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winansioin || Ponke testimony elicits

average $20 to $30 a week clipping
coupons by Kellogg, Hormel, Colgate-
1 Palmolive and others that will be Insert-
» ed into taday’s issue of your home-
1 dalivered Observer newspaper.

1 » While you are-clipping turn to the
¢ Taste seclion in Monday's paper for-
» quick and easy reclpes your family
1 will enjoy. :
t * Don't miss out on the
: savings, To have the .
1 Observer delivered to
1 your home, call 591-0500.
L]

Group's future: The Downtown
Development Authority and
Downtown Farmington Business
Association plan to have lunch
soon to discuss whether they’ll be
having lunch in the future. /3A

Joys of reading: Reading-incen-
tive programs come and go. Many
are uninspired. Let’s have one
with some vigor. /14A

Blind Justice: A druglaw meant
to capture kingpins of theun- - -
derworld has backfired and needs
to be changed, /14A

Good Scouts: Scouting adds to
the “constant adventure” o,
youth, says Farmington Hills’ Pat
Bradley, this week’s guest colum-
nist. /15A

Community theater: Trouble is
hard to find in the Village Players
of Birmingham production of “The
Music Man.” /5B

Redford Catholic

Mat tourney:
Central will try to defend its title
Saturday in the Third Annual Ob-

serverland Wrestling Tourna-
ment. /1B

Areal climber: Farmington Hllls
resident Marshall Seybold will
take part in the Summit Step Up
at the Westin Hotel Saturday. /1B

Hoop results: Far;mington velayed
Plymouth Canton in a key West-
ern Lakes boys basketball game
Tuesday. /18

Bullding/Business 1F
Classifieds . . . D-G

te . D,E,

Cable. . . ....8B

By LARRY O'CONNOR
Brary WRITER

from

Raymond Ponke, accused of the hammer slaying of his
wife, heard his brothers and two witnesses testifyat -
his preliminary exam Wednesday. Ponke was bound
over for trial in Circuit Court,

beard, looked downward during most
of his proliminary examination
Wednesdoy in 47th Bistrict Court be-

After
witnosses and family membors
Wedneaday, Raymond Ponke was
bound over for trial on charges of
first-degree murder in the beating
death of his wife at a Farmington
dental office. .

Arralgnment will take place 1:30.
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 17, before Judge

Jeasica Cooper in Ookland County .

Cireuit Court.
Raymond Ponke, wearing a new

foro Judge Fredorick Harris.

Jackie Ponke died Jan, 8 from sev-
eral blows to the head with a hammer
in the office of Dr. Alan Bredin on
Freedom Rdad where she worked for
19 years.

[

An Oukland County Medical Ex."
aminer's réport estimated she was -
-" tall the massive head injuries she

“struck mord than 40 times.
Raymond Ponke was arrested by
Farmington police at the scene.

Two witnessoa were firat asked by
Onkland County assistant prosceutor
Robert Hedgea to testify.

Bredin sald he was working on pa-
tient Jonet Dolinka that Saturday
morning when he heard a commotion.

Bredin said he saw a man, whom he
identificd as Raymond Ponke, strik-
ing his asslstant In the head and
neck. He told how he tried to stop the
man,

“When 1 tried to grab tho hammer
or his arm, I was thrown off, pushed
back," safd Bredin, “I had seen Jack-
je's injuries were inconsistent with

life.”
. Family members of Jackio Ponke
wopt as Bredin then described in de-

ceived.
Dolinka also said she saw the man

hit Ponke five to six times. At first
sho said she thought it was some type
of joke, but realized it wasn't. ..

Dolinka satd sho heard the nttacker
say, “If I can’t sce my daughter again,
neither will you."

Both Bredin and Dolinka fled to &
neighbor's houso and called police.

John and Nicholas Ponke de-
scribed thelr brother as deapondent
oand withdrawn, Nicholas Ponke said
his brother mentioned auicide shortly
after the couple separated in Novem-

T

“He folt everyono was for Jackio
and not for him,” Nicholas Ponke
said.

The brothers also testified they
heard Raymond Ponke make threats
toward his estranged wife,

Seo MURDER, 2A

Day In court: ' Raymond Ponke, accuseid of murdering his wife, Jackie, is led into 47th District Court Wednesday by Cmdr.

Thomas Cox of the Farmington Public Safety Department.
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New schools chief’s challenge: Think biéger

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BrAr? WarTER

New Fagmlngtcon Public_Schools

looks out the window of his soon-to-
be-vacated Berkley office and sees
more of the same.

A lot more.

Instead of 4,420 students, Maxfield
will oversce the education of 10,881 In
Farmington, There will be threa high
schools compared to one, 13 elemen-
taries instead of five.

He'll overses twice aa meny toach.

ers and administrators and be the
commander of a fleet of 68 school
buses — 68 more than hoe has in
Berkley.

