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'REAL ESTATE

LISTINGS

Listings foatures notes and news about subur-
ban real estate, To list an event, write: Listings,
Real Estate Editor, Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, 36251 Schoolcrart, Livonia 48150. Our fax
numberis 313-591-7279.

E'AT THE HELM

John A. Barry was named president and CEO
of Professional Asseciation
Services (PAS) Inc. by a
vote of the combined boards
of directors of the Birming-
ham-Bloomficld Board of
Realtors, the South Oak-
land County Board of Real-
tors and the newly formed
Détroit Area Commercinl
Board of Realtors.

He will preside over the
ndministrative services of
these three Michigan
haards of Realtors with a

bership base of 2,200 R

1

He wilt be re-
spansible for the staffing of PAS and negotiations
whh crch board for services to be provided.

Bnrry hotds several professional desfgnnllons.
ding certified He has
servmi as exccutive director of the Fort Myers As-
sociation of Realtors in Florida and executive di-
réctor of the Greater Utica Board of Realtors in
New York.

Barry will assume his new post Nov. 29,

B YOP PRODUCERS

~Douglas J. Stranahan, Century 21 Great
Lakes Inc. divisional president, honored the fol-
lowing as top-producing sales associntes in the
Century 21 Metro Brokers Council for September:
Sanford Norman, Century 21 Town & Country,
Biemingham; Patricia Bischof, Century 21 Town
& Country, and Paula Smith and Terl Weems,
Century 21 Advantage, Troy; John Marker, Cen-
tury 21 Elite, and Charlene Jennings, Century 21
Hartford North, Livenin; and Dean Castelli, Cen-
tury 21 Castelli, Garden CIl}L

M Ever been out driving
around, looking at houses for
sale, only to find an interesting
one and wishing you could hear
the specifics then and there, be-
fore pursuing it any further?
Now you can through a differ-
ent kind of marketing ap-
proach,

By Suk Buck
Stary Witk

Some houses are
pitching their own
features via a wall-
outlet transmitter
called a Talking
House.,

Tom Lipinski of
Chamberlain Realtors in West

Bloomficld has installed the 100-mil-
liwatt transmitters at area houses
that are for sale.

“Imagine being able to learn every-
thing you want to know about a house
that is for sale just by drivingup in
front of that house,” Lipinsaki said.
*A Lipinski Talking House lets you
to just that. It's an innovative mar-
keting strategy that is getting rave re-
views."

Shopping is ensy. Simply drive up
and tune your car radio to the station
indicated on the sign and listen toa
90-second recorded messoage.

Real estate agents have the option
of two styles of pitches, onc where the
house does the talking: “Hi, I'm a
somewhat larger house than I appear
from the atrect because I have 2,300
square feet of living aren. Every room
has heen completely updated. Some

of my special features include.. . . "
— or a style where the agent does a
straightforward sell.

Lipinski prefers the straightfor-
ward approach but admits that he
sometimes fecls like a radio announc.
er because he first writes a seript and
then records and times the message,
adding or subtracting words as need-

Talking House delivers sales pltch

DAN DEAN/STAFF PIIOTOCHAPHER

Listenup: Drive up to a Talking House-equ:pped home that's for sale — and hear all about it.

to work best for his messages, “I'm
still massaging this avenue,” Lipin-
ski said, "I can do more selling. I can
tatk ahout the beauty of a room, that
the house is great for kids and dis-
cusk the price, achoo) system, home
warranty, as many things an [ can,”

He also places a written informa-
tion sheet nearby,

Lipinski begon researching the
marketing strategy several months
ngo through trade journals.

Sign calla have doubled, Lipinski
snys, since using this innovative sell.
ing strategy. “Two recent sales can be
attributed to buyers who have ‘tuned
in". I probably would never have met

ed, .
Station 1610 on the AM dial seems

these peaple if it wosn't for my Talk-

ing House,”

Sometimes, three vars line up at a
time, waiting to hear the sales pitch,
he said,

The transmitter requires no FCC
operator license, and the message is
brondcast clearly.

This strategy isn't for every house,
Lipinaki said, but it can give an add-
ed hoost to houses that might be a
“difficult sell” because they might be
on a busy street, for example, and
some buyers automatically scratch
this kind of house off their list.

The Talking House method recent-
ly helped sell a Franklin house fitting
this description, Lipinski said,

—

Fatih ‘Tanrisever and wife Madelyn
Hebel are hoping their Talking House
will help them sell their $120,000
West Bloomfield house, which has
been on the market for more than
three months,

“I notice o number of cars slowing
down (to listen to the message),”
Tanrlecver said, “If it sells our house,
we will probably swear by it."”

Some may call it a gimmick. But

this method allows sellers to use
more than curb appeal, Tanrisever

aid.

“It's like being on the job 24 hours
a dny, seven days a week,” Lipinaki
aafd,
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