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Frozen water pipes can carry chilling damage

H
BY BILL COUTANT
STAFF WRITER

While sprinkler systems have
proven thelr worth in fire preven-

- tign; recent problems with freeze

ing pipes ore a reminder that they
must be maintained.

““What you seo over the holi-
days is businessea that shut down
for a weekend or longer,” said Lt.
M'iku Garr, a fire prevention spe.
cinliat with the Farmington Hills
Flre Department.

*Thoy come back Monday to
find that the pipes (for the sprin-
kler system) have frozen and

urst. There's a phenomenal

from one littlo pipe.”

Sadly, some Farmington Hills
businesses have found out about
water damage the hard way.

In the case of the Honey Treo
restaurant in Hunter’s Squore
shopping center at Orchard Lake
and 14 Mile, the sprinkling sys-
tem’a pipes were above a dropped
ceiling, which nlllowed them to

damage, but rily closed

Garr sald.

the bueiness, Garr said.

But the cold weather doesn't
just hit businesscs with sprink-
ling systems, Because many peo-
ple leave town for several doys
during the holidays, there Is a risk
if they turn the th down

ings, are kept above freczing. And
i ing in an ol fc moni.

o

Fire codes don't allow busil
es to turn off their automatic
sprinkler systems cxcept for ser-
vice, and then only after thoy con-
tact the fire departmeont.

should moke sure

too low, A faucet that broke at o
residence on Blrcherest Way in
Farmi Hills did i

freeze over the Chri weok-
end. In thot case the awner had
turned down the heat to conserve
energy.

Flooding from burat pipes ot
the Maria Montessori School on
13 Mile over the New Year's
weekend not only caused water

water damage New Year's night.
Another realdence where the
underground lawn sprinkling sys.
tem was not “blown out” before
winter weanther hit ended up cost-
ing a resident thousands in dam-
age to his basement because of

arcas where sprinkler pipes are
out of sight, such as mechanical
roome, closets and dead space be-
tween ceilings and dropped ceil-

toring system of some type can
prevent dlsnstor, Garr said,

A strobe light that is activated
when the sprinkling system mal-
functions ie part of the equipment
in many newer buildings in Farm-
ington Hilla.

“It just tells someone passing
by clhnL there is a problem,” Garr
said.
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The cost of such a system lﬁ
minute compared to that of water™y
damage. An office building on 4
Northwestern Highway that was |
partly vacant end unheated had ¢
about $100,000 in water damage...
because of a burat pipe about five;
yeors ago, Garr said. :‘Q
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“Most of the time the attitude
is, it can’t happen to me,’ " Garg
soid. -
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amount of water that can flow
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i_.;Join The Farmington Area YMCA
* January 3-16, 1994
'AND SAVE $100!

You can workout anywhere
...But, You belong at the YMCA!
Financial Assistance Available
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V4 Mile North of 12 Mile

Located at the corner of
7 Mile & Farmington
in Livonia
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; piscover DeGIULIO .
FOR YOUR NEW KITCHEN i
« for distinctive cabinetry with very special features
« for choices in wood, lacquer, or laminate finishes - S : :
. . [ 1) H
s for a design service with truly innovative concepts When you ne,ed more than a w |
o hedule installation by DeGiulio personnel place to live, we're here to help. §
. or on-schedule installa n by 10 p Our catered living program allows Grand River Village's catered living 34
§ mony senjors to continue to live program provides many older adults
bus);d!actlveh H\:’cs. We rhclp' by lt:}e torpn;tunit{ to ’matilr:u:innt:
DEARBORN SHOWROOM LIVONIA SHOWROOM D o o hoose. lncluding 5 ousing. Our aifordable monthl
s N delicious meals dally, monitoring of rajes provide you with your own
15150 Century Drive 33250 West Six Mile Rd. self-administered  medications, beautiful single story garden .
N housekeeping, laundry, apartment where you can live H
(S. of Michigan, off Greenfleld) | {Corner of Farmington Rd.) transportation, Grand River Village life your way, even :
hi i d h h d :
Call 313 271-4990 Call 313 422-1100 other scevices. OF FARMINGTON HILLS e extranelp. |
810-476-7478 :
. . s Please clip and mail to Grand River Vill .
ee KITCHENS & BATHS displayed with full accessories, :G;::r;::;vgrl}::llug: ° ":" Ploasn csn"“] :
e o o s rand RIver Ave. 810) 476-7478 , |.
¥ and work counters, plumbing fixtures, appliances. ngigfﬂt“;{;gg River | Esrmington Hila, Wt 83as " i
. Farmington Hills | Addross |
' Showroom fours: 9-6 daily; 9-4 Saturdays. Free estimates 1S oy 0028 Snday @ T i— we—w— |
: MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!




