In concert /...« ‘Philadelphia’ is heavy on education

DAVID BINGIY
Orchestia Hall, 3711 Woodwikd Ave., Do-

voll,
(313) 9623610
HOT FOOTIN' PUDOIN'

X
With Tyrone's Powerwheel and hiss Me
Slcrenmlng at 3.0, 1815 N. Maln S1., Roy-
ol
Oak, (funky, aitemative tock)
1(810) 5893344

riday, Jan. 21

STORMER AND TWO BLUT
Acoustic  Avenuo Coffechouse, First
jMothodist Church, Woadward Avenue Bt
l.eng. Femdale. lc}
(810)548-1473
{ THK RIRD BISTERS
La Cosa Music Seriea ot Birminghom Unl-
tarian Church, 851 N. Woodward Ave., (ot
Lone Pina), Birmingham, (acoustic)
(810) 646-4950
» JOHN D, LAMS
i Detrotter, Dotroft, {acoustic rock)
+(313) 963.3355
 DISCIPA!

Iy

TLU's, 2930 Jocob, Homirameh. (syn-
theslzes-influenced rock)
| (313) 8756555

KO TAYLOR
ho Majestic, 4140 Woodward, Detroit.
biues) .

. (313)833-9700

MUTUAL ADMIRAYION SOCIETY

Pegnsus In the Fisher, 3011 W, Giand
+ Bivd,, Dcllull.élgﬂ)

' (313) 87574

1 ICEMAKERS OF THE REVOLUTION

+ Alvin’s, 5756 Cass, Detroit, (altemative

B l0ﬂ2
) (313) 832.2355

! FOURHANDS

. Gotham City Cafe, 22848 Woodward,
1 Femdate. {ncoustic folk tock)

! (810)398-74;

! BICHAEL ZAPORSK!

« Fotiowed by Ron Brooks Trio ot 8kd of
. Pflndlsd. 207 S. Ashley, Ann Arbor. (solo
+ piang

| (313)662.8310

. CROSBED WIRE

+ With Train of Thought ol Blind Pig. 206-
+ 208 S, First St., Ann Arbor,

1 {313) 996-8555

+ LODSE BTOOLS

* With Tha Meat ot Grr's Gdll, 43 N, Sogi

© naw, Pontiac.

- (810} 334.9292

' DOVRHBOYS
With Antenna and Horse ot St. Andrew's.
Halt, 431 E. Congress, Deuoit. (alierna-
tive ro;lg

. (313} 961-MELT
HEAVY METAL HORNS -

. Sully’s, 4758 Greenfield Road, Dearbain,
* (313)846:1920

- BLUEBADERS
Soup Kitehen Satcon, 1585 Frankin St..
- Detrolt, (blues/RAB)
(313)259.1374
ALIAKD ALEXANDER TRIO
Pear City, 27522 Northwesiern Highway,
Southfield, (azz)
(810) 354.3700
JAMES WAVLIN
Q Club, 29 S, Soginaw, Pontiac. (blues)
| (810) 334.7401
. TRABH BRATS
* The Ritz, 17580 Frazho, Rosewile, {glam
rodg
(810) 778.6404

BENT LUCY
With Wieheod and Vision Stain a1 Fin.
ney's Pub, 3965 Woodward Ave., Detroit.

{rock)
{313)831-8070

SLAM CIRCUS
The Ritz, 17580 Frozho, Rosevilie. {fock)
{810} 7786404

Saturday, Jan. 22
JOHN D, LAMS
Detiolter Bar, 649 Bepublen, Detrolt.

{acoustic)

(313} 963.3355

QREEN

Accidents ond the Detenrants

THE PRETTY
With )Hapy
at Uli's, 2930 Jocob, Hamtsamek. (ofter-
notive r
(313)875.6555
BLUE DO
With Urban Voodoo Juice at Impound,
17320 Harper (cast of Coclous) Detroit.
(313)884.9441

AL ADM{RATION SOCIETY
Pegasus In the Fisher, 3011 W, Grand
Blvd., Datroit. Yazz)
(343}875.74

THELUDDITES
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Dotrolt. {folk rock)
{313)832.2355

FOURHANDS

Urban Coffechouse, 1201 W. Lofayetie,
Datroit. (acouslic folk fock)

(313) 965-7040

MARY MCOUIRE

Brendan's Pub, 33210 W. 14 Mile Road,
West Bloomfiekt, (acoustic fotk rock)
(810) 855.6220

MICHAEL ZAPORSKIE

Followed by Ron fzocks Tro ot Bird of
Pacadise, 207 S. Ashley,Ann Ao, {s0i0

no)
5 6628310

SCRAWL

with Resticom Pocts ot Blind Pig, 206.
208 S. First St., Ann Arbor. (rock)

(313) 996.8555

WAKA JAWAKA

With 3rd Nature o1 Gnff's Gall,49 N, Sagl-
naw, Pontiac.

