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Ex-top cop takes on city’s clashes

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAYY WRITER

Much like his predecessor,
Frank Lauhoff went from being
the city’s top cap to the city man.
ager's seat. The similaritica ond
there.

Lauhoff is facing a different
ball game than perhaps Robort
Deadman did 20 years ago.
Lauhoff inherited the job as
Farmington city manager at a
time when government site on a
foundation of Jell-O.

Along with being the Shell
Answerman, the job has become a
juggling act of interests. An antl-
tax fervor clashes with increased
demands for sorvices and govern-
ment-instituted regulations and
mandates.

Louhoff"s first 12-months in-
cluded brush fires such as the
clock debate and the special as-
sesement for downtawn to four-
alarm blezes when the stato Leg-
islature abolished property tax for
schools and revenue shoring.

He's presided over the city’s
traneition, He picked Gary Goss
to succced him as director of pub-
lic safety and Kevin Gushman as

Frank Lauhoff
tho new director of public services

to replace Earl Billing who retired
in November.

Hero’s what Lauhoff has to say

about: .
B His relationship with council:
] guess it's what I expected, I'm
very happy because of the cooper-
ation I have recoived. What you
read in (the newspapers) where in
othor cities there is a crisis, I
think it's due to a lnck of coopera-
tion. I don't seo that here, Every-
one s interested in what the other
person's thoughts are on a issue.”
o The debate that led to the
Ing o clock

These peoplo wero able to atep
rightin.” .
® Trying to find e middle ground
{n keeping the downtown's hiator-
ic feel yet altowing for now bual.
neases to develop: “That's the
challonge. Certalnly if you ...
tear down major parts of down-
town to build strip malls you lose
that atmosphere. Today, there's a
knowledge that this is i
“Sometimes if you really mean
to save downtowns, you givo up
hi: Maybe you give up

a
tower in front of the historic Ma-
sonic Temple on tho corner of
Grand River and Farmington:
“We learned o lot. Wo all did. I
think what I learned is you opor-

some parking, Maybe you need to
give up proximity, It's all a bal-
ance.”

M The recurring and sesmingly
inescapable lssue of parking
d “The DDA (Down-

ate a city g Y

people. You don't operate a city
government by a single board, I
learncd that right away."”

W Golng with people from within
as both the director of Public Ser-
vices (Kevin Gushmen) aend di-
rector of Public Safety (Gary
Goss): “I think cach person
brings his awn perspective to the
job. Sitting in the No. 2 position
for awhile gives them an opportu-
nity to try out their own ideas.

town Development Authority) s
4 and contl

Q“ake from page 1A

way for 14 hours. But he consid-
ors himeolf lucky, especially in
light of the damoge and loss of

fe,

“Wo hed power back on within
about an hour and a balf)” he
sald. “Wo didn't even go to work
yesterday {Monday}."

‘When he did return, Farloy said
the lower floor of his building was
not nearly as shaken as had been
the upper floor. Engincors mado
sure it was safe beforo NBC em-
ph;é'ces went back on the job, he
eaid.

Farloy’'s mother, Mary Anne,
who lives in the Wood Creok
Farms subdivision enst of
Middlebelt betwoon 12 and 13
Mile, sald rellef from worry came
quickly w'lnm her son called Mon-

extremoly
ally looking to find new parking,
Thoy're aware it an {ssue and
that it's important to downtown
businesscs.

“For all the businesses that are
down hero and the patking spaces
that exiat, it's difficult to define
the problem. I've heard very fow
complaints from the peaple who
shop or visit the theater.”

day

“f had trlod, but couldn’t get
through earller,” she said. “Ho
called mo ot about a quarter of 8
(a.m.) and said ho was OK.”

Mary Anne, who has threo
other grown children, sald al-
though she worries about hor son
living in L.A., it's his cholce.

“I don't want to interfore in his
declelon,” ahe satd.

And gho's proud of his accom-
plishments at the network, where

L]
walt'n he’s already credited In the pro.
from page 1A ducion of “The Black Widow
clty services coutd be  re-  being laid on d busi Farmi in the ing year  Michi, aro moving toward ar- ﬁj‘{:,,f:s g?,t;‘;vef:_od“mqm belng
duced. He said he will do the re-  owners. include: bitration. The city reached an Christopher Farley sald he's
search and provide the city coun- At $80,000, hooking up city hall 8 Revising the city's fence ordl- t with the Farmi notlced a gallows bumor since an
cil with uptions, to cablecast council meetings {8 nancoe to make it more p C d Officers Associati

The level of services In Farm-
ington is higher than in most cit-
ics, he sald.

“Farmington City Council feels
very strong about those services,”
he added.

Lauhoff sees an antacid in this
budgetary indigestion, though. He
belleves it's a chance to get resi-
dents involved.

To that end, the city hasn't
been successful.

Council meetings — except for
those during the clock debate lnst

.year —- are often poorly attended.
Only o smattering of people
turned up for an_informational
hearing on a special assessment

not an option,

Instead, the city has elected to
produce a quarterly newsletter
costing  $4,000.85,000. Lauhoff
said a goal for the upcoming year
is to get more business owners
and subdivisions involved.

He would also like to use cable
TV and newspapers to let resi-
dents know what's going on. And,
he added, things must be ex-
plained in a less complicated way.

Residents have to meet govern-
ment halfway.

“I think there is o duty of the
resident to become inle d," he

hensive and easier for residents to
be granted approval. Officiels are
working with city attorney John
Donshue and expect the ordi-
nance to be completed in the next
two months,

& Operation of a now fire engine
the city bought last year for
$225,000. Lauhoff said similer fire
apparatus only lasts 20 to 30
yeata. ‘This new one is cxpected to
last 40 years or more.

