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Cool judge:
Whether rid-
ing the rapids
of a white wa-
ter river, or
waves of
crime, Ouk-
land County
Circuit Judge
Hilda Gage
stays cool. In
the court-
room, she
sports a spe-
cially de-
signed cooling
vest under her
robe. The vest
helps coun-
teract the ef-
Jects of multi-
ple sclerosis,
which Gage
has suffered
from for sever-
al years.
“There Is also
a hat, but I
won't wear
that," Gage
said, joking.
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Itsall onsale!
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Offer good thrujan. 94!
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By RALPI R, ECHTINAW
Bravy WriTEs
Multiple scleresis has turned
Hilda Gage into a thrill seeker.
The 54-year-old Circuit Court
judge, who is somewhat unsteady
on her feet and walks with a cane,

the male teachers making more
than the female teachers. Men
supported  fumilies. Everyone
knew that”

While teuching, Goge was alse
required to toke o hintus when
ahe began to “show™ with the

100! hite-water-rofing trip
down the Arkansos River lnst
gummer, in part because the dis-
ease hos convinced her Lo value
every moment of Jife.

‘The trip, Gage said, heightened
her senses to the extent that an
otherwise routine lunch seemed
succulent indeed, “It was the hest
tuna fish sandwich ! had in my
whole life,” Gage said. “1 think
the next thing will be bungee
jumping.” .

The Bloomficld Township resi-
dent, who takes over as Oakland
County Circuit Court chief judge
in January, was diagnosed with
MS in the carly "70s, but didn't
show any symptoms for 13 years.

“In the beginning the waorst
part was the fatigue,” Gage said,
However, subsequent experimens
tation with medication under o
doctor's core led to the discovery
of a combination of drugs that
permit the judge to do her job.

Guge's personality has appar-
ently not been affceted, as she
converses with wit and amity in
her chambers at the end of a long
day or over lunch at Brandy's on
Telegraph Road.

Little bit frightening

The disease, Gage said, “makes
everything just a little harder,
(but) sometimes I have real good
days and 1 forget 1 have it.

“It's also a little bit frightening
to the extent that you don’t know
how you'll feel when you wake up
in the morning and you don’t
know what the day will bring.
When [ came out publicly, I had a
reporter call me and ask me how
long 1 had to live.”

Gage grew up in Detroit of the
19408 and '50s, graduating from
Mumford High School with the
iden that she'd like to teach
school, She achieved this dream
with a sixth grade class in the
now-defunct Cherry Hill school
district of western Wayne County.

What strikes Goge a5 odd now
is that, back then, she accepted
employment practices that would
be turned into front-page court
hattles if tried today,

*1 never thought twice ahout

2 of her first child.
School policy.
The law beckons

As Gage taught school, her hus-
band attended law school. Gage

judge, Hays said, is “one of the.
best things that has happened 4o,
Qukland County.” -

County Clerk Lynn Allen, whol
provides administrative suppst:
to the Circuit Court, said Gage “is.
strictly top-notch. She docs her;
homework., A very energetics
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New top judge rides another kind of rapids -

judge.' <

Allen lauded Gage for programia’
she hos already devised to speed
nlong thle judicial process in the,

helped with b k and began
thinking she might enjoy a carcer
in the law, too.

Five years lnter she passed the
bar and joined a practice, In 1978
she was elected to Oakland Coun-
ty Circuit Court and has heen
there since.

As  Oakland County’s first
femule chief judge, a position she
calls “just a product of age,” Gage
hopes to add a judge or two to the
l:i:’.l.;uil court roster, accelerate

over d circuit court. For.
example, it was Gage's idea 'tor
schedule early conferences in cir-.
cuit cases where each side’s attor-
ney has the opportunity to tell the
Judge exactly what he needs to be’
ready for trinl and how many”
weeks will he required. R

“From the moment they file,
within two weeks, they know ex-
actly where they are in the pro-
cess,”" Gage said, Attarneys ero.
then less likely to request ade,

1-al; cases, hegin p
of rome sort regarding domestic
violence and perhups spread the
word on her judicinl philosophy.

