city’s 20th anniversary in
July, have turned cut to be successful.

t

not only recruited four volunteers that night, we got
a lot of publicity and a response from people who
wanted to adopt a family for Christmas and donate

clothing.”

Nelghborhood House Is a ingh that
puts those in need in contact with those who can
help them.

R
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Todd Lipa, & and Special O
coach for Team Farmington, said Bates deserved
most of the credit for atepped up support for his

group. .

“I think the change is Mayor Bates,” he said.
*This 1s the kind of thing she is about.” '

Two volunteers had joined Team Farmington the
night Romney spoke and cne of his athlctes was
offered a job, Lipa sald, .

Some of the more than 20 other organizations
had a similar experience.
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