DAN O'MEARA, EDITOR
853-2141

:MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 1994

ﬂﬁrmiﬁgtun @bgerver :

SPORTS

INsIDE:

Bowling column, Page 2C
CC basketball, Page 2C

C

Latest ruling
on pool depth
stirs debate

porta and statiatica are so woven together,
tightly bound, that people often mistakenly
Y belleve thot the former cannot survive
without the latter,

Untrue. Y

If you are familier with sporta at all, you know
statistics do not always tell tho story, Stats are
portions only; people provide tho story.

That {s why I cannot accept all the facts and
figires tosaed nbout by the Michigan High School
Athletlc Aunoclntianl:s exccutive director, Jack

ding ¢ dnth

oberts, e mid-y
to change the minimum depth for starts in swim

meeta.

Roberts and the MHSAA “recommended” to
member schools that all starts off blocks at com-
petitive meets bo in at least five feot of water, Un-
ti1 that decreo (or whatover the MHSAA wants to
call it), the minimum depth was four feet.

Now understand — you don’t just go get out tho
hose and pump another foot of water into the pool.
Nor do you Just pul] out the starting blocks and
move em around to where it's deep enough.

Here's the reality of the situation: Only four of
the 11 teams in tho Western Lakes Activitics As-
sociation competa in pools that meet the
MHSAA’s now requircments.

Ang you know what? Those four — Plymouth
Salem, Westland John Glenn, Livonia Churchill
and Livonie S (tho S pote at
Livonia Bentloy) — might not be abla to keep
pace with the MHSAA, either.

How deep will it go?

That's becauso there's a good chance the dopth
requirement could change agoin. Two metors (six
feet, seven inchea) 1s the most common figuro now
tossed about.

Or maybe it'l] be seven fect. Or eight, Who
knowa? Certalnly not the MHSAA — it was just
four years ago that tho mandate was pushed
through changing the minimum depth from threo
end a half feet to four.

That caused a major problem for lots of achools.
Fgmlngwn'a ",E}."xﬂ' did not host a swim meet

use ANy i at
North, Harrison or Farmington had to have in-
the.water starts, pushing off the wall,

Ever seen a 400-yard relay with four swimmers
starting in the water? It's not the atuff Olymple
dreams are made of.

So. Now we come to Roberts’ reasons, Why the
change?

“We fclt we were slipping behind what a pru-
dent high school assoclation should do,” he ex-
1}:{:&&. And what's that mean? Well, according to

rta:

Raiders ground high—ﬂyi-r_lg Falcons

North Farmington ended Farm-
ington High's winning streak in
boys basketball at four games
Friday, 50-48.

By DAN O'MEARA
Brayy WRiTZR

Jon Pennala wait-
ed until after the
bosketball game to
take the ice,

With the score
tled and Pennala
about to shoot a one-
and-one, Farmington High trled to
freeze him with o pair of timeouts Fri-

day.

But the senior guard still sank both
freo throws with 13 seconds remain-
ing as host North Farmington upset
the Falcons 60-48,

It was an intense, cmotional scene
in the Jast minute as the Raiders
overcame a three-paint deficit to win,
Fans on both sides rocked the gym
with loud support beforo e missed
Farmington shot made the outcome
final.

It was a deflating finish for the Fal-
eons, who aro having their best sea-
son in years but played without two
starters, Stan Lowis and Steve Juncaj
were benched for dieciplinary rea-
sons,

Bath teams are 2-1 in the Western
Lakes Activities Assoclation. Farm.
ington is 7-2 overall and North 4-5.

“Actually, we didn’t have time to
build (the rivalry) up because wo had
a gome Tuesday and we were off
school Wednesday and Thursday,”
Pennala sald, carrying a bag of ice as
he limped to the locker room to fco a
sore ankle, “We just came here today
for the game. Coach said to go out
there and play.

“But it's still big. This was my laat
time playing them In a regular-season
game, Y'd like to play them again
when they have all their players, 1
still count it up becaues we came off
two days of no practice and we didn't
shoot the ball well.”

Pennala, the leading three-point
shooter on the North team, had eight
points — all free throws in the second
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Hoop rivalry: North Farmington guard Doug Dolak protects the basketball from Farmington
defender Kevin Afflerbaugh Friday. The Raiders won 50-48.

half. Forward Scot Lord led the Raid-
ers with 13, guard Doug Dolak scored
11, and center Evan Ellis had 10,

Senior guards Scott Menser and
Jason Jackson paced the Falcons
with 18 and 12 points, respectively.
Mike Tokar added seven,

The game was a matter of surviva-
bility as each tried to survive without
some of its best players,

1t looked as if Farmington might
pull it off, staying ahead most of the

gamo and extending the lead to 44.39
Inte in the fourth quarter.

