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" MALLSGMAINSTREETS
Planterra from paée 5B

tributos_states that "It takes
about 15 to 20 spider plants to
cléan end refresh the air in tho
average 1,800-square-foot home."”
That translates into a lot of spl-
der plants in a 100,000-square-
foot mall.

“At Somerset, we afimed to en-
hance the closo relationship be-
tween architecture and landscapo
in our design,” he said, “The dis-
play features an elegant ambionco
of architectural details as well as
showing off the form, texture, and
color of individual plants.”

Jody Stevenaon of Troy, a Som-
erset shopper, took a break from
the clearance sales and-bought a
cup of coffec at Gloria Jean's, As
sho sipped the brew, she com-
mented on the mall’s award.win.
ning horticulture: “Tho plants at
Somorset are so clegant. Most of
them are planted in cream-col-
ored marble containers through-
out the center. Purplo chrysan.
themums are everywhere. My fa.
vorite apot is here, above the
rotunda, where those huge palm
trees riso up to the skydome.”

Tho 35-foot-tall palm trees are
actually preserved palms from
southern California, according to
Pligka. “They look o real, I hato
to give away tho secret, However,
all tho other speciea of plant
around the mall are very real and
thriving.”

Tropical plants sold today are
hardy and healthy due to years of
research and genetic engineering,
Pliska said. His planta come from
Hawail and Florida and are grown
undér filters to get them ready for
Michigan and indoor living.

Walking through Planterra’s
20,000-squaroe-fect of greenhouse
on Drake, north of 14 Mile, is a
tropical treat, Living sculptures
reach to tho steamy ceiling panes,
and every typo of moss and fern
thrives below, Various varieties of
palms and cacti flourish, taking
off from mother plants and wand-
ering up stone walls and down
brick walkways. Pliska moves
through the variegated aisles
pinching off wilted leaves and
peellng back dying stalks.

“Ours is n labor of love,” he
said of his 45-member staff. “Part
of our job is maintaining and
changing the plants that we put
into offices, homes and shopping
centers, Plants are a lot of work,
‘They take & long time to get the
lush look we love. Some of my
older figs and ficuses are valued
between $1,600 and $2,600."

In addition to interioracaping
The Somerset Collection in Troy,
Planterra  has greened-up The
Galleria in Southfield, the Renai-
sance Center In Detroit, the First
Center Office Ploza in Southfield
and the Embassy Suites and
Marriott hotels,

Pliska is possionate about what
he calls “getting the word out.

“Florists and all plant peoplo
should be working to let people
know that chemicals are part of
our society and wo can't get away
from them, but plants can help
reduce their dangers. Plants are
healthy for peaple.

“I get a lot of eatisfaction as a
human being by making my living
and”knowing I'm helping people
out.’

Three leaders who reglllv
knew how to streamline
a legal system.

Its slowness, 1 stlll the fairest ever,
fn the history of the world.

Of course, our system works
best for those who have good
lawyers. And findlng the right
Tawyer can be trlcky.

That's why we offer thls
free brochure, “llow to Judge an
Attorney.”

For your copy, call
3131540-3333, Or vse the coupon,

Nn. we'te not endorsing these
tyrants. We're using them 1o
make a point.

Namely that, whatever else
they were, they were efficlent.

Thele law wasied no tine, op
money. They allowed ao lengthy
trials or appeals.

$o next ime you hear sameone
fament vur system's inefficlency,
remind them: efficlensy ks possible.

Buits price Is high, At least we can help make
The American finding 2 Jawyer 2 ittle mute
Iegal sysiem, fur all efficlent,
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“People do read the ads”

Ollio Colrard now knows somathing we 'vo known for years—people not
only rond our Observer & Eccentric Classilieds, thoy call on thom and buy
from thom, *My rasponsa was excellent,” Oitie told us.

Reach Michigan's Finest Suburban Market
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YOU CAN NOW AFFORD

Michigan Eyecare Institute is now making
Myopia Surgery (RK), more affordable than
ever.

Now accepting Blue Cross/Blue Shield of
Michigan plans that cover RK Surgery.

Now participating with all other insurances
covering RK.

No interest, casy payment plans available.
New affordable prices.

WHY CHOOSE
The Michigan Eyecare Institute?

Dr. William Myers and Dr. Mark Rubinstein were:

« First in Michigan to perform RK Surgery over
15 years aFo.

« Responsible for teaching doctors the procedure
for aver 15 years.

» Published the articles which describe and have
refined the procedure over the past 15 years, *

« In office setting designed specifically for your
needs durinﬁ Surgery.

« First in Michigan to have the Excimer Laser
now in Windsor used to perform refractive
procedures.

FREE Sceeenings available at your convenlence or a

consultation by apfoln!mml with Dr. Willlam Myers ar
* Dr. Mark Rubinsleln,

& MICHIGAN EYECARE INSTITUTE
1-800-676-EYES

SOUTHFIELD: 29877 Telegraph, Suile 100 352-2806
LIVONIA: 14555 Levan Rd,, Suite E-101 « DEARBORN: 5050 Schaefer
DETROIT: Fisher Building, Suite 874

BRIDE

presents...
‘llissa by Demetrios
Trunk Show
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Thursday, January 27
10-9 .
‘Friday, January 28 & |
Saturday, January 29
. 10-6
:Sunday, January 30
: 12-5

: Come see the entire

: line of these glamorous
. bridal gowns. :

§~Special ‘discounts apply
. during the trunk show.

* 249 Pierce St. * Birmingham
i 644-7492 = 644-7200

SMALL PRICE - BIG VALUE!

From FINISHING TOUCHES MOTORING ACCESSORIES and AMERITECH

Cellular Package includes:
« Motorela PCH “Flip Phone”
» 2 hour extended Talk Time Battery
« Over Night Desk Top Charger
« Loaner/Repair Program
« Battery Ellminator
(an extra *49 Value)
« Personalized One to One Service.

Dependable Ameritech
Cellular Services
at Affordable Rates!
Motorola Quality!

235 PIERCE ST. - BIRMINGHAM

1-(810)-645-2236

eritech

photo,
Some * Sale Encis 2-15-04

* PCH model may vary slightly from
restrictions apply
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