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STREET SOUNDS

So This Is East Lansing
— various artists

“So This Is East Lansing”
shows that there's viable talent
up there besides the standard
college rock bar fare. Names often
assoclated with East Lansing
music scene — major label candi.
dates the V‘e;ve'Plpe. tgw Hanni.

bals, G: 1 an musi-
ctan Wally Pleasant — contributed tracks to the
14-song CD.

Putting those four aside, there's other up and
coming acts that go fargely {gnored who are fea-
tured on the disc, Groovemeisters Heckyl & Jive
and Cuttin' Heads bring their funky sound to the
releage along with the rock of Gone Dag, dt's, the
Oxymorons, Bad Oskar, Ymi and Flushbutton,
The Huntunes® acoustic "Get Me Out of New
York" will have your head bobbing within the first
few notes.

“So This Is East Lansing” was produced by
Keri Velmassel and Wendy Aaron, both former
DJs at WDBM, Michigan State University's radio
station, who thought that the aren’s music went
unappreciated,

TheCDis
Records, Maximum Headroom, In Flight, Capital
"Times, Harvest Productions and Music Manor,
It's available ot Off the Record, Repeat the Beat
and Play It Again, all located in Royal Qak, and

rbor's Wh Records, Schoolkid,
Records and Discount Records.
— Chrigtina Fuoco
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Acoustic Highway
— Craig Chaquico

Life after glory can be tough in
d the derkness for many perform-
il era, hut Jefferson Starship’s for-
f mer lead guitarist Craig Chaqui-
) co proves that he poasibly wasted
M his time in the spotlight. With
SYZHM his first solo instrumental debut
coustic Highway,"” Chaquico shows he is mare
musically diverse than ene might have guessed.
Releascd on the Higher Octave Music inbel,
which is known for ita ind dently distrit

W With its debut release “Psy-
chic Gyration” Groove Spoon
hopes to make a few waves of
its own. The nine-member
band boasts two horn players,
a percussionist and two
female back-up singers mak-
ing them one of the area’s big-
gest draws.

By CuntsTINA Fuoco
Srar WriTeR

i Those plann}:
to go to Groove
Spoon’s show at
Lili’s on Friday
should dress light,
‘The pride of East
Lansing is known
for its hot shows — literally.

“We play better when it's ex.
tremely hot — temperature wise —
and it’s all sweaty,” said singer
Riley Padgitt. “At the Small Planet
(in East Lansing) I sncak over to
thcﬂlhermunnl and turn it up to 72,
7.

Things have heated up for Groove
Spoon now that they've released
their debut CD “Psychic Gyration.”
For example, as o testament to their
funk roots, Graove Spoon is tenta-
tively slated to apen for former Par.
linment-Funkadelic bassist and
songwriter Bootsy Collins next
month in Chicago, They were also
nominated for numerous Detroit
Music Awards this year and fen.
tured on the independent compila-
tion “So This Is East Lansing!"”

The release of *Psychic Gyration™
was held up for months as the band
negotiated with a well-known funk
record label, On the advice of their
lawyers, the frustrated Groove
Spoon decided to release the 22-
sang CD on its own,

“We hired lawyers, these big en-
tertainment lawyers, and . . . there
were four major preblems (with the
contract); (The record company)

1 d us on a few things,” said

New Age material, “Acountic Highway,” with jts
free-apirited, orchestrated acoustic guitar-based
material is much more mature than its style’s
stigma,

The nine-track release with its mix of eleetric
guitar, bass and keyboards, swings from remantic
melodiea to casy flowing pieces.

Even with a solld sound, Chaquico i able to
poke fun at his musical counterparts by construct.
ing introductions resembling other's wark such as
“In Your Eyes,” from Peter Gabriel, “Stairway to
Heaven,"” by Led Zeppelin, and Peter, Paul and
Mary's “Leaving on a Jet Plane,” while creatively
pulling the song’s energy into an entirely new
structure,

“Acoustic Highway" maybe composed by a fa-
mous rock star and |8 produced by a label which
apecializes in New Age works, but this release
strives a clearer plateau then it maybe allowed.

— Kyle Green

“Pop Smear”
— The Verve Pipe

“Pop Smear," the Verve Pipe's
second album, begine with a
chaotic clashing of cymbals, gui-
tars, drums and violins but
swoops into the year's best re-

% lease by an unsigned Michigan
band,

The 12-s0ng album concentrates on the band’s
acoustic side but is not without rock. The hook-
laden “Wanna Be” questions rock stars’ inten-
tiona (“Tell us of your abuse, we stand so amused
and what you said about the audience, simple lyr.
ics will do "cause they don't have a clue."),

‘The rappy “Senator Speak" lashes out at politi-
cinns’ double speak by blending an endless stream
of tongue-in-check lyrics with their trademark
harmonies (“Row, row, raw your boat is sinking,
the cold war of the world beat around the Bush
campaign in the ask yourself absorbing (junior)
the economy.”)

