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had nade for them, then rinsed
out their stockings, hanging them
by the chimney to dry. When they
were done, they gathered around
Papa and he told his story.

“*Twas the night before Christ-
mas and all through the house,”
Sharp said, waving her hands in
an all encompassing motion. “Not
a creature vf‘ns-'sﬂrring. not even a
mouse. . .

Her presentation of Moore's
poem was a memorable one, but it
wasn't until she inished with the
“Happy Christmas to all and to
all a good night,” did she let on
why she chose to use it for Pupa’s
story.

“That was written by my great-
great-grandfather, Clement
-Moore, in 1822,” she said. “Actu.
ally, written is probably the wrong
word. 1 think he must have put
down some couplets on the back
of an envelope, but it was never
written down.”

Moore's poem was such o hit
that even more relatives came the
next year to hear him tell it.

“A cousin came from Yonkers
und wrate it down on the back of
the envelope,” Sharp said. “She
went home and had it published
in the Troy Sentinel, She was so
excited she hurried back to shaw
Papa. He was so furious because

B A former Farmington speclal education
teacher who has been recognlzed as a ploneer
In remedial educatlon, Sharp works as a con-
sultant with school systems across the country
and as a speaker for educational groups. She
also performs storytelling programs for organ-
izatlons and schools as well as librarles and

hospitals.

she had given awny his Christmas
present that she was banished
from the house for many years,”

Parts of the published poem re-
flect the cousin’s lack of knowl-
edge of the Danish langunge, Ac-
cording to Sharp, Donner and
Blitzen should have been “dunder
and blitzen,” meaning thunder
and lightning,

The poem became port of pub-
lic domain because of ita appear-
ance in the but in

21st and 22nd Stmbl by the Big
Boy and the Gap,

Up in years, Sharp has had to
curtail her travels, although she
soid her holidays will take her to
Chatlotte, N.C., and San Diego,
Calif., with a stop in Chicago —
“If yau care to come along, just
hop on my sleigh.”

So, with the help of Visual Spe-
cialtics of Farmington Hills,
Sharp hus come up with video
about Papa and his

1848 Moore did an anthology of
children's stories and the last one
in the book was his Leloved “A
Visit from St. Nick,” Sharp said,
Moare willed his estate to Col.
umbia, which d it as a

poem. The cassettes cost $20
each, plus 4-percent sales tax,
payable by check, Visa or Master-
Card, and are available in a regu-
lar version nnd. signed for the
oy yemson £

children’s muscum. “It was kept
going by the pennies of New York
schoo! children,”" Sharp noted.
Today, what's left of it can be
found “en Ninth Avenue between

‘To arder, write to Visual Speci-
alties, 26105 Orchard Lake Road,
Sujte 100, Farmington Hills
48334, For more information, call
476-5400.

JEMJACHIELLISTAFP PHOTOORAPHER

Tale to tell: Dinghy Sharp, a former Farmington special education teacher, loves to tell
a good story to an attentive audicnce.

Alzhelmer s involves more than memory loss

Memory loss, Disorientation.
Night wandering. Tantrums.
These have become the all- 100 l'u-

nursing
fnllown(l 11 people with Al
zheimer's who were llvmg at home

with a full-ti The

miliar signs of
the degencerative cffects of Al-
zheimer’s disease, Recently, how-
ever, several other characteristics
huw.- been added to the list.

ling to rescarch duct

median age of the putlcnln and
the caregivers was 68, although
some patients were as young as
59, In lhut year, 36 percent of the

Alzheimer’s patients fell at least

ed at the University of Michigen
School of Nursing, people with
Alzheimer’s who live at home —
even those who are still relatively
young and physically fit — are far
more susceptible to falling than
elderly people who do not have
the disease. In many cases, all it
takes is one serious injury frem o
fall to start the downward spiral
toward death,

‘There are two large ‘contribu-
tors to the increase in falling in
the Alzheimer's population, said
Dorothy Booth, assistant profes-
sor of nuralng. “The cognitive im-
pairment caused by the disease
has semething to do with it, but
home wnfety may also play a critl-
cal role,

In a yearlong study, Booth and

once, while none of the caregivers
fell, One patient even fell 10 times
in a month,

“These patients don't know
where their body is in space,”
Booth sald. “When you ask them
to grasp an object, they may come
in way below or above it, That's
why pathway clutter, stairways
and poorly lighted areas are par-
ticularly hazardous for them.”

