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First year:
U.S. Rep.
Joe Knol-
lenberg
has been in
Congress
Jor nearly
« year. He
and wife
Sandie are
adapting
to the new
lifestyle.

BY GREG KowalsKL
STANF WhITER

Beeanse of his hectic daily
schedule, freshman US. Rep,
Joe Knollenberg doesn’t  have
much time to take stock of the
sureoundings in Washington.

1t's only at these odd
moments, such as walking down
the Capito] Building steps, when
the Bloomfield Toawnship Re-
publican will puuse among the
historic buildings at the center of
the U.S. government that the full
realization inks in.

He's in Washington, helping
shape the direction of the Anveri
cun government,

About o year ago he operated
an insurance office in Tray, Now,
at nge 60, e bas » new career
repeesenting the 11th U.S, Con-
gressional  District, which en-
compusses - wide aren from
Highland Township to Birming-
ham to Redford and Lyon Town-
ship.

Although not a newcomer to
the political seene =— he was Re-
publican  Party  chaitmon for
Oukland County and 18th Dis.
trict garty  chairman, among
other things — lie said the tran-
nllhm o Washington hos been o
tiujor len;,c
don’t think anybody could
have told me whut to expeet,”

Knollenberg said. “Until you get
there you don't know that to ex-
pect, It's un all new world,"

Knollenhierg is on the Sl
Business and  Banking  and
Finanee  committees in the
House of Representatives, hav-
ing been one of 110 freshimen
Congressmen elected in 1992,

1€s heen o year of successes
and frusteation, he

more efficient, But coping with
Congress hasn’t Leen easy, he
sail

sre nre too many things
going on at one time,” he said.
“You can't go o il the meet-

ings.”
Aml there wre  committees
aplenty. Fven though he has

mannged to push through some
reforms amk climinate some re-
dundant committ there ure
still more ¢ ttees than needs
e, Knollenberg suid.

But there are positis
Congress as well, he said,

“Fhere are o lot of bright peo.
ple there, | dun’t suy lln.',\' alwnys
vote hright, It P impressed
with the quality of the people,”

And Knoltenberg said he Is
making prog to living up to
eampuign promises, He's alremly

sides to

introduced o number of pieces of
n such Hs proposal fnr

STEIIRS CANTHELL

Mrs. Knollenberg
jumps into D.C.’s
political scene

By Glllc KOWA!&KI
STAY W

\Vhen Mr. Knollenherg went to
Congress, so dld Mrs. Knollen-
herg.

Freshman U.S, Rep. Joe Knol-
lenherg, R-Bloomfield Town-
ghip, is wropping up his first
year in Congress, and while it's
been o learning experience for
him, his wife Sandie hos had to
do her own share of adjusting.

“It's definitely a change,” she
snid, Dividing her time between
Washington, D.C., and the Bir-
mingham.Bloomfield area hus
been a chall ile other

Knollenberg debut eye-opener

they're busy making plans for
thngu to d.u at home.

g aid he tries to re-

balonce the budget, a bill to lImlL
taxes for certain small business-
ex, u bill to outhorize public
housing ngencies to set policies
regurding the amount of rent
puid by tenants in public hous-
ing units and o bill te amend the
Social Security Act to promote
cilueational opportunitics.

“I've never worked so hard in
all my life, . . except maybe the
first week of boot camp,” he sald,

He gave a breakdown of a typi-
cul week.

Mondays and Fridays are non-
session days, allowing time to
prepure for upcoming sessions
andl review past sessions,
"uesdays begin with an 8 a.m.
mecting, “ancd mw.hnuq can car-
ry onn inte the night,” Knellen-
herg said.

“Wednesday is the roughest
dn\*' he snid. Meetings begin at
m. und can Iast until late at
. Meanwhile, Congress is in

HiN
Amt sandwiched in between
are meetings with constituents,”

“T'hursdny a littde like
Wednesday, except most mon-
Congress wunt to get hock
r districts for the week-
Knollenberg  suid,  So

enl,”

I,um to the dlulnct every other
weekend, He and wife Sandie
live in Virginia near Washington
and a have a house in Bloomfield
Township,

“It’s very busy,” he said, “Asa
new member of Cengress, you
want to keep in touch with con-
stituents as much as possible.”

