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Music NOTES

You could say that The Indians’ Angclique
Binuen is a big “Ren and Stimpy"” fan. So much
s that she got her own little Ren — her now 5-
month-old Chihuahuo, “When I walk down the
street, people ask ‘Is that Ren?' Actually, itis
.+ . . Leall her Renny though since she's a girl to
make it more feminine.” Renny will be in the
house on Thursday, Jan. 6, when The Indions
play ludustry, 15 S, Saginaw, Pontiac, as part of
89X alternative dance night, It’s a fitting night
since The Indians — which also includes bessist
Chris Wilson and guitarist Zeb— blend Bianca's
hip-hep, funk, and rock influences into a donce-
able suund. “1 basically grew up in junior high
Tistening to n lot o different Kinds of music - -
black musie nnd rock music. . . . I got the best of
beth worlds,” she suid. She began writing caps for
other artists then vut of frustration started her
uwn bend. She keeps the raps to a minimum on
lier bund's debut release “Indianism,” instead
choosing to go o more musical route, “It's really
like a mix (of everyone's influences).” Raps moy
be in the future for her though.

Bl field C i | has begun
its weekly music series “Metro MusicScope.”
Guests. so far have included acclaimed loeal racker
Kristin Sayer, gallery owner David Klein and
juzz saxophonist Keith Saxton. The half-hour
shuw also includes reports on local music news
with Lisn Bics, manager of Berkley's Harmony
House superstore, and Bill Close, manager of Har-
mony House's classical store in Royal Oak. Bands
wishing to be interviewed can send music and a
press Lit to the show's host Mary Ann Verdi,

Bl field C ity Tclevision, 4200 Tele-
weaph, P.O. Box 489, Bloomfield Hills 48013,

Somelimes Why will release the single “Per-
petuul Love” with the B side “Farever” on Jan. 11,
The single, jed at The Discin Ei i
will he available at Sound Warehouse ond local
independent record stores,

‘Che Tuesday, Jan. 18, performance of The
Who's “Tommy'’ has been rescheduled for Mon-
day, Jun. 31. Tickets will be honered on Jan, 31,
Refumls are available at the Fisher Theater or
Masonic Temple box affices. For more informa-
tinn, enll (313} 872-1000 or (313) 832.2232,

Blue Nation and SisterSeed drummer Benja-
min Ridley has opencd “The Boneyard,” a 24-
track digital recording studio in Warren, Ridley
soid his studio is musician-friendly — monetarily
speaking. “The whole premise Is, 1 know how hard
it (recording) can be on bands, 1t's essy to spend
600 hucks a day to record. Basically, I'm trying to
do it for holl.” He snid he can do it without swal-
Towing other bands® costs. “Basically, 1'm not
going to he greedy. [ don’t nced a million bucks to
live on.” So far, both of Ridley’s bands as well as
the rock band Lemonjulee have recorded there
since ke opencd it two manths ago. For more infor-
mation, call {810) 755-2589,

See MUSIC NOTES, 5A

LOCAL SPINS

Kid Rock fires

® Kid Rock has known since
high school that he was going
to be a rock star, After selling
100,000 records through
word-of-mouth referrals, he's
proving that he wasn’t all talk.

By CmisTiNa Fuaco
ST WaiTkn

Everybody had
someone in a high
school elavs whe
kicked their feet up
on the desk, didn’t
pay atlention and
said they didn’t
need to study because their music
wan their ticket to success,

Romeo High School had one of
them — Kid Rock, When his teach.
¢rs would tell him to shape up or
¢lse he wouldn't have a future, he
had n stock answer.,

*I"d tell my teachers, ‘I'm gonna
e a rock star; baby, I'm gonna rock.’
Kid Rock, a.k.a, Bob Ritchic, who
plays The Ritz in Roseville on Fri-
day, Feb. 11,

His counselor and mather both
totd him he needed something to foll
back on.

