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Group campaigns to put
cork on drunken driving

By BILL COUTANT
STAR? WAITER

A campaign to alert the public
to the dangers of drinking end-
driving during the holidays is em.
phasizing cooperation and per-
sonn! responstbility instead of the
consequences and coats of such
hehavior.

Michigan State Police Director
Col, Michnel Robinson called the
“Safe Holiday Campalgn™ a first
In that it has strong support from
police, the Michigan Liquor Con.
trol Commission, the Michigan
Beer and Wine Wholesalers, the
Michigan Llce!nscd B::\vcmgo As-

But restaurant owner Don
Payne, whose establishment does
nat serve alcohol, said he suspect-
cd that holiday revelers were be-
coming more aware of the stick,
not the carrot.

Although motorists would be
safer driving the speed limit, it is
often the knowledge that a ticket
oand higher Insurance costs are
looming in the form of a pollce
crulwer that deters speeding,
Payne said.

“We don’t want to get Into fi.
nancial liability,” he said, refer
ring to the legal problems of indi.
viduals who drink and drive and

the that serve

wociation, M:
of Public Health and the Michi-
gun Reataurant Association,
Roblnson, along with repre-
sentatives from the first-ever pubi-
lie/private coalition, drank non-
nleoholic mimesas (orange juice
ant non-nlecholic champagne) as
they testified for responsible be-
havior over the holidays, at the
Fomily Buggy restaurant on Ore-
hord Lake near 13 Mile in Farm-
ington Hills Thursday.

them,

Although tougher drunken
driving laws have had some effect
and tke state is slightly below the
netional average for drunken driv-
ing arrests, more than 17,000 traf.
fic deaths a year are directly relat.
ed to drunken driving, Rot

traffic accidents,” Robinaon said,

Although Michigan saw an 11.8
percent decrease in traffic deaths
from 1991 to 1992, the stale hes a
lang way to go, he said.

Mike Lashbrook, president of
the Michigan Beer and Wine
Wholesalers, said with about 100
wholcealers statewide, the organi.
zation is a “natural” in influcnc.
ing retallers to make the public
aware of the dangers of drunken
driving,

A holiday party planner, which
includes non-alcohol delnk re-
cipes, and posters are among the
items wholesalers will distsibute
to retailers, he said.

Maxine Perry, Liquor Control
Commission chairwoman, said
through education, the commis-
ston is part of a “growing effort in
:,l!le‘i'ndustry to be more responsi-

e,

Robi hasized that the

said,

“With all of the violent crime,
guns and drugs, we lose three
times as many people because of

public pays for drunken driving
through court costs, higher health
and life insurance rates, and law
enforcement costs.

Up

Missing man suspect in theft

13y BILL CASPER
BTaFF WHITER

A 41-year-old Redford Township man, who van.
ishcd the day after Thanksgiving, is a suspect in the
repurted theft of $18,500 werth of jewelry from a
Farmington house.

Michael Wiggine, deputy director of Farmington's
public safety department, said Friday that the
homeowner reported the jewels missing to Farming-
ton police Thursday night.

Wiggins confirmed Friday that Kenneth E. Qver.
man of Redford is o suspect in the theft because of
the upportunity presented him while he was working
at the Farmi house replacing winds

No charges have been filed against Overman.

“Qlviously we have not been able to talk to him
uhurt the theft bLecause he is missing, Wiggins
LI

Overman’s wife, Glorin, said she is suro her hua.
Iand was not involved in the theft, She said he {a too
smart to set himself up like that,

“1 know him to be a man of Integrity, and ke
would not steal anything from anybody,” she said.

She nilded that her husband’s boss said the home-
owner who reported the theft still owes the company
$2,000 for the window job.

‘e Farmi home
Constructlon and Awning, one of Overman's em-
players, to replace windows, according to a police
report, Overman began the work Nov. 16, The report
saill the homeowner left a house key with Overman,
who completed the work Nov. 17. Two days later, the
resident discovered his 18-karat gold Snm Cartier
wristwatch and a man’s 18-kerat gold Italian brace.
Tet missing from the house, nccording to the police
repuort.

The homeowner valued the watch at about
$15,000 and the bracelet at about $3,500.

