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BY BILL COUTANT
STARY WriTen

For Sundy Altachul and his
family, the battle with multiple
selerosis hus taken some unusu-
af tuens — and it seens the Int-
est one is for the hetter,

The 37-year-ofd Farmington
resident and futher of three hos
benefited from a new trentment
for the disease. Although net o
cure, the new treatment has
made it possible for Altschul to
live with MS knowing that the
potentially debilitating  affects
many huave been slowed. I mny
very well huld at this level,” he
snid.

That nate of optimism Is typi-
cal for Altschul, who until his
Lrout with the illness, hand worked
long hours over the years as a
firefighter, EMS technician and
independent husinessman in his
compuny, Systems Medical Ser-
- vices.
© But for o man whao is used to
operating at a high energy level,
the renlization that he had MS
— a discase that affects the
brain and spinol cord cousing
partial or complete paralysis and
fatigue — was a shock,

“1t was frusteating,” he said,

Thut might have been putting
it mildly, What hod started s a
lem with "whaot T thought
was an cyelash in my eye”
wurned out ta be aptic neuritis, a
conddition typical in MS suffer-

ers,

Ironically, Altschul, who with
hix wife Juli, had led a full, ac-
tive life until his problem went

New treatment
helps resident

Thanksgiving of 1988, he first
had trouble with vision in his
left eye. In August of 1989 he hud
problems with his right eye.
Then in the winter of 1990,
Altschul found the onswer to his
fatigue, cye problems ond loss of
function at times in his extremi.
ties. He went to his doctor think-
ing a pinched nerve might be the
canse of his troubles and was
told that he probably had MS,

*1 wag shocked,” he snid, “}
asked them why they didn't tell
me this before,”

That's when  Altschul took
part in & University of Michigan
program that treats the optic
neuritis with steroid injections
and then drugs, The results of
that study, published in the lot-
eat edition of “The New England
Journal of Medicine” confirmed
what Dr. Jonnthan D, Trobe of
U.M's W, K. Kellogg Eye Center
had hoped: The treatment has
lowered the risk of patients de-
veloping MS and its more ex-
treme symptoms and allowed
Altschul to lead a sumewhat nor-
mal life,

“He's learned to know when to
rest and when to take it easy,”
snid Altsehul’s wife Julie. “It's
something that's there that you
have to cope with,”

Altschul admits that when he
and his wife first learned that he
lind MS, they took it hard,

“We cried in each others
arms,” he said.

But because the couple had al-
ready set up their businesses so
they could wark at home and be
with their children (Jennifer, 11,

Things are looking up:  For Sandy Altschul and his daughter Emily, a new treatment for an eye condition associated
with multiple sclerosis has atlowed him to live much the same as he had before the problem was identified.

B That's why she took part In a University of
Michigan program that treats the optic neu-
ritls with sterold Injections and then drugs.
The results of that study, published in the
latest edition of ‘The New England Journal
of Medicine,’ conflrmed what Dr. Jonathan
D. Trobe of U-M's W.K. Kelllogg Eye Center

had hoped.
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“When | have bad days and
she hos bad doys, it's interesting
nround here,” he said,

If Altschul geems almost teo

heyond & minor cye
.| had been an active volunteer in
helping the Multiple Sclerosis
Suciety with benefits and events
sinve 1986,
On  the

night  before

David, 8, and Emily, 2), they
found that if Sandy’s condition
were bad, Julie, who suffers from
arthritis, could do more work,
aml vice versa,

CCe) ¢ of his fate, it is proba-
bly a combination of his desire to
take on new challenges and his
experience in the health-care
fiekl and as a volunteer for MS.

* wax an EMS provider for 17

years,” he said. "I've seen some

of everything."

In fnct, Altschul was one of the
first people on the scene at the
fight 2565 disaster at Metro Air-
port in August of 1987,

“When you see something like
that, it has an cffect on you,” he
said, “Everything changes.”