To protect those with Al
zheimer's from dangerous tum-
bles, and in the process keep
them living nt home as lfong os
posaible, Boath urges caregivers
to have a health professional
skilled in this arca conduct a
home safety evaluation,

Often, the suggestions will he
as simple as switching to a cord-

EX ‘It beh

os us to preserve the dignity of

people affilcted with Alzhelmer's by keeping
them actlve and preventing Injury.’

Dorothy Booth
researcher

less phone or improving the light.
ing. But in other cases, pleces of
furniture that emerge as obatucles

ter, poor visual judgment is an
carly warning sign of the discase,
Common include

the eye itself, but with the way
the brain interprets the eye's sig-
nals,

ure out what the problem is,”
Trobe emphasized, however,
uml lhu test ilself cannot make a
of A 's, Rather,

“It seems as if their &
are visual, but they aren’t; they're
spatial,” Trobe snid.

After years of research, Trobe
and cnlluhamtnr Charles Bul\er. a

it is designed as a screening tool
that tells eye-care providers when
a patient should be sent for o full
neurological evaluation.

UM of
have come up with a simple
ing test for the visual-spoati-

difficull izing people, in-

may have to be | ar relo-
cated.

“It hehooves us to preserve the
dignity of people afflicted with Al-
zheimer's by keeping them active
and preventing injury,” Booth
sald, “And safety-proofing the
home is a big step caregivers can
take in that dircction.”

A significont but sometimes
overlooked reason behind the fall.
ing is thot Alzheimer's creates ha.
voc with visual-spatial percep-
tion, According tofDr. Jonuthnu

terpreting  pictures and  diatine
guishing between objects, espes
cinlly when their borders are al-
scured ar overlap. For 1

al impairment typieal of Al
zheimer's, a test that may lead to
earlier diagnosis of the disease.

It is a user-friendly screening
lesigned to help ists and

with Alzheimer's may
have difficulty identifying a bottle
of beer in a crowded refrigerator or
a particulnr article of clothing ina
full drawer.

Yet when such people get their
eyes checked, the results are nor-
mal, This is because the vision
problems associnted with  Al-
zheimer's have nothing to do with

i easily distin.
guish hetween a visual-spatial

. impairment and a mercly visual

one,

*Qften these patients are told
they are crozy, that there’s nath-
ing wrong with their eyes,” Trobe
anid, “This teat allows us to mnke
the diagmosis carly and keep them
from circling around trying to fig-

Trobe's test, de-
seribed in a recent issue of “Ar-
chives of Ophthalmelogy,” con.
sists of four excrcises. Patlents
must identify a simple line draw-
ing, a drawing embedded in a grid
of lines, drawings that overlnp
cach other, and images that are
fragmented and  have deleted
parts,

Currently, Trobe is sending the
test to selected eye-care providers
around the country who will use it
on their patients and report back
on its effectiveness. He eventually
hopes to distribute the Lest to op-
tometrists and ophthalmologists
nationwide,

Trobe, profe
gy and associate professor of neu-
rology at the U-M Medical Cen-

NEW VOICES

DR. STEPHEN T. BER.
NARD and DOROTHY J, BER-
NARD of Formington Hills an-
nounce the birth of STEPHEN
MICHAEL BERNARD Nov. 29
in Williom B

birth of their son AUSTIN

JAMES COLE Nov. 2 in St. Jo-

seph Hospltal, Grandparents are

Germaine and Jerry Toffen of

Fnrmlnmun Hills and Bob and
Cole ul‘ D

Grandparents are Michael and
Jacquelyn Czereda of Ohio and
Stephen T. Bernard alse of Ohio,

JAMES and PAM COLE of
Farmington Hiils announce the

migm. Great

STEVEN and DAWN
KNOWLES of Westland an-
nounce the hirth of ASHLEY
ELIZABETH Nov. 6. Grand-
parents are Joyce Ann Kapp of
(..nnlun. Bennis R. Kapp of West

nre
Verna Beauchamp of Novi; Peter
Taffen of Detroit; Helen Sipes ul'
Dearborn Huu.hm' Mary Cale of
Southgate and Florence Kictur of
Detroit.

field and the late Darlene
E. Knowles. Great-grandparents
are Elizabeth Johnson of Lyons
and Elmer and Mable Kapp of
Plymouth,

Welcommg
new
neighbors
is the least
we can do...

