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A look back

Schools, rights dominate year

ollowing tradition, we're reeapping our

1993 regionnl editorinl positions, ab-

sorbing space dealing with our commu-

nity that usually appears at the top of
this column. Local editors recap their stands in
either the issue before this one or in early Janu.
ary.

In our corner of Michigan, it was a year that
saw school reform, individual rights — particu-
larly assisted suicide — nnd our suburbs’ rela-
tionship with Detroit dominate our news pages,
ditorints and columns,

Those issues also pervaded the letters and
columns written by your neighbors who contsib-
uted to our editorial and Points of View pages.

School reform
8 Financial:
We have been firm on reinstating the praper-
ty tax as ane way Lo fund schools, In March we
\ED”{' upinml}hnt th!.- property tux al-
%\, ,///\ ways will be with us and isa
= 22 guvd reflection of the cost of liv-
==
. ing, If the property tax were cut,
the money would have to be
mnde up elsewhere.
‘The state House, Senate and
cven Gov, Johin Engler have
= come arcund to our way of
7 thinking. The recent agreement
M ou schools would reimpose
some school property taxes
eliminuted last summer — plus
having voters chonse belween raising the per-
sonal income Lox or the sales tax.
B Bducational:

We opposed charter schools, for fear that they
were only a cuphemism for funding private and
religious schools. However, we recently en-
dorsed the House “academy” plan, which al-
lows only public schools and state and commu-
nity colleges to create charter schools, We'll
need to revisit the newly finalized version,
which would ailow private groups or other pub-
lic ngencies to open charter schools with the
sanction of one of the three types of public
schools.

Another element of school reform that we
champion, but that remains unaddressed, is
consolidation of districts, There are toe many
— 662. Some are smal! — Clarenceviile has just
1,700 stucents. "I'hat’s less than some of our

|7}

alive, Those with serious dis-
cases or conditions could he cn-
couraged to die quictly because
it is cheaper than paying health
. =% costs. And elderly patients may
\]M_ " opt for assisted suicide solely to

make sure they aren't burdens

\§\\\\“ ”/6;:/}' on their children.

It takes an extraordinary ef-
fort to commit suicide, It takes
less of an effort if someone
helps one do it. Those who are
in a weak condition, or who are
depressed, may not do what they want but in.
stead succumb — literally and figuratively — to
external pressures,

The U.S. Supreme Court has never ruled on
the right to die. Until that happens, Dr, Jack
Kevorkian must desist from assisting in sui-
cides.

W Abortion rights:

‘To no avail, we opposed both informed con-
sent and the 24-hour waiting period before an
abortion can be performed. At sume point, we
hope that a more informed Legist will do
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its duty and overturn the law passed this sum-
mer, which is demeaning to women in premise
and damaging to women as applicd.

We supgest that instead of doctors showing
these women pictures of the fetus in several
growth stages, they shauld be shown pictures of
familics living in abject poverty, and of the de.
formities that can develop in n fetus subjected
to nine months of drug or alcohol abuse,

‘The state has no business influencing what
should be the most personal of moral decisions
in such a heavy-handed, one-sided way.

Detroit/suburban relationship
& Eight Mile plan:

We hit hard on the city of Livonin, the state’s
eighth.largest city, for its fnilure to pay its
share ($7,000) in funding the Eight Mile Boule-
vard Association,

That association is a callection of 12 com-
munities working with the Michigan Depart-
ment of Tranaportation and Wayne, Oakland
and Macomb countics to improve the Eight
Mile business district.

Eight Mile is not just a road. It is the bound-
ary, symbolically and in reality, of Detroit and
many of its suburbs. In failing to meet its finan-

high schools, Fi ially and educotionally,

cial itment, Livonia is sending a detri-

these distriets are too small to deliver excel
lence. How i inte to divide

ties such ns Redford Township into three
school districts and West Bloowficld into sev.
en.

Other arens of school reform that we endorsed
include the Head Start program for every child
who necds it; using schools after hours as com.
munity centers; and moving teachers away from
the chalk-und-talk routine oward group prob-
lem-solving,

Individual rights
W Assisted suicide:

No matter what you think of Dr. Jack Kevor-
kian and his two lucal attorneys, Geoffrey Fieger
and Michael Schwartz, the issue of how to treat
the terminally ill should be handled the way it
has been for years -~ taking people off life sup-
port according to their previous instructions or
by mutual consent of doctor and family and/or
by utilizing huspice services, which offers palli-
ative core to patients who are terminally il

The circumstances around assisted suicide
aren't the same s for suicide. We can't know if
a person is freely piving up the right to stay

menta) messoge,
W New mayor:

Detroit mayor-clect Dennis Archer spoke in
our suburbs — to groups in Birmingham, Farm-
ington Hills and Canton Town-
ship, He has met with our coun-
ty executives, L, Brooks Patter-
son and Ed McNamara, as well
£ as Gov. Engler and President
Bill Clinton.

It's clear Archer is doing his
part Lo build bridges between
our communitics as well as to
.promote the area statewide and
nationatly.

And so in congratulating him
on his victory, we called on our
community leaders to pledge their cooperation.

