CountdOWn to First nght entertament

'nn First Night/Birmingham cele-
bration has been created just for you!
We have put together an exciting night
of entertaining performances and fun
activities for people of all ages ta enjoy
— there is something for everyone.

9...

This year's program is packed full of
the excellent performances that Flrsl.
Night goers have come to expect, plus
we have added seversl new activities
that will make this unique New Year's
experience even more enjoyable.

8...

We are thrilled to bring you three
open dance events which feature the
music you love to dance to — reggae,
club music, and even country for the
Tine dancer in you. Equally exciting is
the addition of two outside events in
Shain Park from 4-11:30 p.m. — story-
telling within a Celtic Stone Circle,
end the all-knowing Oracle (for enter-
tainment purposes only).

‘Whatever you do at First Night, be
~sure to head to Shain Park after 11:30
p.n. for the fabulous midnight celebra-
tion, featuring the Trinidod Tripoli
Steel Band!

A fittle preplanning goes a long way
toward making the most of the evening.
Because there are so many performanc-
es to see and things to do, plotting out
a tentative schedule allows you or your
group to get to the venues where you
would most like to be.

6...

Food and refreshment are available
at several First Night sites, which are
indicated on the First Night mop, a
outsrde at Shain Park, Flus, WaOl is
Bosting the coffs house o the Cele

n Center for the second year,
S they Wil ser commphmentary
ot beverages (Fist Night butan re-

Auld Lang Syne: Euch year crowds gnrher in Slxmn Park begmnmg about 11:30 p.m. in anticipation
of the special midnight ceremony which marks First Night/Birmingham.

B First Night buttons will be available
the night of the event after 3 pan. at
the Celebration Center, Seaholm High
School. Village Players, First Presbyte-
rian Church Ice Arena, and First Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

4...

quired). There are also
Birmingham that are open for N
Year's Eve.

5

Admission:

& Except for children under 5 years of
age, all First Night goers must have a
First Night admission button - cost 87
— toattend any of the performances.

Ti

® Some First Night performance ven-

ues require a no-charge performance

ticket to reserve a seat.

M Several First Night sites require NO

performance tickets and are open for

you to enter as you wish,

B Performance tickets are released pri

or to performances at scheduled inter-
s.

B Performance tickets are available at
our ticketing centers which you will
find listed in the Performance Ticket
Distribution Schedule on the fallowing
page.
8 To receive a performance ticket, you
must show a First Night Button for
every ticket you request.

FYI:
W Children 12 and under must be ac-
companied by an adult.
M Restrooms are available in most lo-
cations.
® Handicapped access is available at
all performance sites.
@ Smoking is not permitted in any of
the performance sites.

M No food or drink is permissible in
performance spaces,
B Emergency and first aid assistance
is available. If an emergency occurs at
a site, report the problem to the Site
Menager.
8 Lost and faund ceter is located in
City Hall,
W Free parking is available in city-
owned parking garages from 3:30 p.m.
10 12:30 a.m.
2...

For more details and information
please contact First Night/Birming-

am,

Have o great evening and a Happy
and Joyous New Year!
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Pick among a potpourri of performers

Use these sketches of the First Night
performances to help decide which per-
furmances you'd most enjoy. Each de-
seription i3 followed by the perform-
ance location and a helpful hint that
suggests the [;cncnl audience appeal of
each artist o3
SALLY ROGERS & HOWIE BUR-

\vuh dynamic vocals and instru-
mental virtuosity, Sally and Howie
have delighted family audiences from
coast ta coast since 1982. They gained
national prominence through appear-
ances on Garrison Keillor's “A Prairie
Home Companion” performing bal-

show for children of all ages. The
Baldwin Library. Children/Family
RICH RIDENOUR

Ridenour, a Grand Rapids native, i
a versatile pianist who captivates au
ences with his ragtime and early jazz

repertoire. A graduate of the Juilliard
School of Music, he is a widely ac-

claimed recording artist and touring
professional. St. James Episcopal
Church. All