1o make now lamiles fael

nght at homeo In our lown.
Golting To Knaw vou is
THE newcomer welcomi lv'g
sarvica that dalivers a gilt

from sponsoring merchants
and prolessionals to now
homeowners sight after
thay move in. Golting To
Knaw You programs can
bring now business, now
frionds and now safas to

SETTINGTO
“Know-Jou?
* WELCOMING
NEWCOMERS
NATIONWIDE

For sponsorship detaily, ca¥

(800) 645-6376
n

New York Stat# (809) 6329400

“Doa Nev New “Cmt umur
Two Annual Two Annuat
569.00 __S49.00
TDoR SRRy I_ Cat Spay
% 2wo Annua Two Annusl
__582.00 __S8s6.00

| Dogmustbes: 7ol 5~ 012 citra Charge for ldet dogs, SYerwFIEhY, pregaaney of Gogs over §0 s,

Cat must be b9 mos. old, extra charge for oldet cats or pregnancy.

ty Plus-Pot

Cat Clinic, PC
a1 Grand fives

GRAND OPENING

€ COAT
48199

1. BLACK GLAMA. :!M

2, BLUE IRiS FEMALE CDM
$6495 44799
3. DEMI BUFF FEMALE COAT
s 3699
4. DARX RANCH FEMALE COAT
$5595  $3809
5. MEN'S DARK RANCH COAT
$am sz

OUTERWEAR

Lazare’s

GREAT CANADIAN
FUR SALE

25%-75%CQIF .:o°

1. TAUAN LEATHER 3/4
VIHRURUNING 4408

1
3. DESIGNER GOLD LEATHER COAT

5. ITALIAN STAMPED SHEARLING
WITH HOOD

5 81799
2. MEN'S BLACK LEATHER TRENCH COAT
$899
2305 $1399
4, RED LEATHER JACKET WITH FOX TRIM.
s649

52,47‘5 smv

{1, MEN'S FISHER COAT  $7495

“one HAIR BEAVER COAY

J4. NATURAL RACCOON COAT
. $2

$5499
232060 $16.499

$0p00  $s499
m,ué $13.99
$2

2. russiAN tynx

o $ $198
2.REDFOXCOAT 84060 42399
3. PEARL GREY FOX COAT,

33295 81990
$1599

EVERYT s FAIRLANE FUR s 'n 1. ONYX SHEARED BEAVER BRAIDED 7/8
HING DIVISION - . COAT BY ZUKI $6298  $4409
Isa PIECES AT UQUIDATION PRICES 2, BONE SHEARED BEAVER JAGGED EDGE  ©
1 OFF . - g COATEYZUKI-1ONIY  $1565 45608
. Vi .| 3. BLACK ONYX SHEARED BEAVER BOMBER +
i ‘wnnsmuvmnwsuno S35 $269
» Quallty Top Grain Men's and i o ‘ Mm"cmo""Hu“u“?v;'RSMcgﬂl'
Womon's Leather Jackets 5 : [ i
+ Huge Seloction S Lre . .. .
+ Pants, Skirts, Car & Trench Conls tors, N]“v d“t}"' or “;“" |
« Grand Opening Prices Good A N ! 0 ¢ m:g: or
Thru Do, Jtat P . Lazarc’s Furs | shipping.
12 Mllgcgl}zrrr%tlngton - Items. griced in Famaus Guarasteed Furs g
in Crowiog Gontae y glg Canadian dalare, - Since 1925 493 Ol Avg «
= - tamne FINANCING PLAN |. -~ (313)96!-47.!1
553'4722 oo . | AVAILABLE s * Fax (519)253-1856 -
¥ ] % ' 1 X

»



