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POINTS OF VIEW

Now don’t get me wrong. I don't like
“Beavis And Butthead" cither. I havo
watched bits and pieces on several oc-
casions and, well, frankly, I just don't
getit. I don’t laugh. I don’t even crack
. a smile. I'm not even sure what lines or
antica I'm supposed to laugh at.

One time [ managed towatch a
whole five minutes before I found my
: finger slipping unconsciously to the re-
* mote, my mind already wanting to seck

out The Discovery Channel.

1t's not that I don't have a funny
bone, Ernie Kovacs, Monty Python
and the original “Saturday Night Live"

- were the trinngular cornerstones of my

- comedic upbringing.

Even today, my wife and I chortle

* weekly with “The Simpsons,” now tied
with “Northern Exposure" as our fa-
vorite show on television.

But what I expect lies at the heart of
the great “B&B" controversy is that
we, the baby boomers, have passed un.

‘noticed into the otder generation. Yeah,
_that's right. We're now the pigs, the es-

-tablishment, that awful thing we spent.
most of our youth rebelling against.

aliticians are more realistic to
deal with than ideologues,
N When a politician Iike George
. Bush or Jim Blanchard is defeated, he

y friend Lisa wants to ban Same old arguments

“Beavis And Butthead,” the All I hava to do is listen to the im-

latest pop ph to rat- foned coming from my
tlo the cages of America's cultural contemporaries’ mouths {“It's not fun-
guardiane. ny.” “It's juat stupid.” “It's immoral."

“Tt teaches disrespect for authority."),
then back up a few decades.

That's right. We are espousing the
same arguments our parents made
agoinst rock 'n’ roll, "Laugh-In,” “Sat-
urday Night Live,” et al, The point is
“Beavis And Butthead" are not neces-
sarily stupid, They just don't speak to
our now-older generation.

But they do speak to today’s teenage
one like George Carlin and Steve Mar-
tin did to ours. And 1 suspect “B&B's”
viewers will come through and make
fine contributions to society just like
we did despite our d

GUEST COLUMNISY

=

years later, America is atill here, “The
Simpsons” haven't changed.

The only difference is that the media
circus orchestrated by these same cul-

to the Beatles, the Grateful Dead and
Timothy Leary.

1 also find myself unable to take seri-{

ously the roasting the show has
received from media columnists, par-
ent groups, advertisers and Congress.
Why? Becnuse the arguments are the
some tripe the same groups spouted o
few years ago against “The Simpsona.”

America’s still here

Remember, that show was going to
destroy America, too, Well, it's three

under the guise of reform.

Gov. John Engler swallowed much of
that idealogy. Our state legisl re-

*doesn't call out the army or the nation-
al guard to keep him in office. He gra-

- clously cleans off his desk and turns
over the great seal to his successor.

Among idcologues, the Flat Earth
Society was a rarity. When photos from
U.S. spuce copsules showed the world
indeed was round, the Flat Earth Soci-
ety disbanded.

Most ideologues, however, refuse to
quit. Take Lawrence Reed, president of
the Mackinac Center, the Midland
group that tried to peddle

jected everything but a modified ver-
sion of charter schools (public educa-
tional institutions only; a majority of
certified teachers on the board).

OMichi .

's ‘education
was hijacked . . . a majority of the Leg-
ialature flunked the test,” said Reed,
as if the Magkinac Center had some
God-given right to administer tests. |

Tom Bray, editorial page editor of
The Detroit News, says “it would be
too soon to write off choice, politically,

tly or philsophically. The

charter schools, achools of ““choice,”
and a variety of union busting schemes

Money, media, not ability,
doom politicos like Pursell

lesson of California (where voters re-
jected choice 3 to 1) and Michigan is

tural dians has rushed on to the
next media threat to society: “Beavis
And Buttheod.”

But, Rich, you say, what about the
kids in Ohio who sct o fire after watch-
ing “Beavis And Butthead” or the stu-
dents killed while copying the noctur-
nal highway lay-down in the recent
movie, “The Program™?

About responsibility
First off, stupid people will alwoys
be with us. The trend 1 disagree with is

bility our legal system has ingrained
into our culture, '

‘We, aB private citizens, are no longer
expected to make judgmentas for our-
selves. We are now only victims of tele-
vision shows and advertising which
“coerce’ us into performing owful acts,
It is never our fault, It is the company
or the TV show or the unmarked beer
I;nule, which has forced us to act as we

0.

‘When children see adults setting
this type of example on a daily basis,
why should they feel compelled to be-
have?

If we set a fire, it's the TV show's
fault. If we crash our car, it's the bottle
of beer's fault for lack of labeling. If we
lic on a highway, it's a movie's fault for
showing us such a stunt is possible.

But somewhere between the show's
portrayal and the specific act, o person
made a conscious choice to copy such
behavior. That's a personal action and
a personal responsibility.

Parents, get involved *

Finally, arguments can be made that
younger children may not necessarily
have the developed common sense to
know not to copy behavior viewed on
the television,

where 1 should

the plete lack of p p

not that choice is dead, but that it
needs a lot more thinking and explain.
ing” because public debate “is only
just beginning.”

So why did the extreme form of char.

‘That probably is true. But, that's
porvision sh

vored by the ideologues get beaten?
1 offer these explanati

come in, taking the time to monitor
your child’s programming then dis-
cussing it when what appears on tho
screen deviates from acceptablo behav-
ior,

If we are now blessed with a genera-
tion that blows away tourists or kills
for sneakers or a piece of pizza, it is
because we, the new older generation,
have abdicated the raising of our chil-
dren to the television.