* Listeningto “Pop Smear” in pieces will make it
acem almost unfocused, The first song, “Pretty
For You,” begins with the aforementioned
clammering, blends in acoustic rock and ends with
nn almost Joungy jazz fade, It continues by jump-
ing from ballads to rock songs.

‘The lullaby-like “Sleepy Town" is an interest-
ing diveraion on the record. If there are any leaks
on this pipe, It’s the horn lines throughout the
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LOOKING AHEAD

What ta walch for in Street Scene next week:

M Christina Fuoco's report on throe local bands —
Red C, Verve Pipe and Something Wild — who
recently won big,

8 John Monaghan’a look at the latest in alterna-
tive moviea.

bassist/guitarist Erle Signs.

“In a one-hour meeting, he
crushed all our little dreams,”
Padgitt added.

Not all of them, however. The
band is actively promoting the CD
by assigning a different job to ench
member. Some club owners say the
band doesn't need to do that much
work,

Part of the attraction is the
band’s nine-member roster includ-
ing two female singers {one singer is
Cathy McDermott of Troy), two
horn players and an additionnl per.
cussionist, They’re an eyeful to
watch on stage with McDermott and
Delaney Hogan swaying back and

forth and brightly clad harn players
Norm Vanaman and Chuck Rourke
running around with Signs fpllowing
them.

Guitarist Mike Pale runs circles
around his bandmates while Mark
Jdagmin and Allen Quail bang on the

Fans: Groove is in the Spoon

hecome almost as well known for its
clothes as it is for ita music, Groove
Speon’s closet is filled with '70s-
type garb such as pants modeled af.
ter the American flag, fur vests and
yellow suits. Within the last year,
they've hired their own clothing de-
signer, Al ia Sandow.

B STREET BEATS

Qumetimes doekdi

the evening's

skins. Padgitt taps his foot, some-
times straps on a bass, and sings —
emanating a quict kind of cool.

Groove Spoon’s groovy sound —
and ook — is nddictive, accom-
plishing Signs’ original vigion.

“The bands I was seeing at the
time, like Joe Cocker, had horn sec-
tions, girl hack-up singers. 1
thought, ‘Why'can’t we do that? We
did it and i) these bands started
adding horn sections,” Signs snid
madestly,

The and completes its whole
“experience” by arriving for shows
in a yelow school hus designed like
a tour bus inside. Wooden bunka
separated by eurtains and
cushioned benches Jine the inside of
the bus, They'll zoon debut thelr
new bus — o purple one with
Groove Spoon painted on the siide of
it,

.Since its inception, the band has

wardrobe tuens into an inter-band
battle.

“‘We sometimes compete to see
who can look the wackiest,” Padgitt
snid.

Some would argue that it’s Groove
Spoon’s fang who are the wackiest,
‘They show up at gigs, waving white
plastic spoons at Padgitt as a sign of
their loyalty.

“It's definitely cool. In every
town, there’s a handful of people
like that,” Padgite said,

Signs added that he's surprised ut
how successful hia bond has been,

“We've got this little small thing
starting to evolve; I'm surprised
wa're going over,” he said, “A few
years ago in Michigan alone, an
original band wouldn't go over, The
original music scene is really picked
up and people are giving us a favar-
able response. 17 you're a cover
hand, the respect is less than if

Groovin':
Groovespoon
members —
Delaney Ho-
gan, Chuch
Rourke, Al-
len Quail,
Norm Vana-
man, Cathy
MeDermott,
Mark Jag-
min, Eric
Signs, Mike
Pale and
Riley Padgitt
— are cele-
brating the
release of
their debut
CD, “Psychic
Gyration.”

you're an original hand."”

Groove Spoon learned first hand
of its popularity when it shaved ita
name down to Spoon earlier this
year. Six months later they were
forced Lo change it back "because of
the hostility from our following,"
Padgitt said,

The band switched its name be-
cause of the number of bands adopt-
ing the “groovy” fratme of mind.

*One of our reasons is that there
were 80 many bands with the name
Groove.”

Iranienlly, another of the rensons
why they switched buck to Groove
Spoon was beeause there was a band
named Spoon in Californin.