M A new contract with the union
representing the Farmington pub-
tic safety officers. The city and
the Farmi Police Officers

said.

Some ongoing projects for

Aszociation, represented by the
Police Officers Association of

last year which called for smaller
wage incrcases in exchange for
improved pension benefits,

W Maintain mutual progroms
with the City of Farmington Hills,
such as tho onoe for senior citizons
and parks and recreation.

W Complete streetscape improve-
ments — sidewalke and pedeatri-
an lighting — south on Farming-
ton Road to Slocum Street and
cast on Grand River to Maople.

cerle, dreamlike acceptance of the

Christopher Fatley

B ‘We had power back
one within about an
hour and a half. We
dldn't even go to work
yesterday (Monday).’

Christopher Farley -

quake and its aft ks hns set

in,

“There wero lines of peopls in
front of the grocery store,” he
sald. “But the mood was somber.
Thero's water dripping. It's just
cerio,”!

Farley said peoplo wero suppor-
tive of each other.

“Peaple help talk it out,” he

said,

Beyond dreaming tho golden
dream, Los Angelenos use denial -
a8 a coping mechanism, ho sald.

“There are a lot of people living
here,” he sald, “Why do we stay? I .
think part of it is with so many -
bad things — the fires, tots,
earthquakes — you are in denial
a3 8 way to live through it.”

The work {8 pm:'t‘ of the F g

ton Au-
thority’s capital Improvement
plan.

POLICE/FIRE CALLS

Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police incldents,
_fire calls and court cases report-
‘ed during the past week.

W FIRES

Fircfighters from Station 4 in
Farmington Hills turned off the
water and removed water from the
office lobby at Nissan R: h

broken, spilling water onto the
floor. A floor alarm alerted the fire
department.

on Sunrise at 6 a.m, Jan. 17 after
a sprinkler pipe in the ceiling had

Hills
from Station 1 extinguished a fire
at the Independence-Green Apart-

ments on Jefferson in Farmington
Hills at 7:49 p.m. Jan. 13. Upon
arriving firefighters found light
amoke coming from a door to one
of the apartment unita.
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EY.1 LINE: 901-4710

» Call our F.Y.1. line to find out about cammunity events, best buys of
:hc week and tips of the week covering legal, medical and financial
ssues.
HOMELINE: 953-2020
» Open houses and new developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar information,
CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900
» Place classified ads at your convenience.

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS ’
OAKIAND COUNTY: 9014716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591-0500
= Request subscriptions at your convenience.
EVENTS LINE: 953-2005
» Current details regarding community events including dates, times and fees.
"AD SITTER
» Don'tlalk to strangersl Let us handle the callers. Atyour convenience,

FINAL LIQUIDATION

Of Former P I AN O

SourceClub
Grinnell Piano Company sold pianos and digital keyboards through an exclusive nrrnngemcnt'wilh Source Clnlp Dite:

Inventory
to the unexpected closing of all SourceClub locations, we're forced to liquidate all r Y.

NOW THROUGH SUNDAY ONLY - FINAL DAYS - STORE CLOSES SUNDAY__l o
NO REASONABLE OFFERS REFUSED - BRING YOUR VAN OR TRAILER, OR WELL ARRANGE DELIVERY call in to retrieve responses {rom your ad, IU’'s convenient, safe and free
— with any paid classified ad. Respond to an ad: 953-2000; place an ad:

5,00, . 591-0900.

FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904
»= You can use a MasterCardsw or Visa®to access the following Informa-

Grand Pianos .

Ve I'ti eal Famz“s;mnk“ tion !r:zour classified ads. This service is available by 6 p.m.
grand pianos nesday:
. q in many » [tem No, 9402: Looking for a place 1o rent or someone to share
1anos

an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds. Cost:

5.95.
* Jtem No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts,
rummage sales, Cost: $5.95 R
+ 1tem No. 8800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, g
planes, etc. Cost: $5.95 ’ cyeles, campers air
* ltem No, 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, s and all
automobiles. Cost: $39.95 » vans and all makes of

y 5 O&E ON-LINE
. . . ! BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 90 '
Digital Pianos and Keyboards Used Pianos - uvorﬂgmosuuouwmc/\m:ssl.a;o?l :
The latest lechnology from some of the best f: Trade-ins from the last > With a computer and modem you can log on to O&E Gr-Line, a com-

six months of sales g;‘éi;ﬁ“"'““ board service (BBS). Here's some of the features you can

* Community events including all areas covered by our paper
« Stock quotes that are updated dally.
* Assoclated Press news - local and natlonal,
* Westcoast Music Review, an electronte music magazine,
* Boardwatch magazine,a gulde to on-line information services.
* PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs.
g:m b;n lnl ﬁ&Es(an-llne with or without our software. Software is avail-
able by mail for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs
Observer & Eccentric® offices in Livonia orplgnzinghnﬁm:‘gr e

BBS HOTLINE: 953-2266

sizes
and
finishes

The best quality
console and
studio pianos in
many styles
and finishes

Many ltems
New'in Boxas

| SPECIAL SAVINGS ON FLOOR MODELS

All inventory consolidated Into one location - prices are too low to advertise,
I you are looking for a plano or keyhoard you MUST see our selection and pricing.
.

GRINNELL PIANO CO.

» Feel free to call us if you need help signing on to O&E On-Line.
Next to Borders Books & Music

THE
In the Novi Town Center - South of 1.96 at Novi Road @hsemef 8 Ecteutﬁf

/ : o NEWSPAPERS