“When you take 30 points out of
your lineup, it hurts you,” Farming-
ton coach Denny Mikel sald, “but
that's no excuse. I think we played
well enough to win without (Lewls
and Juncaf).

“We made some crucial mistakes
down the stretch and, because of it,
we gave them some chances to stay in

d;n game — and they took advantage
of it

In the end, it was North that sur.
vived without key players. Dolak and
Lord sat most of the third period with
four fouls and left early in the finale
with thelr fifth.

The Ralders were on “real thin fce”
at that point, according to North
coach Tom Negoshian. “We had two

Soo RAIDERS, 2C

Harrison comeback falls short by 1

ByC.J. RIBAK
BrAry Warrea

For two quarters at least, this game

was a joke — and all the Jaughs be.
longed to Plymouth Canton,

But the tone turned serious in the
stretch run. And as the clock ticked,
aver so slowly for the Chiefs, the hu-
mor melted. Suddenly, it wasn't fun.
ny anymore.

It was a ballgame,

Fortunately for Canton, time ran
out on a furious Farmington Harrison
rally that fell a point short. The
Chiefe’ 61-60 victory Friday ot Harri.
son lifted them over .600 for the first
time thia scason — thoy are 5.4 over-
nlll, '.:-l In the Western Lakes Activi-
ties 1atl

B First, swimming has more e (dnfined
as paralyzing) injuries than any other high achool
sport;

& Second, the result nf!.hesair\lurieg is 1sel)

alot of Iawsulta;
B Third, because of tha first two, all eorts of atate
sgencies are getting in thelr two cents worth of
opinion.

Back to the statistical game. How many cata-
strophic injuries have there been [n swimming?

Numbers twisted

Roberts sald thero have been at least two and aa
many as four swimmors injured in the atate in the
past 16 yoara while diving into pools. In football,
Roberta salid there were two catastrophic Injuries
this past season, “but there were none in my pre-
vious soven years here.”

Is thatan Istic? Not ding to
every swim coach from the Observer area ques-
tloned. “In my 13 years here, I have never had an
accident off a starting block,” sald Canton coach
Hooker Wellman, “Never."”

Farmington coach Rosa Bandy extended that
viewpolnt. “Natlonwide, I have never, duringa
meet, heard of n kid suffering an Injury” while div-

ing,

Even Roberts wouldn't argue. He could only re.
call one of the diving accidents, and that involved
horseplay on the deck. It had nothing to do with

the swim team.
%It 1s not unsafe for trained persons to correctly
. use atarting blocks,” Roberts sald. ““The problem
is Incorrect use. That's whers the injuries occur.” -
That means, because the uss of blocks cannot
be completely policed, the pool depth muat be
changed? And that will prevent Injury?
That's pretty hard to awallow.

As Bandy noted, *“They’re penalizsing the wrong -
people. That's where I find fault with the system.”
Roberta goes back to his book of facts to argue

hlis point. Florida and Iowa, ke insists, have al-

The Hawks slipped to 4-5 overall,
0-3 in the WLAA,

“That was quita a finish, eh?" said
a relieved Canton coach Dave
VanWegoner. “Well, we'll take the
win on the road.”

And run with it — which is exactly
what put the Chlefs in command in
the first half, After a lackluster first
quarter by both teams (Harison led

| | BASKETBALL

12.8), Canton came alive in the acc-
ond. VanWagoner put his troops into
a full.court press, and the Hawks
came unglu

“Wo're a slow team,” admitted
Harrison coach Mike Teachman.
“Quickness bothers us.”

1t showed in that quarter, Canton
scored 13-straight points and, after a
Harrlzon basket by Kovin Bambenek,
the Chiefs ran off nino more. By ths
time halftime mercifully arrived for
the Hawks, they had been outscored

29-8, .

And it might have been worse.
They committed seven turnovers in
the quarter, and Canton was horrible
a} tl;a frea throw line, making juat 6.
of-14.

Harrison started the second belf
with & 7-2 run, but the Chiefs atill
had a comfortablo 49-30 lead when
the fourth quarter rolled around.
They increased their advantage to 20
with a Matt Paupore free throw in the
first minute of the final period.

That's when the fun began, In a
3%-minute span, Harrison put to-
gother a 17.2 run that trimmed Can.
ton's lead to 62-47. Calvin Pruitt and
both Bambenek brothers, Kevin and
Charles, cach had five points in the
comeback, with Charlea’ three.
pointer with 3:32 left making it a five.
point game.