“1 have something to fall back on,
1'm gonna fall back onmy. . "

So far, his dreams hoven't failed
him. Kid Rock's first album “Grits
Sandwiches for Breakfast"” sold

B  STREET BEATS

100,000 copies ~ mostly through
word of mouth — for RCA/Jive and
he subscquently toured with Ice
Cube and Too Short.

Now signed to New Jersey's Con-
tinuum Records, Kid Rock’s latest
EP, “Fire It Up,” is selling briskly
and about 900 fans showed up for
{\is record release party in Novem-
e,

The six-song EP mixes tumulte-
ous guitors, funky basslines and
Kitl Rock's ghetto-born rap style,
immediately bringing to mind com-,
parisons to Rage Aguinst the Ma-
chine or the Beastie Boys. The first
side of his tape ends with a shock-
ing diversion — a befitting acoustic
cover af the Hank Williams Jr. song
“A Country Boy Can Survive.”

The self-proclaimed “‘semi-hick,
semi-city slicker” is even consitler.
ing temporarily departing from rap
to do an album of Williams songs.
He said he admires singers like Wil-
linms for their stage presence.

*Those are the lost of that genera-
tion of entertainers,” he said, “Honk
would come out in his black suit
and a guiter with Hank an it. They
build themselves up larger than life.
1like to do thet.”

Aside from being a competent
rapper, Kid Rock has a keen busi.

L1r SERVICE PURLIC RELATIONS

Incement: Kid Rock, a.k.a. Bob Ritchie, puts his hands in
cement at the Metro Musicafe in Royal Oak prior to the
release of his latest EP, “Fire It Up.”

ness sense, He started and incorpo-
rated o record company, Top Dog.
Known by 14 a8 the “mer-
chundise king,” Kid Rock markets
hix own “trinkets.” Through his ca-
talog, fans can order three different
kinds of T-shirts, n “light weight”
windbreaker, waterhottles, socks,
Thermax winter hots and patches,
He said that if people see a nume
enough times, it'll pigue their curi-
osity.

Since the release of “Grits Sand-
wiches" Kill Rock has earned a rep-
utation us the bad huy rocker of De.
troit. Rumars ubout drunken bar
fights, drug use and backstage van-
dalism have travelled around faster
thun Snoop Dogy Dog raps. But the
alight, blonde-haired blue-eyed man
said he's just misunderstood,

“Jt’s just jenlousy; people hate
that (success), man,” he saic,
“There's envugh muny to go
around. Thure was a time when 1
had an (attitude), but I've learned to
he humble.” .

On the other hand, he sold, “1f
you're gonna make change, you gotta
be a part of the prablem.”

“I know I've changed tons of kids.
When they listen to ‘Oedipus Com-
plex,’ they know I have problems,
tuo,”

‘The song re-crentes a father/aon
battle: “You never loved me/You
never held me tight/Instead you
shook me like o ist and woke me up
at night.”

Closed-minded peaple, he said,
won't be able to wade through the
sometimes explicit lyrics to see that
he's just like any other kid. Those
who can sce that learn a lot about
Kid Rack, primarily that he worked
hard to get where he is, he said.

*I'm sure poarents aren’t thrilled
to have their kids listening to my
stuff. But unfortunately every par-
ent ean't meet me before their kids
buy the record so they can see | have
good manners and stuff.”

Kid Rock began rapping and
Dding when he was the some age as

up his career

most of his fans — in high school
with his “two creepy friends from
Romeo."”

“They'd cart me down to the mid-
dle of the projects in Mount
Clemens. 1'd sit there and scratch
(records). People would tell me
could DJ a wedding at Clul Monte
Carlo and make 8 huntlred bucks.
Instead, I came home drunk with
$30 in my pocket. I still like to do
that.”

His mother wasn't exactly approv-
ing of his holihy, but the practice
carned him offers from record labels
before he was finished with achool.
They were tempting, but he deeided
to give in to his mother'a threat.

“She said i 1 signed it I'd get
kicked out of the house, so [ decided
to stick it aut until graduation.”

