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ART ON THE EDGE

work: focusing on shadowy sexual per-
suasions at Industry, Javu Coffeehouse
and Gallery 404.

Photographer

uses camera
to see reality

By LiNDA ANN ClHOMIN

SPECIAL WiITER
licia Ghur ducuments o part of life few peo-
ple see ~— female impersonators, transves-
tites and leather fashion shows in stark

black and white photographs,

Last fall she exhibited the erotic, avant-garde
images in her first one person show at the Java
Cuffechouse in Royal Onk.

Using photography’s power to record, Ghural.
1ows the viewer to become o voyeur inside the
counter cultures, Her imoges seem almost cine-
matie like stills from o movie, She merely acts as a
lightning rod attracting all who dare look to com-
plete their own story.

Dressed in black leather outfits with S& M
overtones, the men and women featured in the
Noir Leather lashion shows seem like charncters
in an X-rated movie. in the photographs of the
female impursonators, Gbur captures flecting
moments of their nets unveiling the men’s heavy
makeup and exaggerated feminity in black and
white, .

The question is why would a straight chick
raised in Grosse Pointe want to focus on sexual
persunaians long kept hidden in the shadows?

“I do haesher subjects because it's there, Pho-
tography is n way tu see reality. [t was this whole
different aspect of lifestyle thut you wauldn't see

normelly,” suid Gbur who carned a bachelor of
fine arts degree in phategraphy from Wayne State
University.

“Art is (meant) Lo have people see things they
usually don’t see whether its a drawing, a painting
or a photegraph. It gives them a whole different
way of luoking at (hings, to give them some kind of
insight.”

The series tought her about alternative life.
styles. Initially, Gbur had dreamed up the concept
for a project to fulfill a final photography require-
ment to earn her degree. A bit of a rebel, o bitofa
photojournalist at heart, Ghur sct out with the
help of a male friend to portray the gay nightclub
scene in Detroit.

“I wanted to up my final project but what
I found is, thure's storics behind the people,” said
the multi-talented 25-year-old.
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Counter-
point: Alicia
Gbur por-
trays alter-
native life-
styles in dra-
matic black
and white
images.

LOOKING AHEAD

What to walch for In Street Scene next week:

8 Chriatina Fuoca's i jow with L
# John Monaghan's look at the lateat in alterna.
tive movies.

m During the last 25 years,
The Ark has lnunched the ca-
reers of several folk artists.
This month the venue will
benefit from the Ann Arbor
Folk Festival which will fea-
ture an eclectic lineup includ-
-ing Michelle Shocked, Rich-
ard Thompson and Bela Fleck.

By MARK GALLO
BPECtAL WRITER

There are very few folk musle ven-
ues left in the country that enjoy the
bencvolent sort of reputation that
has been the Ark’s for the past quar-
ter century.

It's therefore appropriate that the
17th annual Ann Arbor Folk Festi-
val, aet for Saturday, Jan. 29, will
serve in part as a fund-raiser for the
Ann Arbor institution.

Both the event and the venue
have served as launching pad and
home away from home for a widely
diverse cast of characters over the

B STREET BEATS

years, Though the sasembled play-
ers at this year's soirew may strike
the purists as too eclectic to Inbel
“folk,” that's precisely where their
collective roots lie.

Michelle Shocked, Richurd
Thompson, Bela Fleck and the
Flecktones, Jimmie Dale Gilmore,
Tish Hinojosa and David Broza will
shaore the stage with the likes of the
House Band, Second Opinion, -
Deadbeat Society and etncee Cheeyl
Wheeler this time out. Sure, it's a
long way fram Tom Paxton and Doe
Watson, but cunsider the following:

» Michelle Shocked, best known for
her “Short, Sharp Shocked” album
and its hits, “If Love Was a Traln,”
“Anchorage’ and “When I Grow
Up,” can trace her roots casily toan
indigenous musical homestead in
Gllmore, Texas, Ruted by eritics
and fans throughout the country, ns
the premicr recording of 1988, it was
a solid seller across the board, which
is about as unheard of in folk circles
ax fying from one gig to the next, as
oppused to gasing up the station
wagon. Its followup, “Captain
Swing,” was n must decided 13
tep, even for our hervine, hut it’s
Louis Jurdan meets Eddie Cochran
grouves and songs like “On the
Greener Side” and “{Don’t You
Mess Around With My) Little Sis-
ter” helped make it a healthy mover
in the record stores as well,

Her Intest effort, though, brings
her full circle, “Arkangas Traveler,”
recorded on the Winnebago inter-
state with an 18-wheeler recording
studio in tow, was released in 1992

vid Broza Saturday, Jan. 29,

to still mure eritical acclaim, It
hurkens back to *The Texas Camp-
" recorded in the mid-
t the Kerrville Folk Featival,
0-Walkmon by British fan
Pete Lawrence and initinlly released
on the British Cooking Viny! label,
The difference here is that there is
a budget anid 1 guest roster from
heaven to splee it up. Ranging from
Pops Staples to Gatemouth Brown,
members of the Band, the Red Cloy

