4B(F)

The Observer/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1893

Coach still optimistic despite losses

C. . RISAK
Fars e

Bill Sharpe insists the re-
sults of the first two weeks of
Madonna University’s men's
basketball season — seven
gomes, seven losses, the last
two by lopsided margins —
have not dimmed his outlook,

Disappointed? Certainly.

“We're not happy at all,” he
said after the Fighting Crusad-
ers absorbed a 52-point thrash-
ing at Wayne State Monday.
“And they're not happy. I'm
starting to adjust to the idea
that we're golng to have to take
more time with these kids than
1 thought.”

Sharpe's optimism going into
the season could be pereeived
os noble. Perhaps brash, But,
among those familiar with the
talent level in the NAIA, it
seemed highly unrealistic,

A teom consisting of 10 fresh-
men, two sophomores, two jun-
lors and a senior should not
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contemplate a champlonship
season. A team that loses one of
its few strong pivot players —
6-foot-7 Ken Taylor, from
Westland John Glenn, an aca-
demic casualty — should ex-
pect trouble,

At Wayne State Monday,
Madonna got just that. The
Tartars, one of the top teams in
the NCAA Division II, routed
the Crusaders behind a school-
record for polnts, 136-84,

Madonna’s trip to Ohio Do- |

minican Saturday was no bet-
ter: a 131-106 Inshlng.

“Our expectations were way
high,” Sharpe sald. “Probably
two hl;.ln 1 thought we'd be close
t0.500.”

Although the Crusaders had
stretches in both games during
which they played solkdly, there
were far too many in which they
were outperformed. They al-

lowed Wayne State to score the
gume’s first 10 points but
crawled back into it by the mid-
point of the first half.

With eight minutes lef, the
deficit was just 34-29, Then in
those final cight minutes, the
Tartars outscored Madonna 36-
5. Michae! Aaron's 23 points
and 12 from Livonia Churchill
grad Randy Calcaterra sparked
WSU's first-half surge, The
bulge grew to GO points midway
through the second ha!

Anron finished with 33
points, Calcaterra had 19. Mark
Herron netted 13, Derek Hardy
and Brian Koscielaki had 12
aplece. Bernle Burnett had 11,
and Scott Armstrong totaled 10,
WSU (now 3-0) outrebounded
Madonna 66-41.

he Crusaders got a strong
game from Shawn Branum, 31
points. Kurt Carlos acored 12,
But leading scorer Mike Slone
was 0-for-10 from the floor; the
team was & mere 30-0f-90 (33

Madonna women focus on long term

The record may not reflect it,
but Mudonna University's womn-
en's basketball coach Bill Potter
is ¢onvineed his team will be a re-
gional contender in the NAIA by
scason’s end.

The Lady Crusaders slipped to
1-4 with a two losses last weekend
at the Grand Rapids Press Tour-
nament, hosted by Aquinas Col-
lege. On Saturday, they lost to
Calvin College 66-64; on Friday, it
was Ookland University that up-
ended them, 70.58.

Agninst Calvin (ranked in the
NCAA Division III), Madonna
had twe chances to win or tie in
the final 30 seconds but couldn't
convert. Shawn Bannon missed a
three-pointer, and Jill Burt mis-
firedd on a two-pointer. Burt led
the Crusaders with 15 points;
Bannon had 14, five assists and
five steals, and Stephanie Crelley
scored 11,

Rebounding was the difference:
Calvin (2-3 overall) had a 5028
advantage. Pam Wubben had 16

There’s an appropriate title to
be put to Schoolcraft Coliege's
men's haskethall game Tuesday
against Sienn Heights' junior
varsity: Getting even.

As in avenging un curlier 24-
point loss to the Saints’ junior
varsity, suffered Nov, 17, The
Ocelots did that, posting a 69-64
win at SC,

But there's more: The victory
also evened the Occlots’ record
at 4-4. They have one nonconfer-
ence game remalning — Satur-
day at home against Kellogg CC
{3 p.m.) — before opening East-

S’craft cagers get revenge

ern Conference action Wednes-
day against St. Clair CC (7:30
pam. nt SC).

The win over Siena Heights
canie from a two-man offensive
attack. Sophomore Steve
Whitlow got into foul trouble
carly and played just 2% min-
utes in the first half, He finished
with six points.