As thoso numbers add up, so will
the expectations of him, Maxflold
looks as overwhelmed as a sunbather
gsentenced to life in Monaco as he
starts the Farmington job at the end
of March. . .

“I't have to pick and choose,” sald
Maxfield, who was named s the
Farmington schools chief in Decem-
ber, “I ottend 60 percent of the bas-

ketbail games here. You can't go to 50
percent of the games with theeo high
schoola,

“You can try to be everything to ev-
erybody and end up being nothing to
anybody.”

‘Getting to know you’
The thems for Maxfield's transi-
tion could be: “Getting to know you."
Visita to the district have been few
a8 he's busy wrapping up business in
Berkley where ho's served as i

tend the #Odyasoy of the Mind" com-
petition Saturdsy at Farmington
High,
His anonymity was validated after
s parent took notice of Maxfleld and
sald, “It’s nice to see a principal
bl!mo” 4

He’sees somo similerities between
Berkley and Farmington, es]
in terms of diversity and concern over
educational issues. The Farmington
district is more spread out. N

tendent since 1988, Maxfield did at-

Soo STHOOLS, 4A

Residents want to dismantle proibosed development

By B1LL COUTANT
BTAYr WrITKR
About 60 residents who showed up
for & joint Farmington Hills City
Council and Planning Commission
study session wers encouraged to
“fight tooth and nail” against a pro-
sed resid ial devel-

is proposing ths 91,8-acro project on
the cast side of Middlebelt between
12-Mils and §-696, discussed traffic,
housing density and the city's future.

One thing waa clear, thers was little

suppott for the project that would in.
clludo 205 total housing units and a

opment.

They didn't need much encourage-
ment Monday night.

For three hours, audienco mem-
bers, commisaioners, council mem-
bers and developer Gary Jonna, who

Ing conter on 11.1 acres at the
corner of Middlebelt and 12 Mile.

“There are eight schools within a
mils and a half {of the planned unit
development),” said Brookhills Es-
tates reaident Bob Horris, “Tha traf-

fic would make it even more danger:
ous for kids.” i

Hamis added that the groposed
project would not blend In with the
surrounding area.

Jonna bad originally requested a
much larger area for commercial
space that would have included a
Source One retail outlet. In the face of
strong opposition from more than 100

residents he withdrew that request

He then mot with some residents
and came back with a plan that in:
ﬁ:ged“n nfnled-gm r;ull center

165 unita and space for a grocery
store, That proposal also mot with re-
siatance from resldents, Jonna's most
recent proposal fared no better, .

Masha Silver, a resident of noarhy
Beechwood H domini sald
that if a location becamo available
suitabls for a grocery store, Kroger
would Hikely move to the new loca:

cation

for planned unit development qualifi-
“from consideration by the
planning commission.

— BooPROJICT, 4A

It's for the birds

Memory Lane

Porsanal Beeno '
HERE'S HOW T0-REACH US

arj Ferguson, owner of Wild Birtls Un-

limited on 12 Mile Road, wili present a
. program on B!
ing @ meeting of the HUll and Dale Garden Club at

7 p.m. Thursday, Feb, 10, at the Hills branch of
_the Farmi. Communlty Library, 12 Mile
Road between Orchard Lake and Farmington

"The public a lovited. For more information -
about the club, call Jeannine Gundlo at 478-8295.

Dads and daughters .~ |
ttention, daddies and daughtars of Farm-
Ington Hills . . . another Daddy-Daughter

- Dmu:—ma!th@tn-mmo(h;t—

ird Foeding Basics” dur- -

 PARMINGTON FOCUS

has been phnnod by the city’s recreation dopart-

ment. .

The event will be 7-8:50 p.m. Friday, Feb. 11,
and at the same time Saturday, Feb. 12, in Dublin
and Shanncn Halls of the Mercy Center, 11 Mile
Road, east of Middlebelt Road. -

deadline [s Friday, Feb, 4, at the

armington Special Services Building, be-

MnTchuy Hall, !'}ullcﬂh and Orchard Lake Road.
Includ : b o

fenahmmants o Ya1eah

sage f and
boutonntere for dads, and a picture, Cost is $18 .
per couple and/$7.50 additional deughtar, Call
Cathy 'Romw.m&mn-sm -

From the Feb. 4, 1854 Iasus dfthé Farmington B

Enmr{m

" tional volunteers were noeded for the e
Farmington Ground Observer Corps, which main- - |
tained a 24-hour lockout for enemy sircraft. .
= A subscription to the Farmington Enterprize _ .
according to an advertisement. A
singlo copy cost Tcents, -+ :
8 A chureh program on Haiti — “Where Black -
Rules White” — was planned for the Farmington
Baptist Church. Some 3-D color slides of Halti
were to be shown.

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington , 21898 Farmington

48396, fazed to 477-9722 or dropped
off at the newspaper office. .
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