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Lions take on
new challenge

he International Association of Lions Clubs

began in 1817 when a Chicago businessman

named Melvin Jones convinced a group of
his compatriots to join him in a club that would
be devoted to community service rather than a
typical fraternal organization.

The idea of helping others grew and the con-
cept became international when a group of Lians
in Detroit inced 2 number of busi in
Windsor to join. The Lions’ membership of 1.4
million are located in 180 countries and geo-
graphic arens,

Early on, the Lions, at a national convention,
were challenged by Helen Keller to become a
champion of the blind and deaf.

The Lions accepted a part of the challenge
and from that time have been known for helping
the blind. Liona pay for eyo exams and glasses
for school children, provide fi ial nasi
to many programs devoted to sesisting the viau-
ally handicapped and provide Braille transcrip-
tions,

A now challenge is the prevention of blind-
ness. [ ional health organizations have
told the Lions there are 40 million blind people
in the world of whom 80 percent or 32 million
need not have last their eyesight.

Around the world the Lions are striving to
provide the funds to establish an endowment
fund of $200 million that will provide the ongo-
ing programs that will prevent a future 32 mil.
Yion people from losing their eyesight.

The programs will establish education and clin-
ics to fight river blindness in Africa, which is caused
by infection resulting from bathing in unclean
rivers; glaucoma in Indin; and juvenile dinbetes, &
lending cause of blindness in the United States,

Other programs are designed to convinco peo-
ple that substance abuse also creates blindness.

‘The effort will not happen overnight, but the
Lions are determined to be successful in this
worldwide community service.

Locally, there are two programs that are
meant to aid the blind in becoming mobile and in
coping with everyday life. The white cane has
been zccepted nationwide as a symbol for the vi-
sually handicapped.

Many years ago three Lions from the Detroit
aren recognized the need of many blind people to
be able to mave about, held a job and be some-
what independent. Leader Dogs for the Blind
was organized and has grown to such an extent
that more than 9,000 dogs have been trained
and placed, Leader Dogs are now known around .
the world and people from all countries come to
Rochester for their training and pairing with a
Lender Dog. .

Currently, Leader Doga for the Blind is pro-
viding 360 dogs per year and is the largest such
facility in the world. The dogs are provided at no
cost except for the individunl's transportation to
Rochester and in many cases a hometown Lions
club will even help with that cost.

In another case, a local Lions member learned
of a blind Farmington Hills resident who was
having a problem with his job. It turned out that
thero were two blind men assembling items at a
Farmi: Hills busi; but their
was in o “clean room” that would not tolerate
dogs. The dogs, however, were necessary for the
gentlemen to get to the work position.’

A representative from Leader Dog intervened
and it was soon evident there was room for tho
placoment of two cages to accommodate the dogs.
The Farmington Aren Lions picked up the cost of
the two cages and now two handlcapped peaple
can remain in the work force, make their way in
the busineas world and maintain their senso of
accomplishment.

Tho Lions have always operated on the creed
that al} money raised through public donation
must ba returned to the publie. No public funds
are used in the operation of tho club, The Lions
prido themselves that people trust that dona-
tions will be used in a meaningful manner.

The Farmington Area Liona donated to 30 dif-

feront causes and or groups in past year. The do-
nations ran the gamut from the Lions Club
International Foundation, for the worldwida pre-
vention project, through Leader Dog and other
state and district projects to oye exams and
glasaes for school children.

The least donation - from a financial aspect »
was the donation of white canes to local residenta
but vary important to the individuals who want to
retain a sense of independence and a quality of life.

Another example of the public’s gencrosity is
giving the Lions their used oyo glassea for pro-
cesaing and rouse whero needed. In the :
Farmington area, 3,000 pairs of glasacs wore col-
lected and shipped to Muncie, Ind,, where tho .
Lions have established a procesaing conter.

I have spoken of the many accomplishmonts of
tho Lions but it comes right down to the fact that
tho gencroua support of the general publicis

what enables the Lions to help the many groups.

