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Traffic czar

Former OU official watches cars now

BY RALPIL R ECHTINAW
STAYF WHiTEN

The next time you're hacked up
two miles hehind a million cars at
a light on Telegraph Road, think
alout Frank Cardimen Jr.

A Rochester Hills resident, for-
mer Rockwell exccutive and for-
mer Qakland University &xccu-
tive, Cardimen now humln the
Traffic I

M 'They're golng to put
me up as Moses if |

can pull this one off.’
Frank Cardimen Jr.
Traffic Improvement
Association
Technology Park around the unie

of Oaklund County, n quasi-gov-
cenmental, non-profit outfit dedi-
coted to eliminaoting traffic joms
and troffic deaths in Oukland
County.

Cardimen, 53, hegan at TIA in
Februnry after o 13-year rise
through the ranks at Oakland
University, Beginning as n parte
time  business ndministration
tumhcr, Cunlum-n moved up to

I then led

versity, But a new president
meant less emphosis on the tech
park and Cardimen could sce the
handwriting on the wall,

“The philosophics were totally
opposite,” he said, “both in treate
ing people and in the direetion of
the university.”

Caught in traffic

Cardimen had been on the

to become director of

Ilzmml of dl for the Traffic

development, director of continu-
ing professionnl education and fi-
nally acting vice president of de-
velopment and alumni affairs,

As the last universlty official to
run the Meadow Brook Musle
Featival before it was turned over
to Olympia Arenas, Cardimen
still feels strongly that he might
have made the concert venue prof-
itable, If given one more year.

Can't break even

Although he reduced the opera-
tional deficit by some $350,000,
Cardimen  couldn't reach the
break even point. *I would have
liked une more year to give it o
shot,” he said. “I really wonted
that break-cven (point) w0 bad,
but we just couldn’t do "

+ Sull, alumni relations director
WJill Dunphy soid Cardimen wag
the right man for the job, “1 think
that was really his niche,” she
said. “He loved that. (But) he
took it on at probably the worst
‘point in economic times,

“Hin frustration wos that the
rcommunity seemed to toke
*(Meadow Brook Hall and Music
Festival) for g‘mnled."

Cardimen wasn't long for Onk-
lond University anyway. His men-
tor, former 1

but ne
one expected TIA founder and di-
rector Bruce Modsen to retire.
When he did, Cordimen was
asked to step in. I was very for-
tunate,” lic kaid.

Two big reasons he took the
Jjob, Cardimen said, were finoncial
stability and a Bloomfield Town-
ship location that had remained
constant for 27 years. Then Oak-
land County unnounced it was
cutling its annual $25,000 grant
ta TIA, and the owner of the
building TIA cccupies is evicting
Cardimen ko that n new bank

might be born. “I'm beginning to
feel n little kebit,” Cardi
sald,

Yet he possesses an abundance
of vocational enthusiosm for o
snakebit man. He talks about
traffic improvement with a pos-
sion that most people can only
work up when they're amidst a
river of cars behind 8 eement
mixer going uphill in the rain at &
p.m. Fridaoy,

True believer

For a man who never worked in
the traffic field before, Cardimen
can spout statistics and expound
on the particulars like a true be-
liever.

The [ fation of TIA’s work

Joe Champagne, quit OU tu run
Crittenton Hospital tn Rochester,
and Cardimen found himself asen
without his powerful ally.

Under Champagne, Cardimen
acted ns liaison to the many busi-
nesses sprouting in the Oakland

in collecting data on aeccldents.
The stalf of four, including Cardi-
men, analyze state police statis.
ties for accidents in Oakland
County and develop records on lo.
cation, severity and frequencey of
accidents, This gives some ldea as
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Moving results: Rochester Hills resident Frank Cardimen
Jr. heads the Traffic Improvement Association after a
13-year career at Oakland University.

to how hnzardous o given inter-
section might be and what im-
provements ought to oceur.

