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lapped with Piasecki’s years with  [t'g uged,’
West Bleomfield schools, where !
Piosccki wos assistant principal Stanley Milewshi

at the high school and later a
project mannger and public rela-
tions specialist.

The priest who in 1980 recruit-
ed Piasecki from West Bleomfield
to St. Mary's Preporatory School
in Orcherd Loke Village remem-
bers him o8 o firm — but fair —
disciplinarien who cared about
students,

“He was jovial when the occa.
sion demonded,” said Monsignor
Stanley Milewski, chaneellor of
St. Mary's, But usually he was
stern and serlous, Milewski said.

Gretchko and Milewski were
among the hundreds of area resi-
dents who last week mourned the
death of Piasecki, o pepular cdu-
cator who was killed Thursday in
Chelsea, west of Ann  Arbor,
where he was the superintendent
ol schools,

Pinsecki, 47, was one of three
people shot following a hearing
involving a chemistry teacher,
Stephen Leith, 39, who was ar
raigned in the kllllng Friday. Sur-
viving the shooting were English
teacher Phil Jones, 44, end princi-
pal Ranald Mead, 43, both of
whom were wounded.

Piosecki, a nutive of Hom-
tramck, gradunted from Central
Michigan and Waync State uni-
versitice and taught in Pontinc
and Rochester before joining the
West Bloomfield schools in 1977,

“He was a very dedicated edu.
catar,” said Gretehko, who knew
Piasecki as u member of the West
Bloomfield staffl and as prmcmnl
of St. Mary’s. “We worked on a
number of projects together and 1
got to know him pretty well. He
will be missed.”

Piasecki’s death underscores
the need to teach and promote
nonviolent methods of resolving

' conftict, Gretchko said.

. Milewski described Pinsecki ns

+ “perhops the most dlsclnllnud

" and professional educator I'v
ever met.”

He was so qualificd, the priest
snid, that St. Mary's broke with

. its own tradition when its princi-
pal’s job became vacant and the
" school actively began recruiting
Piasecki.
“When the jol: {St. Mary's prin.
- cipal) became open, them was no
loubt who we wanted,” recalled
: Milewski, “There was no better
. cholce than Joc Piasecki."

But Piasecki was a tough nego-

titor, recalled Milewski, “He in-

. sisted we match the salary (and
fringes) he was getting in West
Bloomficld, and he was open
about the fact he would only stay
a short time.”

The school — which at the time

boarded wbout 230 students —

* had never paid salarics approach-

* ing those in the public achools,

- Milewski said, “But we did for
* Joc Pinsecki.”

And the extra money was wonh

chancellor of St. Mary's

. very top.

asecki left St. Mary's to joln the
Breckenridge district.

“It's my understanding,” said
the priest, “that he instituted a
counseling program for young-
sters in the Chelsea system in
case there was a tragedy of some
kind, How tragic if this will be
ong of the first times it's uscd,”

Joe Whalen, now director of ad-
missions at St. Mary's, was a stu-
dent in the early 198058 when Pi-
asecki was principal,

* “He was one of the biggest in.
fluences on my life,” he said, “He
was a great figure of authority, the

"If you ever went to sce him,
you were in hig trouble,” recalled
Whalen.

Whalen sald he had his share of
minor disciplinary problems as a
student, But they were always mi.
nar, he said, in part because of the
spirit of discipline inspired by Pi.
asccki.
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Worked in WB: Joseph Piasecki, the slain Chelsea schools
superintendent, is shown in a 1977 picture, when he was
assistant principal at West Bloomfield High School.

every cent, the priest ac
edged. “He was admired, reapect-
ed and appreciated by the stu.
dents, the faculty and parents.
“He went to cvery nthletic
event, every enm:urrlculnr activ-
ity and every fund-raiser.”
As the two got to know cach
other, the priest said he realized
. that Pinsecki “had the most
Leautiful plan laid out for his
life.” His carcer path called for
him to take charge of progressive-
ly Inrger school districts until he
was superintendent of a district
in a large metropolitan aren, Mi-
_ lewski said, "One day he wanted
. lo be the state superintendent of
schools.”
Milewski sald he kept in touch
with Piasecki after 1984, when Pi-
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Have Your Fireplace
In Time For Santa!...

18" SUPERIOR SELECT GAS LOGS

Superior Sclect ceramic fiber gas logs
are the socrot 10 a natural-looking fire,

GAS BURNING FIREPLACE
the op-vent,
sealed-cambustlun installallon llexlbﬂlty

(GREENSTONES
¢ Cxzamws Or Fox Joemay Sect 1925,
528 North Woodward « Birmingham, Ml « (810) 642-2650

WOOD BURNING FIREPLACE

An affordable heat-circutating

fire-

place thal offers style and value.

SUPERIOR® ACCESSORIES SALE
now 20% orFr

Glass Doors « Mantels « Trim Brass {Polished or Antique Brass)

» Free Plan Take-Offs
» Do-It-Yourself Seminars
» Design Assistance

WILLIAMS PANEL BRICK OFFERS:

« Trained Salespeople
« Free In-Home Estimates
« Professional Installation

» Fireplaces * Mante!

* Gas Logs

WILLIAMS PANEL BRICK OFFERS
THE FOLLOWING FRODUCTS IN STOCK:

tels
« Marble Surrounds « Thin Brick
« Lightweight Stone Veneer

27303 W, Eight Mile Rd.» REDFORD - 538-6633
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SUE'S HALLHARK
GOING OUT OF
BUSINESS SALE

50-75% OIF
EVERYTHING

- Original Prices

Al Hallmark Merchandise, Hummels, Gift ftems, Picture }:wues.
Photo Albums, Stationary, Party Goods

3 Dealers Welcome All Sales Final GOB. #1993.7

FIXTURES TOO!

SUE'S HALLMARK

ORCHARD MALL + 642) ORCHARD LAKE RD. » W, BLOOMFIELD

&6«’5{%{' Piananly & Sond-
FOURTH GENERATION

JEWELERS

755 West Big Beaver « Troy, Michigan 48084 « B10-362-4500
Main Fioor, Top of Troy Building

Holidsy Hours: Monday thvough Friday ~ 9:30 2.m. 10 9:00 p.m. Saturday = 9:30 2m. 10 7:00 pm.
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Ranch & Mahogany
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