Dick Carvell is a Farmington resident, 37-year
member of various Lions Club chapters and ac-
tive with the Farmington Historic Museum.
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One lock at their faces says
they’ve endured a lot of pain.

. - Inside the children at St. Vincent
and Sarah Fisher Conter are the
scars of peoplq severely abused and
neglected by their parents.

Thoy were yanked from the only
homes they knew and lived with
one foster care family after anoth-
er. No one could provide tho control
they needed. And after everything

" _else failed they were sent to the
‘Inkster and 12 Mile complex in
Farmington Hills, - !

First chance -

A bright light in this dismal story
is an adoption program that bogan
about 8 yeara-ago. Since then, the

-Sarah Fisher Conter has arranged

20 adoptions including ono that in-

| volved a 15-year-old girl, according

to Betty Speyer, 8t. Vincent and

. Sarah Fishor Center director of
- agoncy relations, - - L.

+.. The teen's nightmare began when

-.she was abandoned at 2 manths old’

and left with a woman who abused

- her, She was sent to a shelter and

as finolly taken to Sarah Fisher
here sha lived for four years. © '.”

The.angry, uncooparative child

ho first came to the conter was

with her n‘a. ,moth‘giil,‘Spqur said.

ransformed by the:time sho left .

Last resort

full of *

give treatment to try and undo the trauma
288 youngsters endure, A new adoption program
+. . givesgome of these children a chance,

Finally a happy chapter in (il'l other-
wise dismal life. )
‘This young girl's story isn't isolate

Our job i to build their self-cstecrn
and to show the kids they are wor-
thy of love, Thoy’ve been rejected

Sarah Fisher offers hope in dismal lives
oy Childrensentfoit.he.St.V‘mcentapd' Sarah ; ‘

Fisher Center have been dealt a life
. .abuse and neglect, The center provides inten-

over and over again from ono foster -

care family to another.”

The original idea of a home-like
setting is maintained since the
children still live in cottages, Even
though the facility is owned and
sponsored by the Daughters of
Charity al"SL y&ncenz DePaul, it is

ed. Thirty mora children at Sarah
Fisher nced adoptive paronts,
Speyer said.

Center history *
Children sent to tha 60-acro fa- '

cility require a lot of structure and
treatmont when they arrive, The
extensive care pushea up the cost of
keeping these children, who live in

* g residential sotting, a cancopt that

began when Sarsh and Charles
Fisher, ona of the brothers who es-
tablished Fisher Body, built the
complex in 1929,

It was to be an orphanage pat-
torned after the lauded European
facilities that stressed the need for
homoe-like settings, Cottagea at
Sarah Fisher housed children.. *

The concept of orphanages was

‘phased out,” however, when
fichizan onted to deinstitutional

ize care for young children. Sarsh

. Fisher becamo a residential treat-
-ment centor for emotionally dis-
turbed children 6 to 1hildren in

residontinl settings, like Sarah
- -Fishar, whon everything else fails.

1. In fact, Speyer
said, she couldn't think of one child
at Sarah Fishor who is Catholic,

. Cloge to+100 percent of the chil-
dren have been sexually abused.
For more thon 40 percent of the
children, their situations at home
are ‘so terrible they have been
named permanent wards of the

. court and will nover return home,

Money follsshort - o
* Sarah Fisher is licensed to houss

- tion. Between 500 and 600 teens

. keop coming back and since the

60 children and at éno point this -

year the count was down to 48 chil-
dren. The decline in money creates
a hardship. :

“It was devastating for us,” -

Spoyer sadd. “We wero operating at

" full coat with a great deal less in-
‘come. If it was bocause there waa

leas of & noed that would be won-
derful, But we know there are chil-
dron wha are out there who weren't
getting the help thoy needed.”

Sarah Fisher hosn't received a:,
rate-increaso for four years and’
“our costs have risen,” she said..

me'nqua of the children rise withi

> children nnd especially these chil-.

+programs and properly fund

ARON LEMIZUX/STAFY PHOTOCRATIER

igh talks with Sarah Fisher residents as they tackle a math problem on a computer,

Sarah’ Fisher Center is paid .
$131 daily for each child and runs .
on & $6 million annual budget with
80 percont coming from the state
and 20 percent from fund-raisers.