Another TIA program has Car-
dimen excited, but he's realist
enough not to predict great suc.
cess. With a $400,000 grant from
the federal government, TIA will
study traffic flow in two areas:
The Oakland chhnulngy Park in
Auburn Hills an h

employers to stagger work hours.
Increase the number of employces
who work at home, And, of course,
carpooling.

The tech park study is relative-
Iy easy, Cardimen said, because
it's a matter of surveying employ-
ces of all the companies therein,
The 12 Oaks Mall study is more
difficult because you're dealing

Hills
and the 12 Onku Mall area in
ovi.

Hail Moses

The plan is to reduce peak trafe
fic at rush hour. Various solutions
have heen discussed: Convincing

with diffi peaple all the time,
shoppers,

Cardimen is hopeful, but skep-
tical, that congestion regression
ean be achleved.

“They're golng to put me up as
Moses if I can pull this one off,”
Cardimen soid.

Callers beware: New area code kicks in

Blatne it on the fax machines,

For the fiest time since 1947,
southeast Michigan has a new
‘ueea code, 810, which aplits the
former 313 code arca in half along
Eight Mile Road.

Wayne County residents, ex-
cept for a few Livonia inhabit-
ants, retain 313 for an aren code.
All Oakland County residents get
810.

Ameritech officinls say the new
aren code is necessary becouse
new ways to use phone lines keep
being invented, *Designers of the
original area code plan buck in
the 1940s could not have antici-

pated just how quick available
numbers would be used up by the
skyrocketing populacity of per-
xonal pagers, cellular mobile tele-
phones, computer modems unil

arca code. But the fauit lies in
non-Ameritech  phoneine
switches that haven’t been pro-
grammed to recognize 810 as an
arca code, Sowell sald, This prob-

fox b * said
area code mannger Dean Hovey.

More than three million new
phoene numbers have been created
by the new area code for southeast
Michigan. Even so, Ameritech ex-
pects to reach eapacity again in 20
years,

Ameritech  spokeaman  Leon
Sowell reports that some people
have had difficulty getting calls to
go through when they dial the new

lem s | to be fixed soon,
as the switch owners are notified,

Ameritech is anxious to have it
known that the new arca code
won't moke anyone's phone bill
higher. Calling Southfield from
Redford will still be a local eall,
even though the caller has to dial
1-810 to <o it. No call that was
local before will be long-distance
now, Ameritech says,

Also, calls will still go through
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using 313 until Aug. 10 so that we
all might grow accustomed to the
change. After that, Wayne County
residents calling individuals in
Onkland, Sanilac, Lapeer, St.
Clair, Genesee and Macomb
counties must dial 810 to do so.
Oakland County residents calling
folks in Wayne, Washtenaw and
Monroe counties must dial 313.

For additional data on arca
codes, call (800) 831.8989,
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CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 p.m.
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COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS

Let the glow of candles and
joyous carols wrap you in the
warmth of His love.
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ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH 626-0840
6869 Franklin (South of Maple) '.
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve: 5:00 & 10:00 P.M. -
Caroling 9:30 P.M.

Christmas Day: 9:00 & 11:00 AM.
Everyone Welcome 3

fietd Hills

_I_ St. Andrew Lutheran Church

6255 Telegraph Rd. (ust North of Maple Rdy
Rere Frederick . Ovendier, Pastor

December 24th

ecember 26th
10 aum. Carols, C
SUNDAY Sunday School Class 9:30 a.m.
Childrea’s Seemon at 10:30 a.m, 2

LV

St. Stephen Episcopal Church 3
550 North Adams Road, Troy 48098
641-8080

Nunery Care
E The Rer. Jonathan C. Sams
CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 p.m. - Eucharist with children’s choir :md
Procession to the creche
10:00 p.m. - Choral & Handbell Music
10:30 p.m. chnv'll Eucharist with Choir




