|

» Farmington @bserver

VOLUME 105 NUMBER 34

> ! 3
Look for coupons today
« Cut your weekly gracary blil.ai

average $20 to $30 a week clippling
coupons by General Mills, Clairol,’;
} Nestle and others that will be Insartec
4 Into today's issue of. your hol eilv-
1 ered Observer newspape

} o White you are clipplng ttirn 16 1he;
! Taste section in Monday's paper: (o
1 quick and easy recipes your family:
Cwillenjoyr < L - ;
} «Don't miss outon the,
1-savings. Tohave the
1-Observer deliveredto . .
! your home, call 591-0500.
13 o P N 3

- .-
I DL L L Skl

Smile pretty: Plans for a photo-
graphic portrait of the Farmington
City Council have developed into
some negative thinking. /2A

Husked, then shelled: Farming-
ton Hills’ Paul Welday, congres-
sional aide to U.S. Rep. Joe Knol-

lenberg, isn't headed for Nebraska

after all. /3A

Don't give upl: They may bere-
tired and some of them are grum-

py, but these men haven’t glven up

on having an impact on what goes
on in their world. /9A

Healthy breathing: Troy’s The
Somerset Collection greenery won
two plantscape awards for a

clean-air-conscious West Bloom-
field firm. /58

. TASTE

Festive fare: Exercise your low-
fat options with dishes guests will
love. // 1B

Reclpe Make-Over: Laura Leto-
barB cuts the fat in beef Stroganoff.

/1
v SPORTS

Hoop rivalry: Farmington High
tried to stay on the winning track
in boys basketball Friday against
cross-town rival North Farming-
ton. /1C

Sports column: Observer writer
C.J. Risak discusses the ever-
changing requirements for high
school pool depths. /1C
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Firry CENTS

By LARRY O'CONNOR
BTATY WRITER

The Farmington school district
might necd sunblock if its MEAP
performance keeps glowing brighter
cach year,

Tho Michigan Educational Assess-
ment Program test is given annunlly

High marks for

MEAP, MEAP . . . Here come the MEAP test scores
again, There are increases in the scores for many
Farmington-area schools.

to students in grades four, seven and
10 for reading and math, and grades
five, elght and 11 for science.

This year, thero aro increascs In
satisfactory scores In reading for
grades four (up 6.4 percent) and seven
(up 5.8 percent). Math scores are also
higher in grades four (up 7.4 percent)

and seven (up 9.6 percent).

Tenth graders scored slightly high-
er in reading, but had a slight dip In
math (1.5 percent). Scores remained
atable in science for all grades,

Those results follow a three-year
trond that has scen the district’s test
acorea increase in reading and math
while remaining consiatent in scl-
ence. - .

“We hope to continue an upward
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Farmington kids

Specks on the shine

A few apecks take the shine off this
year'a results. .
@ Somo 10th and 11th graders didn'’t
meet the benchmark for & state-en-
dorsed diploma.That meana 189 stu-
denta will have to retake the math
test, 135 will need to do the samo in”
reading and 31 in sclence.
o Gill Year-Round, one of the dis-
trict's schools of cholce, had one of
the Jower reading scores on the fourth -
grade level with only 40 percent.

trend,” said Judy White, assiatant
peri dent for 1 and
stalf development, “That'a our goal.”

Sea MEAP, SA:

. ia considered a cut shove thoreat. =~ -

-“and one [ the American Politlcal; -

Chares

case: for’ garden” tools, "rakes - and :
hacksaws. Weinberg’s. work, though,
He's won.firet prize in & Detroit

‘Press.editorial cartoon contest °

Scholar Award program, His editorl- -
al. i3 have been. f d in °

Did the le

BY LARRY O’'CONNOR
Srary Waitea

Jackio Ponke's murder Jan. 8 in a
Parmington dental office served as a
chilling reminder to those who are
targeta in domestic violence cases:
Laws — no matter how stringent —
don’t always provide protection from
someone intent on harming them.

- Ponko had moved out of her Oxford
home with her daughter Nov. 22, She
sued for divorce a few weeks later and

signed to protect women in such peri-

County, "It sounds like from wha.t

gal system fail Jackie Ponke?

ANALYSIS

filed for a spousal abuse injunction
and restraining order a fow daya be-
foro sho was hammered to doath,

She told family and friends of
threats made against her, some as
spocific s “cutting her into five plec-
o8 with a chain saw.”

Yet, it wasn't enough to trip the
switch on tho legal mechaniams de-

lous situations.

Her husband, Raymond Ponke, is
charged with first-degree murder In
her slaying.

Some famlly members question the
system, saylng it failed Jackls Ponke.
Others aren't 50 sure,

“I can't giva that an affirmative an-

. awer," sald Joyce Wright, director of

communications for Haven, a domes-
tic violence shelter serving Oakland

Tvo read . . . pethaps he would've
found another opportunity.”

Jackie -Panke's brother, Dennis
Lutz, sald his siater felt helpless, She
did call police, but a spokesman for
Oxford police said their hands were
tied when they were summoned. :

Others had seen the warning signs..

Dr. Alan Bredin, In whoso dental

Bec PONKE, 2A

Time for Brrrrunch :

A Farmington established a Court of No Record

Index . . . » 3C7C T e —
CD Sports ... .. .1C fi niles who commit minor first offenses.
Es ..C StroetSoene . . . he Parmington Area Philharmonic and th FARLHNGTON FOCUS orjuvenlles who comnit m ot o
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