Rautblers, 'Taj Mohal ond The Hot
House Flowers to Uncle Tupelo, Do
Wutson, Alison Krauss and Mi-

lle’s dud, Dollar Bill Juhnston,

e of this “*Arkansus Trav-
cler” li he enormous passion
thut she brings to each tune,

* Huving seen the Michelle

Shocked band, with her dad and

Shock time: Michelle Shocked will play the Ann Arbor Folk
Festival with the likes of Richard Thompson, Bela Fleck and
the Flechtones, Jimmie Dale Gilmore, Tish Hinojosa and Da-

Folk rot sue f estival |

brother in tow, o few years ogo, {
heartily recommend her to anyone
with a tuste for music that hos
sumething to any and a wholly infee-
tious way of imparting the wisdom
— sort of like “Tolk” music,

One of the finest sengwriters on
the planct, Michelle Shucked re-
mains one of the most impessioned
performers out there.

Richard Thompson, through his
affiliation with Fairport Convention,
the pre-eminent British folk agyre-
gation of the late 1960s and eazly
19708, is a name familiar to folk.
rock enthusiaats the world over,
theugh rock fans may be more fa-
miliar with his status as onc of the
must revered electrie guitarists on
the planet.

Fruin 1967, when ho was 17 yeara
old, to 1979, his was the guitar volce
in Fairport, a group that also boast-
ed the vocal talents of Tan
Matthews and, later, Sandy Denny,
Their celectic mix of folk styles with
ruck, blues and bluegrnss made
them a popular attraction on both
gides of the Atlantic, but Thompsen
apted for a sulo career and later ex-
panded that to a duet with his vo-
caliat wife Linda.

‘Their 1982 “Sheot Out The
Lights" was named Album of the
Year by none less than “Rolling
Stane” magazine, and since their
public divorce a few years loter, hiy
reputation has grown even more
staunch, with Capitol releasing one
of his best efforts last year. .

Jimmie Dale Gilmore, o Texas
Iegend on o par with Guy Clark, Joe .
Ely, Townes Yan Zandt snd Jerry
Jelf Walker, hos a pair of vutstand.
ing discs out on the Hightone lobel,
the folks whe brought you Robert
Cray, a5 well as with his new label,
Elektra Entertainment, for whom he!
has the highly recommended “Spin. |
ping Around the Sun” dise, He's
just one of those rare fulks who can
ake the earth open up at a wiggle
of his finger that, naturally, noone
has heard of. -

Bela Fleck is une of the great
bluegrass banjo pleyers alive. Unfor-’
tunately, he doesn’t play a lot of
atraight bluegrass anymore, Like
Dylan opening up the Newport Folk
Featival crowd with his invention of ©
folk music clectricity, though, Fleck :
is dediented to moving the music
into the future,

Tish Hinojusa sings Jike Linda
Runstadt wanted to on her “Can-
ciones de mi Padre” album, A won. |
derful voice, great sungwriting and a 1
sense of slyle that make her the best
*folk" singer In the Southwest this °
side of Deborah Liv Johnson. R

David Broza is saddled with being
on a rock'n’roll label that’s trying to
branch out a bit. Relativity is hardly
the bastion of folk musiciuns, but
Bruza and his Leonard Cohen-ish
delivery doesn’t cure about labels, at
least musical pigeonholing unes.

The 17th annuat Ann Arbor Folk
Festival is at 6 p.m. Saturday, Jun.
29, at Hill Auditorium, 825 N, Uni-
versity, Ann Arbor, For information,
call 764-8350. Tichets, priced ot
$22.50 und $19.50 are uuailablé ot
Ticketmaster outlets, including Herb
David Guitar Studivs, Schoolthids
Records and the Michigan Union.
The Arle is selling $50 patron seats
that are in the first 16 rows, Those
are available by sending a check und
self-addressed stamped envelope to:
The Ark, 113 Adams, Ann Arbor, M
48104, For more information about
patron seating, call 761-1800.

DSO makes overtures to younger crowd

By CHRISTINA Fuoco
STAFY WINTER

To people unfomiline with the sym-
phony, attending a Detroit Symphony
Orchestra concert can seem fntimi-
dating or boring.

Keeping that in mind, the DSO
started “Overtures,” a group geared
to».vun‘l nLtracEin;{_ young, :Jrln}n um:.
ol
the group throw partics in restau-
rants like Joc Mues's in Detroit or Bl
Zocalo in the city’s Mexican Town
district with Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra performances as centerpleces,

“It was to create a setting for young
people to enjoy the symphony tin a)
setting that's not Intimidating or
overly stuffy,” snid Jill Woodward,
public relations dircctor for the DSO.

