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Last minute gifts
Momma’s recipes

Taste Bups

Janes Gang shares
happy holiday recipe

would belyingifIdidn'tadmittheholidaysare

my favoritetimeofthoyear. Youwouldn't e

lieve meifItold youmyshopping wasdone,
everything was wrapped, and Ispent theevening
makingcookies while Bing Crosby crooned “White
Christmaa”onthesterco.

ButI'mmakinga promisetomysell,and tothe
Janes Gang, thatthis weekisgoingtobedifferent.
Forthefirsttimeever, theholidaysaregoingtobe
fun.'mgoing totake the*X” out of Xmas, Hereare
theingredients for our happy holiday recipe.

Tonight, theJanes Gang will climbintothe mini
vanand driveto Wyandotte,

1vin this eol

fherskillaand
knowledge. Tonight will be nodifferent nsthegang
will gather withmomma around the diningroom
table, and we'll roll up our slcoves and make
stuffed dates, fudge and her signature holiday pas-
trycalledkiflis.

This will be a new experience for thekids,and
formomma,;butmaybeit willfindaplaceinthe
back oftheirhearts tobe treasurad for yearsto
come. Forthorecord, youdon't needamemmatodo
this, justxomeonnwho would usually spend the
eveningina rockingchairdraped withanafghan.
‘Tharecipecan be as simple as Rico Knapy'l‘rcm.s
orascomplicated asbaklava,

- Tuesday will bondnyafchmce.ﬁv:axtwthe
nursinghome, an hourortwopackingboxesfor the
needyor someth(ngna simpleasbringingencofthe
Salvation Armybell ringersa cupofhotchocolate,

We hnvn two favunm charitiesinourhouse, one

h by thekids.
Thls:s thetime of year weallneed toahnw alittle
penccon earth nnd goodwilltoall, Ontheway
home wc'll drop: on‘ al box. ol'old towelsatthe
gheltersoafew mighthave
awarmplacetolayonChristmosnight, |

?(nkinguoodlcu

ion mymomma fr
koad

Thankyougifts

Wednesdny nightwill bespent packing gilt box-
esforthose weappreciate, but seldom thank for
theirservices throughouttheyear. Imight curse
whenmy paperislate, butIsilently give thanks
whenit'abetweenthedooronablustery, rainy day,
Fruiteakesare passeand how many young newpa-
por) pcoplc do, youl knnwwhnwo uldapprecintea
fruitcake? S de and frosted with
acheckorgiftcertificate isbetter.

Thursday will bespent with best frienda,
Friends whogatherwithustodincandsharea
glassofwine, We will laugh as we recall our culi-
nnryblnndcraol‘ lheycnrnndlhen givethanksas
wesitdowntoab lnble,’l"‘ fy P
willfirstp dtobeserverstothe,
cateringtotheireverydining whimand fancy. We
willlight candles, use thebetter dishes and pour
sparkli juicein d glasses, some-
thingthekids seld om get tonppreciate.

Wewill partyhearty but with care, remember-
ingthered ribbons that fly fromourcarantenna.

lI;‘ru!aywnlltmxap«:nr.lmldx\geco)ﬁcsfarSmll-u(l
sti
timehonored traditionofclimbing upontheroofol
thehousetoleavenbunchofearrotsfor therein.
deer. A potofsteamingsoup and nloafof freshly
hnkcdbmnd willbeourdinneraswegatheraround
th d our holiday wi: toUncle
Hankin Phocn[x.l\untMnrthnln Florida, Cousin
BarbinIdahoandtheotherleavesonthebranches
oftheold family tree.