(810} 334-9292

BLUEROSE

Soup Kitchen Satoon, 1585 Franktin St.,
Deteoit, (blucs;n& B)

(313) 259-1374

ALJ AND ALEXANDER YRIO

Pead Cily, 27522 Northwesiem

Highwoy. Southfield. (az2)

{810) 354.3700

JAMES WAYLIN

QClub, 29 S. Saginaw, Pontiac, {blues)
{810)334.7401

INSIOE OUT

Performs _olong with Day Twenty-Eignt,

tic violence sheltef. (hard rockin® women).
(313)961-MELT

BOBMARGOLIN
Sully's, 475G Greenfickd Road, Dearboen,

(btues)

(313)846-1920

DISCOFEVER

Disco ondt house music dance Aight at
1515 Biopdway, one block east of Wood-

ward Avenue, Detroit.
(313) 927.DAM?

CAELUMBLISS

Finncy's Pub, 3965 Woodward Ave., De-
toit. {gothic allernative rock)
(313)831.8070

SLAM CIRCUS

With The Providers at The Ritz, 17580
Frazho, Roseville. {rock)

(810) 778-6404

Sunday, Jan, 23

OVERTURES

Classicot music series oimed bt those
pes 20-40. Pre-concert byunch at the
Detront Instilute of Arts foliowed by DSO
concend at Orchestia Hall, 3711 Wood:
ward Ave., Detrait, {clos:

(313)833.3700

]
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of area songwriters which would
ogain create a “creative atmos-
phere.” That's the kind of envi-
ronment in which he grew up.
~However, his father hit many ob-
stacles,

For example, while performing
under the name Johnny Angel,
John Angelos’ song “Rock 'n’ Roll
Kids" was chosen by Billboard
magnzine o its pick hit. But just

_as the song wan nbout to he re.
teased to the public, l!in zm:unl

in Pontine, .
Lven then, their tight playin
and professional attitude hinted
at fulure success, In March, the
bund will record their debut re-
tense ut The Bone Yard, a new
studiv in Warren owned by Benja-
min Ridley of SisterSeed and

Blue Nation.

n every show Angelos cxudes o
care-free nttitude. You won't hear
any pulitical ronting and raving
from his rock band, he said,

“[ think politici should do

compnny, Scepter, went
“He was always on the verge of
making it hig and then something
wauld happen,” he said.
' Su far, year-old Lemon Juice
* hos been mildly suceessful in a
“varlety of clubs, including the
,.hard rocking Ritz in Roseville,
The alternotive rock venue St
* Andrew's Holl in Detrolt han been
a supporter since Lemon Juice’s
* enrly days. Only a few months af-
. ter the band was formed, the club
’ hooked Lemon Juice to play the
“Clutch Cargo birthday party ot
the Phoenix Center Amphitheatre

politics, and musicians should do
music,” he soid. ‘Basically, I'm
just  writing music from the
heart.”

And his mission Is a simple
ane,

] just hupe they (the fans) en-
juy them (the songs), have a good
time, and groave,” he said.

Lemun Juice performs on Sat-
urday, Jan. 22, at Paychech’s
Lounge, 2932 Caniff, Hamtramek.
For more information, call (313}
874-0909.

By JonN MONAGHAN
BrrcIaL WRITER

11 good Intentions always meant
good movies, then “Philadelphia
would be a resounding success,
Political correctness is stamped
across every frame of this story
about an AIDS victim who seeks
]uln,uce when he's fired from his
Job.

Cinematographer Tek Fujimo-
to, behind the camera on all of
Demme's recent movies, fills the
opening credits  with  rolling
scenes of Philadelphin’s suburbs
anid ghettos. Bruce Springsteen
singa earnestly on the soundtrack
while hand-written credits add a
personal touch.

