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" Watchout

3

‘Bye Bye Birdle’ at FHS

Awareness key to safety |

g;gﬁl;,;mc&vrm W ‘We've lowored bank robherles (at Comerlca)
by 39 percent simply by tralning the employees

Peronal safety ia 80 percent g0 1o 0k up and be aware of thelr surroundings.’

awageness.

It:seems too simple to be true,
but Brenda Smith, an investiga-
tor and personal safety trainer
with Comerica Bank, has solid ev-
idence.

“Wo've lowered bank robberies
(at Comerica) by 39 percent sim-
ply by training tho employees to
look!up and bo aware of their sur-
roundings,” she sald.

Smith said bank robbers are
most concerned with being identi-
fied. If a teller simply keeps her
head up and has a good look at
everyone, the would-be robber
will move on to another location.

The nlln\te;y is ulao‘good for
enyone in everyday situations,
she said.

Ono of the enslest targets for
criminals is the automatic teller
machine outside a bank, But if a
customer makes sure the area is
well-lighted and checks to sce if
anyone is hanging around, a rob-
bery can usually be avotded.

Although many people fall into
a routine, it should bo avolded
when criminals might count on it,

“Most robbers. case a bank
:;xxch for one or two weeks,” she

The same applies to people out
walking, shopping or even driving
to work,

Brenda Smith

- investigator and personal safety trainer

“Chango your routine and be
aware of your surroundings,”
Smith said.

1f you are walking, it should be
brisk, Personal protective devices,
such as alarms that give off a
nolse similar to a car alarm, are
available. And when you drive,
your doors should be locked.  *

1 knew a man who was an ex-
pert in nunchucks (nunchaky —
a form of martial arts)} who wasn’t
worried about locking his doors,”
she said. “Someone juraped in his
truck and pulled out a gun and
made him drive around for seven
and a half hours. He now locks
his doors.”

Smith, who spoke at the Farm-
ington Hills Business Watch
group Jan. 20, said staying awsy
from poorly lighted parks and un-
familiar strects at night is one
way to avoid trouble, But even
busy malls and other places can
be dangerous,

She related one incident where

@ gas-station attendant came out,

to & motorist and asked her to

:  More calls than metros
Robart Mira sold his truck with an Obsarver & Eccantric ad. *| received
many more calls than oithor Detroit newspaper,” he told us.
You will, too, whan you
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HOMELINE: 953-2020

Open houses and new developments in your area.
Free real estate seminar information,

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900

:» Place classified ads at your convenience.

' . . CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS .
OAKLAND COUNTY: 901-4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591-0500

= Requesl subscriptions at your convenience.
v EVENTS LINE: 953-2005

‘> Current details regarding community events including dates, times and fees.
. AD SITTER

. 591-0900.

» Don't talk to strangers! Let us handle the callers. At your convenience,
+ callin o retrieve responses from your ad. It's convenient, safe and free
with any paid classified ad. Respond to an ad: 953-2000; place an ad:

FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904

* . tion from our classified ads:

rummage sales, Cost: $5.95

planes, etc. Cost: $5.95

automobiles. Cost: $39.95
Q&E

> You can use a MasterCardw or Visa®to access the following informa-

Item No. 9402: Locking for a place to rent or someone to share
an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds.
Available beginning October 6 by 6 p.m, and every
Wednesday thereafter at the same time, Cost: $5.95.

1tem No. 9700; Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts,

ttem No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air-

Item No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of

ON-LINE
BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901-4711
LIVONIA AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 591-0903

i1 access:

" N

v'a Computer and modem yoli can 10g on (6 OAE On-Line, a com-
puter bulletin board service (8BS}, Here's some of the features you can

+ Community events including all areas covered by our paper
« Stock quotes that are updated daily.

Associated Press news - focal and national.

* Westcoast Music Review, an electronic music magazine.

. a guide tc services.
» PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs.
: 1 5ign on to O&E On-Line with or without our software. Softwate is availe
: able by mail for $5 oc save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the
:Observer & Eccentric® offices in Livonia or Birmingham and pay $3.
A5 BBS HOTLINE: 953-2266

;:r.Fecl free to call us if you néed help signing on to O&E On-Line.
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come into the statlon because
there was @ problem with her
credit card, She became angry and

« argued with the attendant, but re-

lented and went inside with him.
He then pointed out that there
was 8 man lylng on the back scat

of her car, They called the police. .

Door locks should always be
used In the home, preferably
deadbolts, she said. And just like
a bank, a hovse js ususlly cased.
When you're away from home,
have a timer turn lights on and

off,

Valuables should be in a safety
deposit box, not at home, and you
should know an escape route and
have a flashlight next to your bed
{n case power or phone lines are

cut,

“Anyone can buy a uniform,”
Smith said. “Make sure you
check for ID ond call the company
to see why somecone is at your
house.”

‘Whether walking to your car
from shopping ot a mall or from
work, have your keys ready.

“While you're fumbling around
with your keys, someone has time
to get to you," she sald.

And a mobile phone for your
car can be a life-saver, she said. If
the car breaks down, you can call
home, call the police, or call for

other help. If you don't have o.

portable phone or citizens’-band
radio, you should stay inside your
car until police come. If someone
offers help, just crack the window
enough to ask the to call for police
or o wrecker, she added.

“If you are knowledgeable and
aware of your surroundings, that's
90 percent of personal protec-
tion,” Smith said.
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-Almost curtaln ime: Liz Momblanco plays Rosie Alvarez and Andy Wayne por-

trays Albert Peterson in a rehearsal for “Bye Bye Birdie,” a musical comedy to be
staged at Farmington High School Friday-Sunday, Jan. 28-30, Curtain times are
7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and 2 p.m, Sunday. Tichets, available at the door,
are $7 for adults and $5 for students and children. Farmington High is a 32000

Shiawassee.
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Taste authentic Mexican
dishes without leaving the country.
Or even this area code.

serves dishes made from thc fresh-
est ingredients, from recipes that,,

foo, are authentlcally Mexican.

G—ra;h.d

he same, wonderful food you'd normally
need a passport to enfoy has just arrived in
town, at the new Cantina del Rio, Offering the

joyful spirit of a Mexican cantina, Cantina del Rio

Hickory-grilled specialties, flke Camarones
Pacificos, shrimp wrapped in bacon. Alambres,
sizzling seafood skewers. And Fafitas del Rio, with

tender pleces of marinated beef or chicken. 8o

vidit Cantina del Rio for Mexican
culsine that's bzyond‘compnrc. yet

surprisingly close to home.

Opening

7 Mile & 1-275  Livonia, Michigan - 313) 5916300
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