At dusk wewilllight luminaria and will pickup
AuntTerrytospend the weekend with us, Wewill
pop corn, stringcranberries for the birds, make
those last minutetripstothe24 hour 7-11for the
thinga weforgotallthewhile prayingthat thekida
will hrnqunckly,sr]u;‘bed and spend hnlfthe night

re.

mote control racacars. . Lo .
theJ: G 1

Through the, accom
phshcd nllol‘dwnbnvcmcnt(nned gou!s butnever
wever ablotobe dinjustone

week, Everyoneneedsagoal and thisyearour
goalshavebeen outlined and a copy of thisarticle
will be posted onthe refrigerator door,

Will weaccomplishit? With thehelpofan occa-
sional homedelivered pizza, I think that thisyear
juatmightbatheyear,

FromthoJaneaGang housel.oyourhouue, we
wishyou pence, fholi-
doys,

SeeLarryJanes'family-tested recipes inside. To
Icaucn mcungclnrch ofLarry,dial 953 2047on a
then mailb 886.

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for In Taste next week:
W Festive holiday brunch idoas,
M Clam Chowder Recipe Make over.

1.

Be prepared. When somé¢one
dropsby unexpectedly witha
gift, surprise them with some-
thing from yourgourmetpantry.
It'snottoolate tomake somelast
minute goodies, quick,

By JOAN BoRam
SPECIALWRITER
— You can be jolly ifyou want
¢ to,butin reality thisisthesca-
son forlists - lists of peoplc to
gend grecting cards to; lists of
people tobuy gifts for, and “to
do” lists of things that don't go
ontheothertwolists,

Weknow aswestartthatsomebody willturn
upwhoisn't on ourlists,

It's not sobad withcards - you canalways
hidebehind a New Year'scard - but what tode
whan Cousin Irene from St. Louls turna up? Or
the neighbor down the street, whoyoudon't re-
ally know that well, comes by with a plate of
cookies?

Well, as they say in the Const Guard,
“Semper paratus” - Always prepared. Take ad-
vantage of the haleyon days before the holidays
towhip upa fewapecinlties and storethemin
thefreezer. When Cousin Irene shows up, just
hand her somethingout of your cache, trimmed
with a festive bow or ornament, and congratu-
lateyourself forbeing soclever.

Caroline Gall's emergency gifts include
cranberry-winejelly. “IU's easy to make, and
everybody loves it, especially for Christmas
breakfast,” said the Plymouth resident, “It’s
pretty and tasty and theingredientsarenlwoys
availablein the supermarket, so 1 can mokeit
before the holiday senson and keepitinthe
fridge. Youdon't have to worry nbout storing it
afterit'sopen - it's gone almost as soon as you
openthejar.”

Gallalso mnkes chili sauce and salsain the

Quick gitt: Cranberry-Apple Snack Mix makes a trim sneck for last-
minute holiday gifis for friends, neighbors and the people who serve you
throughout the year. This snack mix is a sweet and erunchy blend of holi-
day flavors and is easy to make at home in your microwave oven.

gourmet menu and specify the date you'll ci)nk,
orgive the recipent the option of n special date.

maladeinafew minutes, literally,”snid Bailey.
lkcepnncycout.farm{creuml.smnll contain-

Quaer putted P

Ortakenmatchbook fromn favorite
and attacha dinnerinvitation toit-besure it's
notinNew Yorkor Paria,

Select a special bottle of wine, and presentit
with a written toast for o happy holiday.
Consulta book of poctry for aspecinl sentiment
orsimplewrite the words for “toast™ in several
Innguages - sante’ (French); salud (Spanish);
snlute (Itnlian); gesundheit (German); and
xknnl(Scnndinnvinn).

Don't forget those fow intrepid souls who
watch thelrmluncsnvundunngthis sulfomdul-

pcnnn.e -itcould be a mug, orajorthat came
with another product. One of my favoritesisa
graceful roundjarthatorange honey comesin.

“The kiwi-lime marmalade is different,
something you'd never findin a store, and the
dried cherry chutney is a good substitute for .
cranberry snuce. IU's especially appropriate N
this year, becuuse ofthe shortage of fresh erane :
berries for Christmasdinner.