It remained agonizingly tight the
rest of the way, but Harrison never
did catch up, Rick Smith's free throw
with 45 seconds left pulled the Hawks
to within §8-56; he missed the sec.
ond, but Aaron Welse rebounded and
Kevin Bambenek pumped up a po-
tential game-tying three. It missed,
and Harrison was forced to foul.

Ted Docks went to the line with 30
seconds left and mads 1-0f-2. Smith
anawered with a layup seven seconds
later, and the Hawks again fouled
Docks. This time he hit both with
nine seconds to go, making it a four-

int game.

W'l'hat was the ballgame, right? Well,
not quite, A long-range Kevin Bam-
benek triple pulled the Hawka to
within a point with a second left. But

they never regained possession,

Paupore was the only Chief to
reach double figures in scoring with
18. Docks had nine, and Ron Hunter
nicmd eight. Docks also had five as-
sista,

Harrison got 15 points and 18 re.
bounds from Pruitt, Kevin Bambenek
scored 14, and Charles Bambenek fin-
fshed with 12, .

“Yeah, it was o great comeback,”
Harrison's Teachman said, “There's
a real positive feeling in our locker
room right now. We proved we can
play egninst quickness.”

Certalnly the Hawks made a be.
liever out of VanWaganer. His team’s
second-quarter surge pleased him,
but the reat did not: “That’s as good a
quartor defensively as we've hod," he
sald. “But as good as that quarter
was, the second half waa as bad de-

fenaively.

“[ think the kids thought they had
it won, In the fourth quarter they
completely fell apart. Thank good:
noss we made our free throws at the
eni

No kidding,

Borchert's kickoffa reached the ond zone.

North’s Lord ponders college choices

By g W,
By S1evE KowALSKI

Redlord Catholic Contral lineman Brett Mnx‘ynr
committed to Wayne State University after tuming
down a full acholarshlp offer to Central Michigan
T,

o 6-foot-3, 240-pound Magyar jolns Plymouth
Salem lineman Stave Hurst in eomlgaiuin] tlﬁvsu.
WBU’s scholarship pays only for tuition and

ks,

Had Magyar ‘nccepted CMU's offer, ha would
have been the third CC player this to commit
to a Division 1 pni'; D« e, I
Doug Brzezinski committed to Boaton College and
lineman Nick Kallas committed to Iowa.

Magyar was unavallable Friday but bis father,
Alex Magyar, commented .

“We're happy with the decision he made,” the
elder Magyar said. “Both achools offered a lot.
Brett had to make a declsion based on the facts he
had and that's what he dld.”

High school seniors can sign national letters of

———

RECRUITING
his ACT, haa been appointed to West Point but is
still considering Miami (Ohlo), Oklahoma and Axi-

rona,
Lord would play both positions if he attenda
West Polnt but would only punt tft MlA‘ml tho).
Beca ro-

CC tailback Freddle Taylor has considered:
Grand Valley and Hilledale and also visited North. :
wood. Linebacker-safety Jos Pongracz visited:
Northwood and comerback Dave Morelll has.
drawn {nterest from Hillsdale and Northwood. :

Livonia Stevenson wide recelver Brad Morgan:
will probably end up at North Carolina State or:
Virginla Tech, where ho would study environmen. -
tal engineering and posetb!

oma or na. uss o
ductions and reluctance to give punters scholar-
shipe st Division I schools, Lord might not know

fato with the latter three schools until the first
week of February.

I think I'm Division I material, but If push
comes to shove, I could always go Division 11,”
Lord sald. “Divislon I schools have only
scholarshipe and they don't want to waste any on
punters, but punting is an important part of the
gume. . -

Borchert, who scored 85 out of & possible 36 on
the ACT and has 4.9 grade point average taking

classes will decide between Ivy

: ly walk-on as a football:
p .

Westland John Glenn tight end Mike Bint hes
visited Grand Valley, Perria State and CMU. . -
Glenn linebacker Jeromey Cosby I leaning-
toward Ferris State, lineman Jason Fuller visited
WSU, and Grand Valloy and defenaive back Matt
has visited Ferris State and Grand Valley. -

‘mandated all pools must be five feet [n intent Wednesday, Feb, 2, honors at CC,. over the weeken: fullback Jess }
depth, The YMCA and YWCA are endorsing the Observerland's top kickors, Nosth Farmington's-  League schools Harvard, Yale and Pennaylvania, has from Wayna State,
Scot Lord and CC’s Adsm Borchert, remain un-  Borchert attem only three field goals be- Redford Thurston all-state wide receiver Joff
Sce MSAK, 2C committed, ) . cause moet of CC's drives in hd, Lance will probably end up at s junior college play-
. ,k@pmwmdﬁﬁtendwho%laann and made two, with a long of 43. More than half of {ng baseball, . .
" R . oy .\
< ' e’ } ¥ I v/