Widoe ranging programs
Other services include recruiting
and arranging foster care, as well as
a day-care program for the public.
Pregnant ond parenting teens
also are offered prenatal instruc-
tion, us well as child-care informa-

aro helped annually through this

program. .

Volunteers, in many different
capacities, are éssential. The most:
important role they play is to show
thesa youngsters that someone will

children know they're not getting
paid their commitment is even
maore valued, Speyer said. - :
Using volunteers is one way to'
defray costa, but withholding stato—
support is not a good long-term’
way to save money, Speyer said.” .
“They'ro not going to bo able to*
build snough prisona to hold the -
products of these homes if there *
ian't prevention,” she said, *Every.’
single person should call their leg-:
islators and let them know that -
children have te ba a priority, alt-

dren who are the throwaway kida, -
which are tho kids we get. They.
have to look at more prevention”

1 in volunteering."

The first choice is to keep child
in their homes and the noxt o_pﬁnn‘

is foster care, ' ¢

. BRI
“. " “We're sort of the last rom;r‘t,"

ing sevority of |

: For instance, o lot of the childron
today - hove ~suicidal *thoughta. .
Sexually abused childron also are:

idored active and’

Speyer said; “You can't im

"what these kids have gone through.

rioed almost constant supervision,

: Anyone

ot _Sarah Fisher' should:call.

. Coierse at 626:1086. .

'318)626.,7627,, For more informa-:.
ion about becoming foster parents .
or'adoptive parenta, call Jud,
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P (oot
ter-faith marringes.

Take Susan and Jim Walker. She’s Jewish and
ho was born and raised o strict Roman Catholic.
‘Boforo thoy married, Jim became involved in a
Protestant church and then a Moravian church.

Whon thoy were dating, Suaan sald, she was
thrilled ho wanted to understand her culture botter

and sensiti

ity are koy to in-

5 divid

. nng ﬁmt he wanted to understand the Jewish faith.
y h

d is a unique i 1,” Susan

sald,

She took him to the Birmingham Temple in

Farmington Hills, ond he liked it 80 much that he
joined Rabbi Sherwin T. Wine's clnssos on the his-
tory of tha Jowish peaple. Co
-d;}gu was extremoly committed to this,” Susan
added. -
8o much so that he bacamo confirmed at the
Birmingham Temple.

.Dunl celobrations
“Wo celet the

holid

in the symbolic tra-
ditiona,” Susan snid. “During Hanukkah wo light
candles, and we have a Christmes tree, Jim in-
siats on having only white lights on the treo,
Nothing olso. We celebrate Christmas with his
family and Honukkah with mine.”

Like in ovory marringe, in-lawe play a ralo.

that join faiths have a prayer.

Dilemmas of dating .

Dealing with the iseues of religion woron't al- ’

ways 20 easy, capecially when Jim and Susan
wore dating. Susan worried nbout the problems
thoy could face and even conaidered onding the
relationship. .
“But he’s mado everything very easy,” Susan

:‘t\lldod. “I think that's what was always there, was ~
] > )

Susan snid, however, her parents were pti
of her marriage to Jim and wera content that she
was happy. . -

Also the road had been paved somewhat when
Susan's brother married a non-Jew and the initinl
shock toward an inter-faith marriage waa gone.

. “And they ware thrilled that Jim was con- .

firmed,” Susan added, .

When they have children, they will be raised
Jowish, which Susan’s parenta will also appreciate.

The Walkers don't agree with the idea of let-
ting children decide their religion. -

*“Wo think thoy noed guidance,” Susan zaid.

They also ded the int teurn] marei:
workshop at Birmingham Temple and they delved

into issues about dealing with families, children;
N relationships, the holidaya and onn *

from other people, o .
“Through sharing experiences you kind of

.lenrn about how other people are handling differ-

ent things,” Susan said. . L ' -
- Similar concerns are faced by people of othér
roliglons, : 2 o N
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