The homeowner reported that Overman was the
anly person in the house since he lost saw the jewel-

4 Mid

o -

“I'he awner of Midwest told Farmington police that
Overman I8 a reputable person and didn’t think he
would have any involvement in the theft, according
to the police report.

Gloria Overman, maintaining her husband’s inno-
cence, foned why the h waited 80
long to report the theft to police.

Kenneth Overmon disappeared sometime the day
after Thanksgiving and was reported missing the
(ollowing day by his wife, according to Redford po-
lice.

As of Friday afternoon, police had no leads on
Overman's wherenbouts, Redford police detective
Lt. James Myers said. He said he had no knowledge
of the Farmington theft and was not aware that
Overman is & suspect.

Overman's pickup truck was found abandoned at
about 4:30 p.m. last Monday at Meldrum and E.
Jefferson, near Belle Isle in Detroit, but there was no
trace of him.

Glorla Qverman, 36, said she and her husband of
nine years spent an enjoyable Thanksgiving togeth-
er, but the doy after was the last time she saw her
husband. The couple have three young children.

Gloria Overman said she has no idea what her
husband would have been doing in the area where
his truck was found and she fears the worst,

“I'm not optimistic. I miss him, the kids miss
him, and I want him back. If someone has seen him,
T'm asking them through the goodness of their heart
to ¢nll pelice,” Gloria Overman said.

Gloria Overman soid she knows of no reason why
her husband would leave her and the three children:
a 2%.year-old girl and two bioys, one 7 and the other
who will turn 7 this week. She doesn't suspect foul
play in her husband's disappearance.

“None of the picces fit, it's just a mystery. We
weren't fighting or arguing. We were getting along
quite well. We had a very good Thanksgiving and we
were excited about the coming holiday.

“If he is still alive and something has
overwhelmed him, we can work it out. We've gone
through too much and we've always been able to
work things out.

“We have struggled like a lot of familics today and
we were behind in a few bills, but nothing serious,”
Qverman said, “We both have full-time jobs and we
are catching up, but we are living from paycheck to
paycheck,

“He always told me he'd never leave me and 1 '

believe in my heart he'd never leave, because he
loved our kids, He was not depressed about anything
that I'm aware of and he's not suicidal. He didn't
drink, except for an occasional beer at home with
friends, and he wasn't into drugs.”
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PREVIEW

LIHLI
SPRING 1994 COLLECTION
WILL BE PRESENTED
MONDAY THROUGH WEDNESDAY.
DECEMBER 6TH 10 8TH
WITH INFORMAL MODELING
FROM 11 TO 4 EACH DAY
SPECIAL ORDERS WILL BE TAKEN.
TO RESERVE AN APOINTMENT,
CALL 642.9000 EXT, 383
DESIGNER SALON

SECOND LEVEL

Somaorsat Collection, Big Beaver al Coclidge, Tray. 643-9000.
Opon Monday through Saturday 10 to 8, Sunday 1010 7,
Fairlane Town Contor, Dearborn. 448-3070. Open Monday through

Saturday 10to 9, Sundny}i o7
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ﬂy First Class RoundtripTo Europé
Transatlantic Flights.

Fly Business Class RoundtripTo
Europe OrIndia And Receive ALree

For FutureTransatlantic Flights.

Fly Economy Class RoundtripTo Europe
OrIndia And Receive AFree Upgrade
To Business Class, Plus1 Eree Upgrade- For
AFutureTransatlantic Flight.

Now, Detroit’s only nonstop to London continues to Frankfurt.
And from there, offers connections to 10 more cities across Europe and
India— including Athens, Delhi and Vienna.

There's more. Because as a member of Delta’s Frequent Flyer
program, when you purchase and fly roundtrip on a full-fare Business or
full-fare unrestricted Economy Class ticket on flights 24/23 to London,
Frankfurt or beyond, now through December 31, 1993, we'll upgrade you
one class free. Plus, with the purchase of qualifying fares, you'll receive one,
two or three free upgrade certificates** for future transatlantic travel.

For Delta Frequent Flyer enrollment information or reservations,
see your Travel Agent or cali Delta at 1-800-241-4141,
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