We do not monitor what they watch
or discuss it when they are troubled.
The world they learn through televi-
sion reflects back at them atl aspects of
life: good and bad.

Is it a violent world? Yes. Is it a
harsh world? Yes, Will getting “Beavis
and Butthead” off the air change that?
No. Will removing all the violence and
sex from our TV change that? No.

Unfortunately, in our present cultur.
al state of mind, campaigning to get
*“Beavis And Butthead” off the airis a
lot casicr than facing up to how we
raise our children and how, maybe, our
examples as adults have come up lack-
ing.

Go figure,

Richard Rothrack, a freelance writer
and Farmington Hills resident, is em-
ployed by the Farmington Public
Schools.

Hey ideologues, follow Flat Earth Society, quit

of many respected and respectable

m'Parents know kids learn from teach-
ers, not from abstractions like the “free
market” and “competition.”

& The ideologues were at war with
public schools, using code words like
“vouchers" and “choice" to conceal the
fact that nonpublic schools are prone
to “cherry picking” or “creaming” —
skimming off the bright kids who are
easicst and cheapest to educate, and
teaving the cabbage heads behind for
the public schools to deal with. Legis-
{ators and the public weren't fooled by
the code words,

® The ideologues, while targeting pub-
lic schools, used the Michigan Educa-

ter schools, “choice,” parental vetoes of | tion Association, with its warts and
e A .

alleged cost

as a dummy target. For all its

and various union clipping notions fa-

institutional fauits, MEA is composed

A b iran's od :nal Y

s t
are 156 years old: Free public educa-
tion is a right of all kids. Funding pub-
lic schools is the Legislature's duty;

Censorship won’t correct the world’s evils

supervising public schools is Lansing's :

job, delegated since 1908 to the State
Board of Education. Private schools
have a right to exist and are protected,
but never can expect to share in tax
dollars — never.

The Reeds, Englers, DeVoses, Brays

and other ideology peddlers should fol-

low the lead of the Flat Earth Society:
Quit.

Tim Richard reports rcgularly on the
local implications of state and regional
events. His touchtone voice mail num-
ber is (313) 953-2047 ext. 1881.

arl Pursell, the former from
Plymouth, announced ist weck he was
. withdrawing from the race for the Repub-
Hean nomination for the U.S. Senate.

I've known and admired Carl for more than
20 years. As a county commissioner, state sena-
tor and then U.S. representative, he was dili-
gent, sensible, committed and honest. That's
more than you can say about a lot of politicians
who went as far as Carl did.

And his departure from the race speaks vol-
‘umes about what has become of our political
.8ystem.

Firat, the corrosive infestation of big money.

To mount campaigns for nomination and
election to the U.S, Senate in a big state like
Michigan, you've got to figure on raising some-
thing like $6 million.

Hero's what that means in practical terms. If
you start two years in advance, you have to raiso
$57,692.30 each and every week to reach the $6
million goal. Try it; it ian't easy.

Carl tried. But he told me over tho weekend:
“As [ got more and mora involved in the race, 1
found 1 had to spend so much of my time asking
for money, and very little time discussing the
substantive issues.”

Not only that, but the reality of today's politi-
cal giving s that a candidate hes to travel
around the country sucking up to the apecial

“interoat groups and the political action commit.
tees. “1 observed that legislators were traveling
tho country to ralso millions of doilars for their
races. Raising money all over the country is not
my way of representing the people of Michi-
gan.”

How many times do ambitioua politicians

" have to aell thoir souls to the devil in quest of
the money to run? I don't know and youdon't .
know exactly, but the majority of the American
public who view the political system with dis-
taste and cynicism has good grounds for suspi-
cion.

Second, the vital importance of early media
coverage that dubs a candidate aa cithera front-
8 runner or somchow exciting. .

1fonly becauss he's nat particularly char-
{smatlc and certainly not a candidate fora
conterfold in Playgir], Carl got hurt by the me-

B dia. Bill Ballenger, in his Inside Michigan Poli-
tics newsletter, called him *'a garrulous framp.”
Hugh McDiarmid, in the Detroit Free Proas,

R anded his column on Carl with a “zzzze.”
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H To mount campalgns for noml-
nation and election to the U.S.
Senate In a big state llke Michl-
gan, you've got to figure on rals-
Ing something like $6 milllon.

That's too bad becauso Carl doeen’t deserve
the rap. He's bright as blazes, so much so that
he was the author of one of the only plans to cut
the federal deficit that had any chance of
succeeding,

And ho has his values in the right place; he
came home every weekend to live the life of an
ordinary citizen who happena to be part of the
political system. “Most congressmen live year-
round in Washingten and retumn for a fund-ra-
{ser or ribbon-cutting éeremony. This system is
wrong," Carl said.

And because the system is tho way it is, those
who want to vote in the Republican primary
will bo denfed the chance to vote for a candidate
with strong credentials and a sclid bacl d
of public service. That's too bad — for Republi-
cans, for Michigan voters and for our country.

‘When will we ever learn that our political sys-
tem is so tainted that it threatons to destroy
both the officeholders who persistently refuse to
reform it and, in the bargain, the country which
needs good g ing and gets bk
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for caver boys?
Phil Power ia chairman of the company that h
owns this You can leavea

for him at (313) 953-2047, mailbox 1880.
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