But Todd MeNell and Abu
Hamilton picked up the slack.
McNeil did the domage in the
fiest half, acoring 13 points to
lead SC to a 36.35 advantage ot
the break; he finished with 16,

points and cight rebounds, and
Judy Hollander added 15 points
and 10 boards for the Sninta,

In the loss to OU — one of the
favorites to win the Great Lakes
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer.
ence — Madonna got off to an 11.
3 start but fell behind 31-23 by
halftime. The Cruseders were
never closer than five after that.
Bannon’s 23 points paced Ma-
donna. Meegan Marlatt had 16,
For QU, Dorecn Belkowski scored
15, Kim Bailey 14 and Kelli
Krajniak 10.

OCC tumbles

The Oakland Community Col-
lege men's basketball team is off
to a racky start,

A 26-point effort from Norris
Burgess paced Lansing Commu-
nity College to a 112.96 victory
over the Raiders Saturday night.

The loss dropped OCC to 2.4,
Lansing is 3-1.

Harold Golson scored 26
paints, and Craig Martin 22 for
OCC. Mark Gelbraith puiled
down a game-high 11 rebounds,

The Raiders will play in a four-
team tournament Friday and Sat-
urday at Macomb Community

College.

percent), “For us to ever win, we
have to improve our shooting,”
snid Sharpe, “We can get away
with this offense If they're
shooting well."

The Crusaders haven't been,
not agatnst WSU nor against
OChio Dominican. They trailed
66.51 at the helf against Do-
minican; for the game, Madon-
na made less than 44 percent of
its floor shots (Dominican hit
nearly 60 percent),

Donnell Foster's 23 points
paced the Crusaders agalnst
Dominican, Brandon Slone
scored 21, and Mike Slone add-
ed 14, Dominican got 29 from
Jeery Lanier, 27 from Mike
Bell, 17 from Brad Wolford, 16
from Brad Marzetz and 13 from
Steve Antritt.

Once again, Madonna was
outrebounded — this time by a
53.36 margin.

Such figures do not build
confidence. But Sharpe belleves
his team could turn it around,

SPORTS SHORTS

1toms for the Sports Roundup
should be submitted by 5 p.m.
Tuesday (for Thursday issue) and
5p. )m Friday (for the Monday Is-
sue}.

# QIRLS HOOP TRYOUTS

The Oakland County Flyers
will have tryouts for their AAU
girls basketball teams according
to the following dates and times.

Saturdny, Dee. 11, at Warner
Middle Sehool (14 Mile Rond in
Farmington Hills): 16-year-olds,
9.11 a.m.; 16-18,11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sunday, Dee. 12, at Warner
Mlddle School: 11-and-under and
12.13,9-11 a.m.; 14-year-olds, 11
am. tol p.mn,

Saturday, Dec. 18, at East Mid.
dle Schoo! (Middlebelt Road be.
tween 10 and 11 Mile): 11-and.
under and 12-13, 9-11 am,; 14
year-olds, 11 a.m, to 1 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 19, at East Mid-
dle School; 16-year-olds, 9-11
am,; 16-18, 11 am. to 1 p.m.

For information call Bob La-
Cosse at 4711177,

8 Tryouts for the Weat Metro
Cougars AAU girls basketball
team are scheduled for Friday,
Dec. 3, at the Northville Recre-
ation Center, 303 W. Main St. as
:30 p.m, for 11- and 12-
:30.9 p.m. for 13- and
14-year-olds. For more informa-
tion call 349-0369 or 2742163,

B SOCCERDOME HEWS

The Canton Soccerdome 1a ac-

cepting a limited number of
teams for its sccond acasion,
which begine Jan. 8. Teams will
play an eight-game schedule, The
team fee is $695. Call 483.5600,
Ext. 102 for information,
B Canton Soccerdome {8 nceept-
ing tcams for its Shootout Holi-
day Tournament on Sunday end
Monday, Dec, 26 and 27,

Players of all ages are welcome
on a first-come, fizst-gerve basis,
Teams are guaranteed three
games, Five-on-five and three-on.
three teama are welcome. The fees
are $200 and 8100, respectively,
Chll 483-5600, Ext. 102 to enter.
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ON SNAPPER SNOWTHROWERS

Model 14220 « 4 HP » Clears 22° Path » 2-Stage

172 Off Tire Chains or Starter Kits

Model LE 371R Light N Easy ¢ 3 HP « Clears 17° Path

« BARSTOOLS  SKIBALL » CUES « ELECTRONIC DARTS * FOOSBALL « AIR HOCKEY * CLOCHS
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OAKLAND HILLS

You are invited to shop

at the '96 U.S. Open Golf House

exclusively at

Qakland Hills Country Club
Tﬂmu Decemker 3@

Official '96 U.S. Open Crested Merchandise

Ashworth « Gear * Cross Creek * Slazenger
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