So why did the rest of director
Jonathan Demme’s much-antici-
pated film Jeave me lukewarm?
Probably because it manipulates,
not cynically, but with the unot-
tainable goal of pleasing everyone
with hcuv;:-hund;d‘ contrasts of
M and 4 hol

- | MOVIES

logue that robs the main relation-

ship of even the slightest nuance,
Other cheracters, especially
Antonio Banderas as the dying
lly o8

and Washi in thelr ngpNeq.-‘.

The
which take up a good third of the
film, lose their power be:‘.m:u thle'_

tive roles. Hanks, who shed aomp
30 pound:'; to depict the physical:

cafe seems 80 O

some doubt had been placed on

Beckett's work petformance, if he

hadn't been so one-dimensional
ding, there could have

man's Jover, serve
scenery. Ho logs the movic's only
subtle moments because ho has
so1lttle to do,

Denzel Washington plays attor.
ney Joe Wheeler, who retuctantly
agrees to the case despito his per-
sonal objections to homosexuals,
He believes that his client An.
drew Beckett (Tom Hanks), him-
sell a hotshot lawyer, was set up
by his high-powered firm to botch
& major case.

We know Beckett's innocent.
After an important file is mis-
placed and then retrieved at the
last minute, these good old boys,
led by n distinguished Jason Ro-
bards, fire him on grounds of in.
Beckett believes that

gowtl lawyers and bad lawyers. It
begs its sudience to both cheer
and tear,

Education is at the heart of
“Philadelphia” and for this it
should be hailed. Still,
screenwriter Ron Nyswaner treats
the movie like propaganda, filling
it with high-minded, stilted dia.

they discovered that he had
A

‘The legal angle, according to o
Jawyer friend, was handled impec-
cably. Though Miller’s line of
questioning  seems ahbsurd ot
times, it strikes at the root of a
case based on the public percep-
tion of homosexuals,

and
been at lenst somo suapense.

Likewise, there are few sur-
prises in the personal relation-
whips. You know that Miller is
golng to alter his views and be-
come more tolerant of gays.

There’s also the predictable
contrast between the stogie-
chumping members of the legal
community and Beckett's real
fomily, led by mother Joanne
Wood 1, U tive,

caused by AIDS,
will most likely grab the gold-
come Oscar time. 4

Violins used to signal
ducts in the old moviea, “PI
delphia* employs an entire opern, .
with Hanks swaying in ecatasy to
the sounds of Maria Callaa on the
sterco while. Washington's eies
well up. Well over two hours into
the film, as friends and family
members file past Beckett in the
hospital, I felt not so much moved
as Indoctrinated.

Criticizing a movie like “Phila..
delphia” won't please those right-’
ly 'hnil it as Hollywood's first’

tear
hita-

smiling bravely through the court
proceedings, they come off as
plastic TV commercial-style ver-
}(Iunn of the ideal American fami-
y.

‘This comes as a surprise from
director Jonothan Demme, who
has managed to create anything
but predictable characters in his
dozen or so films, The director of
“Melvin and Howard” and "Si-
lence of the Lamba" scems un-
comfortable in the world of mega-
budgets and big-name stars.

Which {sn't to belittle Honka

of 'S
AIDS crisis. Twenty years from:
now, 1'd prefer to look back on
moviea like “Longtime Compdn-
jon,” & 1990 independently pro-
duced drama twice as honest as a
dozen heavy-handed “Philadel-
phies.” .

1If you have a comment for John
Monaghan, call him at 953-2047, N
mailbox 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, or write to him care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia, MI 48150,

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
altemative movie theaters across
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

B DEYROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200

'vodward Ave,, Detroit. Call 833-
2323 for information, ($5)

“Blue” (France/Poland —
1993), 7 and 9:30 p.m, Jan. 2122,
4 and 7 p.m. Jan. 23. When her
husband, n renowned composer,
dies with their children in an ac-
citlent, o desperate woman {(Ju-
liette Binoche) attempts to
disconnect from the world as well
as her past. This nightmare of
grief, directed by Krysztol'
Kiealowski, shawed up on a num-
ber of last year's 10 best lists.