Knollenberg has an office in
Washington, D.C., staffed with
six fulltime employees, He has o
local office with five full-time
employees in Farmington Hills
and mointaing o smoll office
with one full-time and one port.
time employee in Livonia,

Because he has less staff than
allowed by Congress, his opera-
ting expenses are less, so he res
turns $100,000 of allotted moncy
o year to the government. That's
an example of his promised cost-
culting measures, he said,

1t would be nice, he suid, if
uthers in Congress would be
COSt-CONSCIOus.

Bills to cut spending and re-
duee the budget deficit get side-
teacked, And often when pro-
groms are cut, the money I xim-
nneled into other arees,

couples in their age group are
looking toward retirement, the
Knollenbergs made & neorly
complete career chonge a year
ago.

He left the insurance business
to serve in Congress, and she has
become Immessed in the Wosh-
ington political scene.

Sandie Knollenberg is presi-
dent of the 103rd Congress
Freshman Spouses Club. That's
a non-partisen of

Fe lem‘

Adjustment exercise: San-
die Knollenberg’s life in
Washington is working
out, but she still video-
tapes her TV program, -
“Sandie’s Fitness Firm.”
Here she’s pictured wzth
Lynn Zoller.

10

the spouses of the new members
of Congress. They help cach
ather as they make the transition
to life in the nation’s capital.

“We share our concerns,” she
said. The club has 71 female and
15 male spouses. Being married
to members of Congress, they of-
ten are in the public eye them-
selves, so they find it helps if
they can get support from others
in the same situation.

For example, the club brought
in a guest speaker to coach them
on the art of public speaking.

In addition to the Freshman
Spouses Club, Sandie Knollen-
berg belongs to the Republican
Capital Hill Club ond the Con-
gressional Club, Both organiza-
tions sponsor charitablle events
and allow her to hecome involved
in such issues as cancer preven.
tion.

Through the Congressional
Club  breast cancer program,
Sandie Knollenberg helps pro.
maote cancer awareness and is in-
volved in a program to encourage

breast

She also is on a committee to
promote awareness of mental
health problems,

Health issues have long been a
concern of Sandie Knollenberg.
She stitl vidcotapes her TV pro.
gram, “Sondie's Fitness Firm,"”
an gerobica show that is carried
on local cable stations, and on
PBS which airs across Nnrth
America.

Belng a spouse of a Cangrcsu-
man creates a “unique kind of |-
lifestyle,” Sandie Knollenbcrg
snid. While it can put a strain on
having a normal family relation-
ship, the Knotlenbergs said they
try to maintain a normal life. ..

Other members of the Knol-
lenberg clan also get into the act
when they can. Sons Steve and
Marty participate in Joe Knol.
lenberg’s periodic town meetings
in the district.

“1 fecl like my life is like a
fairy tale,” said Sandic Knollen.
berg. “Thlu is sort of any girl's
dream.”

Ruby Tuesday runs up tab
for liquor license transfer

BY BILL COUTANT
Srary Wiieit

With a little luck, all's well thi
pels well for 4 new restatizant in
Farmington Hills.

The Formington  Hills  City
Council unanimously  approved
the transfer of n liquor license
i Arthur Kenjorski to Morri-
Restauronts {ne, for the
Ruby Tuesday restourant at 12
Mile and Orchard Lake, now un-
aler construction.