U-M study brin

A study at the University
of Michigan under the diree-
tion of Dr. Jonathan D.
Trobe found that a new
treatment for optic neuritis
significantly reduces the
chunces of that condition
developing inte mulliple
sclerosin,

A group of about 400 pa-
tients were used in the test
begun in February of 1990,
It is the first controlled
,treaument trial to have neu-
rologic information on a
large number of optic neu-
ritis patients followed care.
fully for at least two years,
In previous triols which
used Iprednisolon and

gs good news

prednisone, patients  with
optic neuritis and multiple
sclerosiz did recover faster
from attacks than did un-
treated patients, but the im-
pact of treatment on long-
term development of MS
was not examined.

Patients with a new diag-
nosis of optic neuritis and
who within eight days
received the treatments had
only a 7.5 percent chance of
developing definite multiple
sclerosis within two years as
compated to a 16.7 percent
chance for patients with the
same diagnosis who were .
treated with placebo pills or
predni: alene.

POLICE /FIRE CALL

Listed bolow are some of the

F palice
fire calls and court cases report-
ed duting the past week,

® FIRES
A kitchen fire in an apartment at
the Muirwuod Apartments on

in Fi Hillsat

recelver was

in a toilet bowl in a room at the
Knights Inn on Geand River in
Farmington Hills Dec. 26-27
cousing $200 in damage.

A skatebonrd ($20) was stolen
after the windshield of a Jeep
parked at the Merchant Co, on

about 5:39 p.m. Dec. 22 resulted
in $10,000 in damage to contents.

Farmington Hills firefighters
feom Station 1 responded, putting
the fire out and ventilating the
building.

"B VANDALISM
"The rear windshield of 2 1987
Plymouth Voyager porked on
b 1in Farmi

h in Farmington Hills
Dec, 24-27 was smashed causing
$325 in damage,

R AUTO THEFT
A burgundy 1988 Mercury Mer-
kur worth $5,000 was stolen {rom
‘Whecler Drive in Farmington
Hills Dec. 23,

A white 1993 GMC Jimmy
worth $20,000 was stolen ftom the
Radi: Hotel on Grand Riverin

Hills
Dec, 25-26 was sminshed causing
$250 in damage,

. Both dour windows un o white

+ 1988 Ford tractor parked on In-

- dustrinl Park in Farmigton Hills

© Dee. 23 were smashed causing
£300 in damage.

. A vanity mirror was broken, the

- hacks of two chafrs were cut and o

Farmington Hills Dec, 23.24 and
recovered Dec. 24 on Grandville
in Detroit, The door lock had
been punched nnd the radio and
tires hod been stolen.

A silver and gray 1991 Chevy
Luminn worth $10,000 was stolen
from the Clarion Hotel on 12 Mile
in Farmingten Hills Dec. 23-24,

A red 1994 GMC Jitmmy worth
25,000 was stolen from the Holie
day Inn on 10 Mile in Farmington
Hills Dec. 27-29,

8 BREAK-IN

A 2-foot by G-foat glass panel was
broken during a break-inat a
house on Scottsdale in Farming-
ton Hills Dec, 21-23 eausing $200
in damage. Nothing was reported
wmissing.

A break-in at a house on Form-
ington Street in Farmington Hills
Dee. 25 caused $140 in damage to
the kitchen window and resulted
in the theft of $1,603 worth of
items including o Jazzman classi-
cal guitar (3400}, four children’s
vitleos ($80) and $100 in Christ-
s ornaments,

Bl EMBEZZLEMENT

False receipts and petty cash
vouchers totaling $44,742.04 were
submitted to the Altantic Mort-
gage Corp, which mannges the
Village Green Apartments, from
Jan 21, 1992 to Dec. 28, 1993,

OBITUARIES

: DIANE K. “ROSIE"” WENNER

© Mrs, Wenner, 53, of Brighton, lor-
* merly of Farmington, died Dee.
124

. Born in Grayling, Mra. Wenner
was n member of the Milford
Preshiyterian Church and the Na-
tionnt Association of Tax Practi-
tioners,