B KINOYEK

Capito) Theatre and Arts Centre,
121 University, Windsor, Call
519-971-5160 for information,
($4.50)

*Providence” (France/Britain
— 1977),9 p.m. Jan, 22-24. This
bitter tale, directed by Alan
Resnals, focuses on a secretly
hateful writer (John Gielgud) who
recrentes the characters of his day
life through a drunken revelry

alone at night. Ellen Burstyn, Da- |

vid Warner and Dirk Bogartle cos-
tar,

H MAGIC BAG THEATER
22918 Woodward, Ferndale, Call
544- 3030 for information. ($4)
“Tommy" (Britain — 1976), 8
p.m. Jan, 20. Ken Russell's over-
the-top film veraion of The Who's
rock opera features stellar perfor-
manees by Eric Clapton, Tina
Turner and Elton John.

M MAIN THEATER

118 N. Mein St, at 11 Mile Road,
Royal Oak. Films play through at
least Thursday. Call 542-0180 for
information and show times.
{$6.50, $4 students, $3 twilight/
matinee)

“King of the Hill" {USA —
1994). Stephen Soderberg (“sex,
Hew, and videotape™ and *Kafka')
directed this tale of o boy's com-
ing-of-age during the Dep i

*The Piane” (New Zeatand —
1993}, through Dec. 6 (call fur
show times), Jane Campion di-
rected this stunning tale ofa
mute womnn who arrives in the
New Zealand bush as part of an
arranged marriage. While her
husband (Sam Neill) Jeaves her
cold, she carries on a bizurre rela-
tivnahip with a neighboring set-

tler (Harvey Keitel).

“Schindler's List” (USA —
1993), Stephen Spielberg directed
this uncompromising tale of Os-
kar Schindler (Linm Neeson), o
war profiteer and Nazi crony who
protected and saved the lives of
more than 1,000 Jews during the
Holueaust. Expect big things from
this one around Oscar time.

Sl MAPLE THEATER

4135 W, Maple Road, Bloomficld,
Call 855- 9090 for information.
(85.75, $3.95 matince, $2.95
wilight)

“Heaven and Earth™ (USA —
1993). Oliver Stone directed thin
account of a Vietnamese woman's
experiences in both her native
1and and in America. Tommy
Jones and Joan Chen star in this

adaptation of Le Ly Hayslip's au-

Thomas from page 7A

tobiographical books. .
“Schindler's List” See Main
listing above. N

“The Piono.” See Main listing
above,

W MICHIGAN THEATER

603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call
668- 8397 for information. ($5; $4
students/seniors)

“It’s All True” (USA — 1943/
1993), Jan. 21.27 {call for show
times). Fifty years ago, Orson
Welles was sent to South America
to make a documentary, While
the project was scrapped, the foot-
age he did shoot (including a bull-
fight and Rio’s raucous Carnival)
surfaces in this new documentary,
which includes interviews with
Welles and cincmatographer Jo- . -
seph Biroc, A must-see for fans of
the maverick director. N

comedy clubs. In his search for
continued professtonal and artis-
tic growth, Thomas has n one.
man show concept that he's bee
gun working on. With the project
very much in its infancy, Thomas
declined to say a lot about his
ideas, but he is nware many have
tried performing one-person
ahowa and failed miserably.

“Not too many people have
done it suceessfully,” he said. “A
lot of people will also say they're
doing o one-man show, but
they're actually doing 90 minutes
of stand-up — 15 minutes of
McDonald's jokes, five minutea of
body parts, 10 minutes of some-
thing ¢lse, and so on. I'm not

tooking to just be a joke ma.
chine,”

‘Thomas has alse been doing
some writing on a sit-com pilot,
He admires shows that have
strong cnsemble casts, like
“Cheers” and “Bamey Miller,”
and would like to craft something
in that mold. Whether or not the
show provides o star vehicle for
its crentor is not a major factor,
Thomas said,

“I like what Tim Allen and
John Caponera (now the star of

NBC's “The Good Life") are -

duing,” he admitted, “but it’s not
what I'm looking to do at this
time. { just want to put something
together that has some quality.
I've been lucky enough in the last

year to find some people I can
bounce ideas off of.”

Also on the television front,
Thomas expressed dismay at the
glut of stand-up comedy found
floating around on cable and net~
work television. -

“1 fear that if there are beings
out there in the cosmos watching
our satellite feeds, they probably
think that everyone on catth is a
stand-up comic and that all we do
is atand around in front of a brick
wall and talk.”

Bill Thomas will appear Jan.
25-26 at Mark Ridley's Comedy
Castle, 269 E, Fourth, Royal Oak.
Call 542-9900 for reservations and
shotw times. :
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