“We don't create the taws,” she
said. “We just interpeet them., I'm
not going to strike down a law be-
cause the people don't like it."”

That stance should put Gage in
good stead with Prosecutor Rich-
ard Thompson, whe, given the op-
portunity, will complain at length
;lbuul rogue judges trying to make
aw,

But by the same token, Gage
and Thompson are an opposite
sides of the drug hibition is-

because they arenlt,
prepared, .-l
Lobbying in Lansing i

As chiel judge, Gage will hear-
40 percent fewer cases than she
did in 1993 s0 that she might keep.
abreast with the administrative
duties the new job entails, L.

Goge expects she'll spend a falr
amount of time lobbying in Lons:
ing and elsewhere to get another
judge or two authorized for hér
court. ““'We should have a lot more
judges, and we can't get any au-
thorization,” she said.

As o jurist, Gage doesn't have a

sue,

Thompson steadfastly supports
prohibition. Gage agrees with U.S.
Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders,
who recently said legalization of
recrentional drugs would drasti-
cally reduce erime and ought to be
studied,

“There may be some drugs that
should be legnlized,” Gage said,
“We certninly aren’t getting ony-
where on our efforts to get rid of
drugs. We didn't win in prohibi-
tion (of slechol) and we certainly
aren’t winning the drug war.”
‘Hell of a job’

Despite the controversial posi-
tion, Gage is well thought of in
Oankland County government cir-
cles. Former corporation counsel
Jack Hoys said Gage “has just
done one hell of a job. 1 sure think
we're getting our money’s worth
with Hilda.”

Gage's appoimment os  chief

tougl like “Hang ‘em
high Hilda," but she's not averse
to dishing out long sentences. '’

She remembers a mon convidt-
ed in her courtroam of raping a
79-year-old Polish woman who;
didn’t speak English. Gage
the man an extremely long prison.
sentence because *'1 was trying to,
get him to a level where his tes.
tosterone would dry up.”

Recently Gage sentenced ap
elderly man for criminal sexual
conduct regarding his own grand—~
faughter. The parade of deviant
hehavior goes on, but Gage seems
to maintain her cheerful mien like
o woman determined not to let
the ants spoil her pienic.

Perhaps it's because the people
she sends to jail generally get re-
ligion before it's over. “I find that
God is alive and well at the Oak-
tand County Jail because every.
body who goes over there finds
him,” Gage said.
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Call Today 728-9090

Save An Incredible 50% Storewidel

‘The Sate of the Year begins Thursday,
December 30, at 10am! And during this
special event, you can save 50% off compa-
rable prices on everything we makel That
means cvery new sofa, loveseat, chair, sec-

tional, siceper and recliner wiil be marked

down to save you money!

Choose The Style, Color And Leatherd
With 25 great styles, over 70 exciting col-
ors and seven durable leather grades, cus-

tomizing your new furniture is easy. We
offer traditional. contemporary and transi-
tiona! styles available in a wide array of

blues, reds, greens, neutrals and morel
Plus, we give you scven supple leather
grades with one that will work in the qui-

LEATHER

Furniture For Life!

Sale Ends Monday,
January 3,at8pmt

ctest apartments to the busiest homes
with kids and pets.

GetQuick, 2-Week Deliveryl

‘We handcraft every picce of furniture
using the finest kiln<dried hardwoods and
top-grain leathers, We then personally
deliver your order to your door in only 2
weeks! And everything we sell comes |
fully covered by Leather Center's exclu-
sive Lifetime Guaranteel

Hurryl This Sale Ends Mondayl
So come into Leather Center during this
incredible weekend and save 50%
storewidel But hurry because this offer is
guaranteed  only
January 3, until 8pmt

We effer many different slecper sofas!
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