Groove Spoon performs at Lili's
21, 2930 Jacob (at Jos. Cumpuu),
Hamtramck on Friday, Dec. 10. Call
875-6555 for information. The group
will also play Friday, Dec. 31, at the
Majestic, 4140 Wovdward, Detroit,
with Cuttin’ Heads and Hot Footin®
Puddin’ Pie, For information, call
833-9700. “Psychic Gyration™ iy
available at Fiipside Records in
Clawson, Repeat The Beat, Off the
Record and Play It Again Records in
Ro'ynl Oak and Sam's Jams in Fern-

ale.

Steve Nardella: Still singing

An original:
Steve Nar-
della was
originally
signed by
Blind Pig
Records,
then of Ann
Arbor, in
1977,

BY MARR GALLO
SPECIAL WAITER

When Steve Nardella and  the
Silvertones were signed hy Blind Pig
Records, then of Ann Arber, in 1977,
the phrase “roots rock” had yet to be
coincd. With the releage of his brand
apakin' new “Daddy Rollin' Stone,”
and guitarist George Bedard’s “Up-
side!” both on Ann Arhor's School-
kitls label, the former co-leaders of
that docally legendary band have
come full circle. For Nardella, the
player pegged most likely to succeed
these past two decades, it signals a
sometimes old story that atill rings
true.

“I'm trying to get by, he said ro.
cently by phone from his Ypsilanti
home, “I hang in there. I keep doing
L

Sometimes you can just feel the
righ in a person’s voice, feel the wear-
iness. Certainly, Steve Nardella has
the sort of mustcal track record that
any sano musicion would be proud of.

the blues

1t' just that he knuws how good he s,
and you know that he feels lie's atill
working his tail off for far tou little
recognition, even locally. He's just off
his first foreign tour, opening
throughaut Scandanavin for Eddle
Burns, and there’s the superb new
disc (his first since 19798 “IUs A

Rock & Roll,” also on Blind Pig, the .

label that grew out of the popular
Ann Arhor pub) to congider, The la-
el has since moved to San Francisco
and became one of the mosat respected
in the blues world. Steve Nardella
cleatly should have made the tranai-
tion to the big leagues nlong wilh
them. He's heen doing this roots
thing, after all, before just nbout any-
one out there and better than most.

A triple threat voealist/guitariat/

‘ harmonica player, he’s gotten even

more impressive since 1978, Back
then, it was his considerable harmon-
icn skilla (check out hiz “Detroit
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Monday, Dec. 6

THE JARIBU SHANID QUARTET
Alvin's, 5758 Cass, Dotroit.
832.2355 o)

Tuesday, Dec. 7.

CURYVE

mlnh ES;‘E“ of Aggression at St. Andrew's
Congress, Detrot. (swirly altemativo rock
S6I-MELT (swhy tho rock)

VERTIGO
Blind Pig, 206-208 S. First St., Ann Arbor,
{altemative rock)

996.8555

B o

in‘s, Cass, Datrolt,

by . (blues)
WATERSON'S “'DRYING THE COLD -
b 2 OLD AWAY
The Ak, 837% S. Maln St., Ann Asbor,

IN CONCERT

$8ias1

Wednesday. Dec. 8
ALEJANDRO ESCOVEDD
The Ark, 637% S. Maln St., Ana Arbor,
{acousiic
761-1451
Wih Fug isand
ith 2ug Ishas artet and Demotit
Qui z

lon
s t Blind PIg, 206-208 S, First St.,
Ann Arbor, (aliemative rock)
596-8555

Thursday, Dec. 9

CAILUMBLISS
3.D, 1815 N. Main St., Royat Oak. {gathic

alternateva fock)
5893344

T0DD RUNDOREN

State Theatro, 2115 Woodward, Detroit,
(interactive rock)

961.5451

| MOTHER EARTH
St, Andrew's Holl, 431 E. Congress, Detrolt,
Cancelied
961-MELT
DON'T LOOX NOW JUQ BAND
ith Mourice’s Puppet Show at Atvin's,
5756 Cass, Dotroi. (fof}
832.2355

SECOND OPINION
Ark, 637V S, Main SL, Ann Arbor.

{ocoustk)

761.1451

ALEJANDRO ESCOVEDD

:‘mn Msutlymo (?l Gnfr's Gd, 49 N, Sa.
inaw St., . (Texas ncoustic rock

334.9282 !

BLACK MALY

With Milk and Cheese ot Blind Pig, 206.208
S. First St., Ann Arbor, (attemative rock)
996-8555

SPIRAL DANCE

CD release porty for "Carkness, Light and
Evenshing™ “at Industry, 15.S. Saginaw,
Pontiac. {altemative rock)

334.1999

Friday, Dec. 10

BOYS OF THE L

The Ark,

OUAH
637%: S, Maln St., Ann Arbor.
(pcoustic)
61-1451
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