WENDELL HARRISON ENSEM-

BLE FEATURING PAMELA WISE
‘When you bring two incredible jazz

talents like together, it can only

add up to one thing — an unbelievable

lads, songs, end The Com-
munity House, Children/ Fomily
MOZART AND BEETHOVEN

“Thrill to Emmon Scott's haunting,
humorous, talented re-creations of
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and
Ludwig von Beethoven, This Harvard-
trained musician raises more than a
fow eychraws with his provocative oe-
taves and evoeative performance. The
Community Huuse.,m
JERRY JACOBY

Some call him a classic storyteller.
To some he's a cumedian, and to others.
a motivator. We'll let you decide as you
enjoy his family concert of good, clean,
h\lnnnus fun. The Community House.

SACK AND THE BEANSTALK

“Big Laughs” version of this beloved
classic fairy tale involves lots of sudi-
ence participation, hysterical laughter,
and two “cutc guys” (their quole). The
Community House GhidrentFamily
NAIM ABDUR RAUF

The stories and music of Africa skill-
fully vendered by this scclaimed Mich-
igan pesformer are spell-binding. A
combination of storytellng, songa, o

fican

er and educator Harrison has over 30
years experience and 12 recordings to

Mozart revlslted Yau‘ll hnow

a lot more about the person-

alities and music of Mozart

and Beethoven after seeing

pianist Emmon Scott per-

form.

to the works of Freddie Hubbard, Duke

Ellingtan, and her own smooth Brazili-
n and jazz tunes. St.

make this showumrxuely different. The
Community House. Fami
THE BRAINSTOR“ERS'

ac-

ar
James Episcopal Church. Adult
MICHIGAN OPERA THEATRE
This Detroit institution makes its
fourth at First Night/Bir-

clnmml creative writing show. It's a
combination comedy club and class-
room! Kids learn a lot! Parents laugh a
lot! The Community House. Children/

Family
‘THE DINOSAUR MAN

Bob Leamner, The Dinossur Man,
* creates the magic of muscums through

is lively songs and fact-filled ancc-
dotes on subjects ranging from dino-
mus In dolomite. The Baldwin Li-

Children/Family

THE PIPPIN PUPPETS

Traditional puppet theater at its
best! This troupe of highly regarded
puppet masters wmhlnes music, ad-
venture, and surprises in their wintery

mingham_ with “My House is Too
Small." Token from a Russian folk
tale, this opera for three singers invites
the audience to contribute words for
songs and arias and to join in the si
ing. First Church of Christ, SﬂmmL
Children/Family
DETROIT BRASS SOCIETY

Highly touted brass quartet presents
its brilliant sound, which runs_the
spectrum from fine chamber music to
Amenmn rla.!ssml First Church of

Christ, Scientist.
GENNADY & 'I‘A‘I'YANA ZUT

This balalaika virtuoso is accompa-
nied by his equally skilled wife on pi-

of classic Russian folk songs. Emigres
from the former Soviet Union, the Zuts
have performed in the fabled Camegie
Hall und have a recording contract
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra.
First Boptist Church. Al
JEFFREY ZOOK

Flutist JZ is one of the Midwest's
fincst young artists. A member of the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, Zook is ]

CYPORYN
Come hear one of the hottest cut-
ting-edge blue grass bands Detroit has
ever experienced. A recording favorite
on WDET, Dennis Cyporyn's trio will
captivate blue grass enthusiasts of eve-
l'yl"(_ First Prtsb)umn Church-Sane-

tuary. Adult/A
JOSH AND RON 'S FAMILY CON-

T

Jaimed local art-

e winner in many
entertained audiences of all lges
throughout the U.S. England and
l-‘mn:e with_his dynamic stage pres-
nd innovative programming.
First Baptist Church, All
‘THE BIG PICTURE
Adults of all ages can dance to the
contemporary and Tap 40s sounds of
Michigan's own premier dance band in

Grammy winners: Two of The
Winans — Carvin (left) and
Michael — should shake the
rafters of Seaholm High
School’s auditorium.