Steering committee member Lisa
‘Pocnniges said the group hupes to pi-

que o interest in the symphony

namplu the restaurant's dishes,
i

within the to forty-
hing” crowd so they may ene

st in the DSO.

“{1t i} to get young people interest-

ed and involved in the h

vaid that trendy new
restaurants are chosen 8o young
adults can be introduced to them in-
expensively.

The ultimate goal would ba that thgy
would one doy become a subscriber.
There is absolutely no fund raising
(with Overturen), Other groups do
that," suid Tocnniges, a Bloomfield
Townahip resident.

At the last Overtures outing, guest
conductor Hans Vonk led the orchea-
tra through Schumann’s “Symphony
No, 2, Prokafiev's *Violin Concerto
No. 1" and Stravinsky's “Sympho-
nies of Wind Instruments.” Featured
soloist' was the DSO's concertmaster,
violintst Emmanuelle Boisvert, After.
ward, the Overtures group as well os a
few young DSO members, drove to
Joe Muer's in Detroit to chot and to

F from a variely of
hackgrounds attend the Overtures
events,

“One of the couples I met from tho
original committeo, she's an attorney
and he's in recl estate. Anather guy
writes computer programs for chil.
dren. Some of the young musicians
come. It’s a lot of young professionals
— single and marrled,” she said,

Toenniges, whose husband Jeff is
also on the steering committee,
steessed that Overtures is not a for-
mal group. Schedules are sent out at
the beginnlng of cach season to those
who Wl‘Bh to lw,ﬂll the mn}llng Jist,

1] n

*The group is not something you
need to join and we like to stress that.
That way people don’t feel like they
have to make a commitment which is
hard for people our age,” she said.

Toenniges, who studied music in
college, incidentally found out about
Overtures through an article in The
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
five years ago.

The next Overturea outing is on
Sunday, Jan 23, when the group
throws a joint 3:30 p.m. brunch with
the Detroit Inatitute of Arta’ Foun-
ders Junior Council at the DIA’s atri-
um. The brunch will be followed by a
gallery tour and the concert

“That should be a real big one;
they're tw?‘ groups that have a Iql in

can be nny
from 40 people to 80 people and the

hose ma;
any or all of the events,
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Listinga for the concert
should be submitted in writing two
weeks in advance to Christing Fuo-
co, 36251 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia
48150 or by fox at (313) 691-7279.

Monday, Jan. 10

PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit. (022)
832-2355

MRARY MCCUTIE AND JULIT XOYACH
Four Greenfields, 3333 N. Woodward Ave..

8l Oak, (acoustic folk rock)
mapmﬁsoz
BY RAXD NQNT
With the Bird of Poradiss Orchestra, (iked of
Poradise, 207 S, Ashiey, Ann Asbor.
6628310

Tue: Jan. 11 - -
CISE1, BROS. WITH THORNETTA DAVIS

IN CONCERT

Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Delroit. (thythm and
ucs)
B832.2355
:Po«mod by Paul K.
elier/Cary Kocher 2
tat at Bird of Porodise, 207 'S. Asnlcy.ouA:n
. (8010 plana)
662-
FROM EASTH
Avon Bor & Gitll, 3982 W. Aubum, Roches-
ter Hills. {acoustic)
(810) 852:2107
;—’g IBlS%“mSL Royal Oak. {video]
810)589-3344 !
HOMESICX NIGHT
Relro olternative music spun ot Industry, 15
S. Soginow, Pontiac. {retro}

(810) 3341999

Wednesdsy, Jan. 12
TOMIGHT

FERNDALE .
With hoat John D. Lamb at the Magic Bog.
Woodward at Nine Mile Road, Femdale. (va-

Y]
(810) 544.3030
FOUR KANDS
Loonard's, 2101 Bonlsioel, North Campus
Commons, Ann Arbor, (acoustic folk rock}
764-7544

Sna 207 MAM Nnm! (B::oo;un)
@13)662.8310 '

TRIANGLE VISION
With Saucy Jack at Blind Mg, 208-208 S.

Firat St., Ann Arbor.
996.8555

o ——

A . L 3

{810) 334-7401 poc, (bloes)

TFRANX ALLISON

e v
0,

fElU)BL?-?J.{T ¢ d

3.0, 1815 N. Main St., Royal Oak. {retro)

8 3 , ref

MATIOT -
Altemative dance tunes s& by 89X's Dar-
e F o0 wih Sole g 5. anemathe)
(810) 778-0404 i
Jan. 13 .
2A0E
With Dovii's Night st The Ritz, 17580 Fra-
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