Survivors include her hushand,
Harry; son, David; dnughters,
“Pracey Peterson and Krista
Wenner; mother, Maxine H. See-
Tey.
Services were held at the Kechn

Funcra) Home, Brighton, with the
* Rev. John Harris officiating. Bur.
. {al was in Highland Cemetery,
Ypsilanti.
Memorinls may he made to the
charity of the donor's choice,

u
FRANX LEROY ANDERSON
Mr. Anderson, 65, of Farmington
died Dee. 27 in University Hoapi-
tals, Ann Arbor.
2 Born in Cambritdge Springs,
:Pa,, Mr. Anderson was a tool and
dic maker. He was a member of
‘DAV, Farmington Elka and the
‘American Legion. He was a World
War 11 Navy veteran.

Survivors include his son,
Douglas; daughter, Amy Miller;
sinter, Blla Thomas,

Services will be 11 num. Dee. 30
in the Heeney Sundquist Funeral
Home, Farmington, with the Rev.
Edward Duncan of First United
Methodist Church officiating.
Burial was in Hillman-Rust
‘Tawnship Cemetery, Hillman
‘Tawnship, Mich,

CHARLENE E. IONES
Mzra, Jones, 70, of Detroit, former-
ly of Farmington and Texas, died
Dec, 27 in Onkland Hospital,
Madiron Helghts.

Born in Collinaville, Texas,
Mra. Jones was o homemaker,

Survivors include her husband,
Donald; son, Dan; daughter, Pam
Bonse; sister, Katheleen Kemp;
brothers, Frankic and Chatles
“Taylor; five grandchildren and
nine great-grandchildren.

Services were Dec. 28 at the
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home,
Farmington, with the Rev. Ed-
ward Mattox of Forest Park Bap-
tiat Church officiating.

Burial was in South Lyon Cem-

etery. Memorials may be made to
the Moke-A-Wish Foundation,

He is survived by his wife, Hel.
en V. Novak of Canton; ane son,
Gregory Novak; three stepsons,
Richard Skrzypek of Highland,
Lawrence Skrzypek of Detroit and
Kenneth Skrzypek of Westland;
one dnughter, Cindy Bahnke of
Rosevi ine grandchildren and
one sister, Ethel Brancaleone of
Detrait,

The Rev, John F, Hall officiat-
ed the service, Memoriol contri-
Dbutions may be given to the
church in the form of Mass offer-
ings, Arrangements were made by
Vermeulen Memorinl Trust 100
Funeral Home,

ARTHUR S, NOVAK

Services for Arthur S. Novak, 80,
of Canton were Tuesday, Dec. 28,
at St. Richard Catholic Church.
Burial was in St. Hedwig Ceme-
tery, Dearborn Heights.

He waa born Oct, 24, 1913, in
Farmington Hills. He died
Wedncaday, Dec, 22, in Farming-
ton Hilla, He retired from
Chrysler Corp. in 1974 alter 40
years as a new car repairman. He
was a member of St. Richard
Catholie Church in Westland
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HoLibAY CLEARANCE SALE

» Thomasvllle

+ Hekman
+ Sligh Clock

»La Barge .

«All

*» Nichols& STone

« Harden

+ Bob Timberlake
» Canal Dover

Furniture at it’s lowest prices

SAVE 25%-60%

New Samples Arriving Daily. We need to make room for our
new collections. Now is the time for spectacular savings on
such famous names as:

+» Pennsylvania
House

« Lexington

+ Conover « Hancock & Moore
« Hooker « Sligh Desk « Howard Miller
. Jasrer Cabinet « Hilchcock « Bradington-Young
« Slitiel » Reslonic « Superior
+ Dinaire « King Hickory » Charleston Forge
» Century » Atho!l

« We will close
at 4:00 P.M.

on Friday, Dec. 31st —
New Year's Eve

Happy New Year —
Classic Interiors
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« All Provious Sales Excluded « Olfer Not Valld In Conjunction With Any Other Promotional Discount’ .
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20292 Middlcbel, Livonin ¢ South of 8 Mile » 474-6900
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