He had six offers but upted to sign
with RCAZJive because of Jive's rap
histary. By the time he was 19 he
was touring with Tee Cube and Too
Short. Belng from Romeo, he didn’t
know much about gangs and was in-
trigued by his tour mates® lifestyles,

“I'd ask them about gangs and
stuff and they'd say, ‘What do you
mean, you're from Detroit? You
have gangs in Detrait, 1'd say, ‘No
man, I'm from Romeo. I had corn
fields in my backyard. I used to ride
horses.” T was just a little hick from
Romeo with these big gang guys."

Due to lack of support, Kid Rock
battled to get out of his contract,
‘Turning down offers from Tommy
Boy and Profile, he opted to go with
the little-known label Continuum,
which now works with Roger Daltrey
and Rolling Stunes” Ron Wood.

“They sakd, ‘We have tons of cash
and we want to put it all hehind
your record. ™

In March 1993 he releascd “The
Polyfuze Method” en Continuum,
One video “You Don't Know Me,”
received 1,200 calls a week on the
Jukebox video network, “Prodigal
Son" was in the top five on large cul.
lege metal stations across the Unit-
ed States,

With the release of “Fire It Up”
Kid Rock has eatablished himselfus
the spokesaman for troubled teens.
That's one job he doesn’t mind hav-
ing.

“When 1 look vut from the stage, |
see mu all over the audience, That’s
cool. If 1 was gonna get a call from a
kid who aic he saw me at St. An-
drew's and was in jail, I'd probably
go get him and bail him out. If kids
call me, that's Nattering.”

Kid Rock performs at The Ritz,
10% and Gratiot, Roseviile, un Fri-
day, Feb. 11, Doors opcn at 8 p.m.
Tichets are $10, Must be 18 to enter.
Call (810) 778-6404, For more infor-
mation about Kid Rock merchandise
and releases, write Tap Dog Records,
P.O. Box 102, Mount Clemens, MI
48016-0102.

Here's a ling of top 10 i inno
particular arder, heing played on Detroit Music
Seene, heard 4:30-5:30 p.m. Sundoys and 5.6 p.m.
T'hursdoy on WDTR-FM 90.9.

1. *Mr. X and Drain-0," Mr. X and Drain-O
(Bam Boom)

2, *Dancing Dogs,"” Tiles

o T'elling Why,” Satin Steel (Sh )]

umho Jumbo,” Jes Gru

& ¢Fly,” Spanking Bozo (.44 Caliler)

6. “Father Christmas,” Jimmy G,

7. “Steve Gornall and the Blue Collar Blues
Band," Steve Gornall and the Blue Collar Blues
Band (Blues Factory)

8. *Real Live Luve,” Deborah Veda (Nebula)

9. “Lingo,” Hope Orchestra (Deep Sceen)

:ott Shipmann,” Scott Shipmann,

CUTTING GROOVES

‘The 10 most underrated albums released in
Chriati

ding to el

1993, g to mi
Fuo'an ((huy’x:e liuse_d in no particular nn.lc'r):

o | P ofue:s
Anecdotes, and Undentable Truths,” Cluteh (Egst

h)
4, “Give n Monkey . . ., Fishbone (Columbia)
6. “Pop Smear,” Tho Verve Plpo (LMNOPop!
Music)

&, “Meck Avenue Skull Game," Blg Chlef (Sub

Pap)
7. “Besn Thero" Best Kissers in tho World

{MCA)

8. “Primary Colora: A Rain Forest Rock Musical,"
various artists including dada, Mary’s Danjak,
Chad Smith, Adam Horowitz, School of Flsh,
Toad the Wet Sprocket, and X (Kid Rhino)

9, “Mcdern Life is Rubbish,” Blur (ERG)

10, “Candlebox,” Candlebox (Maverick)

o5t
2. “Pureafunalin,” Pure (Repriac)
3. “This Mid " Hannlbals (

Onthelrown: The rhythm and blues duo Kiara (Greg Charley
and John Winston) — co-owns BCI Records with Don Barden.