Julin Polusky, the attorney rep-
nting Ruby Tuesdny, suid he
t tell how long it will lnke the

[

that l is wnrk'm}: w mukc Aure it
is in time for the planned Jan. 20

I‘ulmk\ bl trieal to oliain the
eity's st allotted Cliss C license,
only to be turoed down., That left
him with few options and litle
time nfier he Tost his bidl far that
license at the Dee. B amceting.

would huve cost
in u little
v for neulling

bhackground

feen
-hnks said uly clerk Kathy Dor-

e teansferred license will
unl \ld OO0,

After losing out on the eity’s 1
cense, Polasky, who has ohtained

“We

did

have  discussi
ahout th ery thing happe:
he sai Ve were fortunate to
find this license,

City council members had
praised the restaurant, but denied
the license sv a8 to keep the city's
final leense {until after the 2000
census) in case of another need,
inchuding the possibility of a city-
owned arena with restaurant in
the future,

But councilmen Aldo Vagnozzi
and "Terry Sever steangly suggeste
ed the council meet in o study
sussion to come up with a policy
and guidelines for awarding li-
quor licenses to aveid fulure
preblems, such as litigation, and
to give those seeking a license a

uprening: Yiguor licenses for several aren  clearer understanding of require-
“It usually takes about. 35 restaurants, went hunting. ments,
AXEL A, RUTILA il died Dee. 18, the McCabe Funeral Home,

Mr. Rutila, 90, of Scottsdale,
Ariz., funinerly of Furmington,
died Dee 17,
Horn in Calamet, Mr, Rutila
was a retired federsl employee.
Survivors include his daughter,
June Grose; sons, Donakd .l‘. ‘nnd

Bora in Lh-w!mul Qhio, Mrs.

i

£ m:lmlc her danghter,
Barhara Ann Pattinson; brother
John, \Vullcr and Mike Turkoe;
sisters, ine Sorozik, Helen

‘Ihemas R seven

und three great-grandehildren,
Services were nt the Messinger

Mortunry, Scottadnle, Ariz.

STELLA KATANIK
Mrs. Kntanik, 96, of F

Howells, bnphlu Meier md Daro.
thy Roynk; two gramlchildren.

A memoriol service will heat 7
pan. Wednesday, Jun. 1% in
Prince of Pence Lutheran Churelh,
28000 New Murket Rond, Farm-
ington Hills, The Rev, T, Richard
Mums will officinte.

s were madle by

]
B rea k" I n from page 1A

Forminglon Hills,

FAE E. BARTELS
Mes. Bastels, 86, of Farmington
died Dec. 19,
Horn in Middletown, Ohio,
Mry, Bartels wos a homemaker,
Survivors include her daughter,
Janet Hummon; two grandeh
dren and two great-grandchildren,
Services were nt the McCabe
Funeral Home, Farmington Hills.
Memorinls mny be made to the
n Cancer Foundation.

Howard Sicgrist, who was hil
for $2,450 in equipment, retained
his sense of humor aa well na
inuch of what he needed to keep
his practice going,

“They (luln 't take everything,”
he said. “1 wns surprised, They
didn’t toke my fax, and thc,v

didn't take my computer. My wile

was kind enough to give me an
early Christmas present of an an-
g machine so 1 can keep

Roing,
Siegrist quipped that the crimi-
nals were “hiting the hand that
feeds them,”
“py

criminn! attorney,” he
sabd.

'm supposed o defend

people who do this to you. They're
not supposed to do it to me.”

On the more scrious side,
Godwin said in light of the value
of office equipment, businesscs
should take steps to prevent
break-i

“Most office buildings need to
laok at gelting o burglary alarm,”
he said.
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If you remember Dr, Maddy, blue
unifarms, and the Bowl - we want to

bear from you.

One lucky alum and bis or ber guest
will win a vound-rip from any wlmm 1

in the 1

There's no audition necessary. All you
bare to do is belong to a very special
and clite group « Interiochen Alumnid.

So pick up the phone, let us know
what you've up to and register to win L

a free tide

O Interlochen

1.Q Box 199 .
Interiochen, M 49643-0199

00-968-7707

[N

! US for a week

af great mﬁ.'ler'lnjmul. rustic lodg-
Ing, and the chance to reminisce with
other Interlochen Alumni,