a cabaret setting. Voted the best dance
band in the United States in 1990, The
Big Picture will have you out of your
seat and on to your feet in no time at.
wll. First United Methodist Church-
Fellowship Hall. Adult/All

STREETCORNER
This male singing group’ will wow
you with their melodic renditions of
hits from the '50s, ’60s, and the Mo-
town sound. You will find yoursell
wanting to sing along. First United
Methodist Church-Sanctuary. Adult/

COUNTRY LINE DANCING

This e\emng-lnng event is a combi-
nation of 30-minute dance lessons
taught by arca pmfessmnn!s at G 7,
and 8 p.m., fullnwcd by a full-blown
line dance from 8:30-11 p.m. Come and
kick up your heels at the hottest thing
gomg in dance today! First l'r!sbylen-

ano in their

ists who unite music, humor and a
sprinkling of theater’ meke an ercore
appearance at this year's celebration.
Seaholm Hlflh School-Gymnasium.
Childres
TR!NIDAD TRlPDLI STEEL BAND/
FRANCISCO MORA'S NUEVO
MUNDO JAZZ BAND

These two groups will square off at
opposite_ends of the Sesholm High
School Gymnasium in a dance that
will last from 7-11 p.m. Opening with
Trinidad Tripoli's lslund thythms and
percussions, this dance will continue
the beat with Nuevo Mundo's Latin
and Cuban numbers. There will be
seats availahle for those who think
they can sit still. Scnlwlm High
School-Gymnasium. Ad
THE ROYAL AI\{ERICANFOLK-

“The b:gcnd o[ the Firebird” will be
stunningly performed using life-size
puppets in this 45.minute shaw. John
Byme brings his Emmy-award winning
puppd theater back to First Night

th his show-stopping interpretation
of ﬂm Old World classic. Seaholm
High School-Auditorium. Fomily/All

THE WINANS

The Grammy-winning Winans,
fenturing Carvin and Michael, promi
to break the barriers of sheer excite-
ment, setting a new standard for excel-
lence in the realm of irresistible pop,
streetwise soul, rap, rock — even alit-
tle country. Seaholm High School-Au-
ditorium. Family/Atl
CINDERELLA

Presented by Birmingham's own Vil-

loge Players Ensemble, this timeless
tale of Cinderella, her step-sisters, and
Prince Charming is lovingly brought to
life in four 45-minute shows by this
talented group of area performers.Vil-
lage Players Theatre. Children/Family
SIRAZY RICHARD THE MADD

Doctor nl' spherical motions, master
of streetside theatrics, Crazy Richard's
manipulation of objects, gags and audi-
ences combine to create a high energy
non-stop performance that captivates
and astounds all agesJAX Kar Wash.
Al

Here are the ‘angels’ behind each performance

Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan — Sally Rogers & Howie Bursen.
Cheysler Corporation Fund — Country Line Dance.
Ford Motor Gompany — Eventa at The Conmurity Hose

Jacobson's — Michigan Opera Theat

Kelly Semcex - Frnnclsco Mom 's. Num 3 Mundn Jezz Band.

"he Winans.

Michigan Nmonnl Bank —. .lzﬂ're

Margo & Morry Cohen — Wendl Humsnn Ensemble featuring Pamela Wise.
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers — Beethoven/Mozart.

SelectCare — Midnight Cetebration.

‘The Johnson Foundation — Pippin Puppets.
The Junior League of Birmingham — All ehildren’s activities.
‘The Kroger Company — “The Legend of the Firebird.”

‘The Lyon Foundation, Inc. — Out

r performances in Shain Park.

‘Target Stores — Ron Coden & Josh White, Jr.

Village Woma

Club Foundation — Streetcorner.

Kathryn Wimbish, M.D. — The Dinosaur Man.
WJIBK TV-2 — Trinidad Tripoli Steel Band.
'WJOI — Coffee House at the Celebration Center.

WLTI — The Big Picture.

And a special thanks to the First Night First Bite Cookie Angel -

The Townsend Bakery & to
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