By CHRISTINA Fuoco
STAFF WRITER

When Kiara formed in the mid-
19808, they experimented with o
string of genres from ruck to thythm
and Dblues, They also tried out a
seemingly endleas line of musicians.

But when Greg Charley came into
the group, John Winaton knew he was
looking at his band's future.

“We recorded, and then we decided
to kick out the rest of the group,” said
Winston, a Southfield resident.

Az a duo, Kiora had a string of
amoath yet funky rhythm and blues
hits in the late 1980s through the car-
ly. 1990s. When creative differences
plagued their relationship with Arista
Records, the duo decided — ance
ogain — to try it on thelr own. .

‘This time Kiara’s doing it their way

With a help from Don Barden, Ki-
ara has resurfaced with a new single,
“Tell Me,” from their upcoming re:
tease “Candition of the Heart.” Th
album will be released — appro;

ately enough — on Valentine's Day-

on the Detroit-based BCl Rccords.
The label is co-owned by Kiara and

Barden, glving the group a sense of _

freedom they haven't had before,
“It (the album) was produced, writ-
ten and mixed by us in our own stu-

laxed and much more honeat,”

‘The single was released in Novem.:

ber to radio and to record stores.

dio,” Winston said. "It was more re-

Meanwhile, the video, directed Ly ;
Andras Mahr of New York, haa been™;

airing two to three times a day on,.

Seo KIARR, 5AL

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch forin Street Scene next woek:
M The latest concert listings on 1994 happeningn
in the metropolitan Detroit area.

Monday, Jan. 3

PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM

Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Deiro, (jazz)

(313) 832:2355

MARY MCGUIRE AND JULIT KOVACH

Four Greanfields, 3333 N. Woodwaed Ave.,
Ro’u Oalk, {acoustic folk rock)

{810) 280-2902

EIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA

Bid of Poradise, 207 5. Ashiey, Ann Aor.
(bigg band)

£562.8310

Tuesday, Jan. 4

DURAN DURAM

With James at The Palaca of Aubum Hills, ).
75 and Lapear Road, Aubuim Hilts, (pop)
(810} 3770100

CHISEL SROS. WITH THORNTTTA DAVIS

IN CONCERT

Alvin’s, 5756 Cass, Detroit. (hythm and

blues)

(313)832.2355

MICHAEL ZAPORSX)

Fotiowad by Poul Keller/Cory Kocher quartet
at Burg of Paradise, 207 S. Ashiay, Ann A

bor. (solo

662-8311

HAL

With |EC at Bund Pig, 206208 5, First St.,
Ann Arbor, {industnal rock)

9968555

21GUANAS FROM EARTH

Avon Bar & Gal, 3982 W, Autum Road, Ro-
chestet Hills, (acousiic)

(810) 852.2707

Wednesday, Jan. 5

FERMDALS TONIGHT
With hosl John D. Lamb at the Magic Bag.
‘Woodward 8t Nine Mile Rond, Femdale. {va-

nety)

(810) 544.3030

SomKTHatS

Panat Ant, 2357 Coni, Hamumck. (ster-
no

(313) 3654948

T e IR
6628310 ) - (oo pianc)

ASITMELY REQUIIED
With The Aits Badies (members of BOP har.

veyjat Bind PIg. 206-208 S. First St,, Ann
Arbor, !mnmmm rockd

Thursday, Jan. 6

SOMETRES

WY
Gotham City Cafe, 22848 Woodward, north
of Nino Mila Road, Femdae, (aitemative

lodg .
(810) 398-7430
SOME PROPLE’S CHILDEEN
Ain's, 5766 Cass, Detroit. (altemitive
Sihazzuss
(31 2
Fiomaan Reyse Cats, 324 5. St

3 “
Ann Asbor. gooam) . S
(313)682.2770

Soo I CONCERT, 6A




