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Boys from page 1C
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" euro the probloms we have
‘with our children in socioty.”

Boys Republic aleo deals with
family probloma, Most of the boys
have been exposed to alcoholism,
sexual nbuse, physical abuse, ne-
glect and mental abuse,

“A lot of the families don't fesl
safe with the kids at home,” Peck
said. “The child needs to feel safe
enough to go home. You can look
in middle-clasa and upper-class
fomilies and find children who
don't feel cherished, loved and
safo in thoir own homes.”

Finnncial support

Six months is the averago stay
at Boys Republic, If a youngster
is referred by the county courts,
Boys Republic receives $112 per
day. Tho state mental health sys-
tem pays $131 per day if {trofers &
child to the facility.

Fund-rafsers ofso ‘support the
facility.

The future looked grim when
Boys Republic lost a state con-
tract in January 1893 and with it
went the main revenue and source
for referrals. Another blow came
under Gov. John Engler's policy
of trying to keep many youngaters
in tho community and out of in-
stitutions. When tho state con-
tract was lost Boys Republic be-
gan accepting county court refer-
rals.

“Wo were not the quality that
we should have been and that we
aro today,” Peck said, adding that
more and moro people compate for
less money.

Problems with truancy have
ended, without a single case in 18
months, said Peck, who Inunched
improvements after taking over
her position two years ago.

Under fire
The facility was aleo under fire
in 1988 and 1989 when nearby
_ residents ralsed concerns about
structural changes to increase se-
curity. Resldents worried youths
who committed more serious
crimes would bo admitted.

Despite those problems, there
have been a lot of succees storics,
Peck sald. Like one about a 12-
year-old boy who was kicked out
of school, punched a teacher and
turned down by an Obio psychia-
trie hospital for disciplinary con-
cerns. ‘The boy was an alcoholic,

- his father was an alcoholic and

his mother was a drug addict,
“Ho was a little bit of a guy,"

* Peck aald. “He thought ho was ro-

tarded and crazy. When he left
here he found out he was smart,
he wasn't crazy and he actually
made the honor roll. You would
not beliove the difference in thia
child. He left hore as a kid again.
Ho felt good.”

Complete turn around

Karl Dorn of West Bloomfield
knows what it's like to leave Boys
Republic and fecl good.

Ho was a Boys Repubic resi-
dont in 1887 when he was 13.
Dorn was referred by the Detrolt
school system, because he had a
truancy problem.

“I hed a difficult time going to
school,” he sald with a grin.

Dom, who is now a Boys Re.
public board member, sald his
time there was a tuming point in
his life.

“It was n safe place to think
and to get a little direction in my
life and not to have outatdo pres-
sures,” he snid, adding that he
learned to deal with the things ho
must, accept the things he can't
change and change the things he
can.

“I was saved from a potentially

very bad crowd,” Dorn said, add-

ing that ho knew of one friend
who was sent to prison,

While at Boys Republic, Dorn
learned to accopt he couldn't
change his paronts end that he
had to mako his own decislons
and build self-confidence.

When he roturned home, he
said, it was like having a dose of

Making changes: Maryjane Peck, Boys Republic execu-
tive director, is developing plans to turn the Farmington
Hills facility around,
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B ‘You don't want to make the wrong declsions
anymore, and | won't make the wrong declslons
anymore. | learned not to be a follower andto
practice what I preach.’

16-year-old Boys Republic r:esideng

vitamins that entiched him.

The troubled young Dorn went
on to become a member of the De-
troit Rotary Club; awner of KTD
Printing Associates Inc., where ho
ropresenta several printing com-
penies; o hushand and father of
four children,

“If 1 can do anything from my
experience to help youth It's the
biggest roward,” Dorn said as the
resson ho declded to become a
Boya Republic board member.

Support sought

moro people like Dom fo help.  :
“We need them to aee that it's §8
not only our responsibility but
theira,” Peck said . “Poople al.
waya say that wo need to do some.
thing for children. Here’s a good §
place to start.” ! kR -
Volunteers are neoded In many B
different areas, fund-ralsing Is al.
ways a concern and donations of
all’ forms, even furniture and ¥
sports equipment are accopted. ta
“There's always a need for book B
cases, books, geod VCR movies M
and money, evon $5 will moke o 3§

Peck said she hoped to find difference,” Peck sald.
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AUCTIONEERS & APPRAISERS

We are pleased to be presenting the cotlection of Walter E, Stmmons, 11,
setired Curator of Decorative Ants, Henry Ford Muscum and Greenfield
Village. The sale o ol ture,
paistings, folk art, decorative ans and glass from 18th and 19th cetury
America, The furniture spans the Queen Anne, Chippendale and Fedeeal
periods, with many cxamples of cach. The palntings arc highlighted by
many portralts, including works by Ammi Phillips, Willlam Matthew Pror,
Jacal Macntle and others. The exteasive glass callection consists of over
350 lots, Including a large sclectlon’of minfatures and lacy pressed glass
which offces wany racities. Also Included are hundreds of pleces of
chalkware, brass, poreclain, pottery, wood carvings and  boxes,
weathenanes, fire buckets, tinware, hooked rugs, garden statuary and
decoys.

Preview Auction
Wednesiay, February 9 12 noon-8 p.m. Satueday, February 12 1lam.
Thursday, Febroary 10 12noon8pm.  Sunday, Februwy 13 12 noon
Friday, February 11 10am:-2 p.m.

Jacob Macatle {1763-1863), pale of witcreolors on depicting ful
lengih porteahts of Mr. & Mrs. Gelwicks, cxch Yrarsiny *

From 3 large collection of by pevased
Sindwieh Chiss by

\ K i9h Coonusy Amercan memortd !
A ST ol S e aweion: B

llustrated catalogues $25.00, $30100 postpald, $40.00 foxlgn
420 Enterprisc Court, Bloomfleld Hills, M1 48302
(three blocks north of Square Lake Road, east off Frankiln) . *
(810) 332-3528 Fax 332-6370. :

Now Accepting Consignments (or Future Sales,