We called on McNamara and Patterson to co-
operate on the regional issucs of transit and wa.
ter.

And, lastly, we called on all of us to work to
trample the racism that has kept good people on
apposite sides of Eight Mile.

If these are carried out, 1994 should be a very
good year in our corner of metra Detroit.

QuEsTion:
What's your
New Year's
resofution?
We asked this
question at the 2 M
Farmington ‘I haven't even ‘Nextyearl'd ke | ‘That's a good ‘I want to do bet-’
branch hibrary. thought about to go for the stu- question. [ ha- ter in school.’
thatyet. dent council and ven't thought Amy Escott
Scott Johnston | be president {at about It yeb.' Famington
Westiand | Millside Elemen. Sorah Escott
tary)." Farmington
Stacey
Schroeder, 8
Farmington Hills

- . .
Hills Post Office delivers

e: Mr. Hogan, manager, Farmington Hills
R Post Office:

During th v busy Christmas holis
day rush, it was ny for me to run into the
Fur;::im.'wn Hills Post Office several times this
week,

I was so disappointed when [ went in and saw
a very lony line waiting for the next window to
openup,

But, before 1 even stoord in line o very nice
young man came up to me and said if I only
wanted stamps, 1 eould go to a special window
ot the oppos nd. He said because the line
was so long this morning, he thought it might
help if he had one window specifically for
stamps only.

which they provide each other at Our House,
After one full year of operation, we are making a
real impact on the lives of people with mental
illness in our community,

Unfortunately, Our House is in real donger of
closing its doors eatly next year il operational
funding from the Oakland County Community
Mental Health Board is not forthcoming. While
we have survived on the generosity of several
small foundations, Michigan Rehabilitation
Services and the Oakland County Alliance for
the Mentally I1), there is a limit as to how far
and how long those funds can earry us.

We are Lurning now to the Onkland County
Mental Health Board for funds to continue our
fine programs and services for persons with
mental illness, Without those funds, we will no
longer be able te put persons to work or support
the clubh activities,

1 certainly Ithat, and 1
him for planning ahead. The next time
stopped in | was impressed at how he was han-
dling the very long line of people with packages,
vte, He was so helpful and with a smile on his
fnce he was directing people to the next avail-
abile window and the line was moving fast,

I'have never seen the post office run in such n
org | fashion and I would like to compli.
ment Jule Hogan, manager.

Thank you fur such excellent service during
such a busy time of the year.

Sue Arabirn, Farmington Hills

.
Kevorkian a ‘quack’

11 the past hullabaluo during the past
A days and now hringing to Court of
Appeals is a great way to make news for
the media,

Anyane during past yenrs who wishes te com-
mit suicide has always been able and many
have done so by taking poison, using a gun, rope
and so on. I remember a 14-year-old bay who
did so years ago.

Man does not declare morality. Court of
Appeals, State Supreme Court or anyone else
cannot declare right or wreng morally. There is
something about man or in man that suggests
to him, he can be God.

Why does man need a "Quack” doctor or any-
one else to motivate, encournge and suggest to
someone or oversee for another to commit sui-
cide (kill himsel?

Mr. Quack doctor (Kevorkinn) who is for
death instead of life should in my opinion be
told to go to the barnyards and “Quack” with
the geese instead of to people,

Leslic Swanson, Farmington

Program may close

rom all of us at Our House, rehabilitation

program, thank you for your terrific arti-

cle about our services and members —
“Here's o place that mentally ill can call home"
(The Obscrver & Eccentric, Monday, Dec. 13),

Your article captured the excilement and cn-

thusi of our clubh - people
with mental illness — in their successful efforts

to live, work real johs and enjoy the support

Again, thank you for your support in getting
the word out about Our House. I only hope that
in the coming year Our House will continue to
thrive and be the place “where everybody knows
your name."

C. Gregory Olszta, director
Our louse

——
Union becomes issue

EA, the Michigan teachers’ union, has
finally and rightfully become an issue
in state education reform,

As an ex-teacher and member of a family
which places the utmost value on edueation, 1
want to see truly good teachers receive compen-
sntion commensurate with the crucial role they
;Irlny in our society and in the lives of our chil-
dren.

As a businessman, I want to see velue for our
education dollars, 1 want to sec children who
learn and whose thirst for learning is nurtured
by our schools.

ll helic\;e that we can }!uu- both value and an

N fessional i

corps,

Education reform does not mean poying
teachers less. 1t does not mean shortchanging
our children. It should mean rewarding teachers
with a full measure of recognition for their pro-
fessional work and children with the vision of
and preparation for a bright future.

Education reform may mean weeding out ex-
cessive costs due to union monopoly, teachers
who are less than professional, duplicate ser-
vices, questionable progeams, administrative
waste,

It should mean involving families and busi.
nesses in an enterprise which so profoundly af-
fects our ity and lves th h
our lives,

R. Thomas Hunter, Ph.D., Bloomficld Hills

—————

Oplntons are to be shared: e welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weekly basis for opinions in your
own words, We will help by editing for clant ty. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone numoer,

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm-
ington 48336,
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