Sometimes, I make pound cake batter,
freezeit,and popitintheoventheday Ineedit,
Awarm

the year. Nothing fancy or ex-

muchmore festivethanan

gentgenson. They would

crunchynnnckmtxlhntyoucnn whlpup inyour

innotime.R
1

1d col

time, when fresh t are availe

coated ch , they nren’tex-

able, and freezes them for her family and for

fta,
1fyou're o good cook, or nt least better than
some of your friends, consider writingupa

S

actly health food.
Janet Bailey of Farmington Hills, relieson
her trusty microwave to supply her with last

ice-cold cake from the freezer!”

The book, “Microwave and More,” by the
California Culinary Academy (Ortho Press),
givesthese directions for freezing and baking
batter:

minute gifts, “It's ensy to make n gourmet mar- )

See GIFTS, 2B

California brandies gain international status:

Focus oN WINE Catarnia,

only Alambic
Inc.(more
cammonly
knownas
Germain-
Robin),
Carneros
Alambicand
Jepsonmnke
smnllquanti-
tiesofhand-

 Eieanor & Rav He

wineofseveralgrape varictics, such ns French
colombard, pinet noir, gamay beaujolais, fulle
blanche, cheninblanc, museatcanelli and palomi-
no, InCognac, theugniblancgrapeisuscd.
“MypnrtncrHubertGermnin-Rublnbmughtnn
anti illtomy M, ino County
ranch,” explaine AnsleydJ. Conledr., presidentof
AlambicInc.“Enchyear he hand.distills 80 barrels
ofncognac-stylebrandybearing hisname.
Germmn-Rnhm whose anﬂ,vhnapmduced.lulnu
R ince 1782, usea ditional mcthods
whichhavel dinFrane
numlcnl"l‘huruuhisav.rueconnnisneursbrnndy.
fromthebest small houses.

crafted, doubly-distilled b diesinthe
tradition ofcognac, Wh ilathesethree premiun pot-
d i 'c il n

distill

"Hubl.rtmnkcsuvnrydmpthewnyndlnhllunn
Cogrmcwnuldhn\cmndehu'l’nrndlue in1890. By
lyinCalifornia, weh: gnificant

ndvnnu\gea {over Cognac): norain(atharvest),so

league with the “big four™
Ceurvmamr. Hennessy, Mnrtcn and Remy Mnr!m.
theyl dtheircrafttoan il our

1 status, A hav
learned about the artinan Californin pot.t dlnullcd
brandy producers principalty by word of mouth, but
theword isoutand spreading fast,
Brandyisagenericterm ﬁwrnwuod-ngcdnpml
obtained from the distillation of wineora fermented
fruit mash. Annlcoholicbeverage answering this
description maybe produc&d innny partofthe
world, Californin g been produced

havenorot; earlyharvestinasunnyelic
mnu:. whn:!l mennnmwd flavorand )l!ghnmdlly.

ional varietals, which
smodern Californin wi \

stornge ar
winesoldelicacy and fincsse. Allcellnnng m in llle
finest Limousinbarrels,”

Located inthe Carneros District ofsouthern
NapaValley, Carneros Alambicproducea RMS
Spccml Reserv C,n Californiabrandy producedin
d. Thedistillery, builtin 1984,

for over 200 years, lnlcrruptcdnnlyby" ohibiti
and boastsover 200 producers.
Most Californin grape brandy mnkers useacon-
illnndugein A icanonk, alarge per-
t fwhich ilycharred,
Bourbunburrcln.'l‘hennlmn pmdncemuse an

1 h

huusculghupednlly hund—cmﬂcd nnd hand-as-
tatil) din Cognne,
Ci Alambicbrandi gedin3700,90-,
gallon Limousinoak barrelarangingin agefrom
newtoeightyearsold, “Instend of usingone grape

Hollday beverage: Germain-Robin
Al brandy is perfect served neat

and fol
niques. Cnhfon\m bmndmnnﬂ:dmullcd fromthe

Sco BRAKDIES, 2B

afler dinner wuh freshly shelled nuts. :;




